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Athens among the worst cities to
drive: Traffic, poor road quality,
expensive fuel

Athens is one of the worst cities to drive in, according to a survey by the
British Mister Auto website, with the Greek capital ocp pying S0th place
among 100 cities around the world,

According to the survey, Athens has the lowest score after Moscow, Rio de
Janeiro, Mexico, Sao Paulo, Bogotd, Karachi, Lagos, Calcutta, Ulaanbaatar
and Mumbai.

“Given that drivers waste more than 200 hours per year in America alone, we
decided to delve into the muitiple factors that affect mptorists every day,*

explain the research analysts and continue "o detemrne a city's infrastructure
we looked at, among other faclors such as the number of cars per inhabitant,

traffic congestion, road quality, eic,
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The safety of each location was analyzed based ofi the fatality rate from a
iraffic accident, as well as conducting & poll, whichi focused on the degree of
aggressiveness and general driving culture of motdrists.

Finally, we looked at the costs associated with driv ng
the price of fuel."

The besi and worst cities for drivers

in each city, including

According to the website, the top 10 cities for the beést driving are Calgary,

Dubai,

Ottawa, Bern, El Paso, Vancouver, Gothenburg, Dysseldorf, Basel and

Dortmund.

Conversely, the worst include Mumbai, Ulaanbaatat, Kolkata, Lagos, Karachi,
Bogota, Sao Paulo, Mexico City, Rio de Janeiro and Moscow.

The Greek "reality™
According to the survey, the majority of Greeks prefer
corresponds to 0.77 cars/inhabitani,

the LX, since it

This score is among the highest, with Seattle ranking 2nd at 0.68/capita and

Pakistan in last at 0.05/capita.

The large access to cars is, according to the website, one of the reasons why
the congestion rate on Athens' roads is one of the highest (89.21 points out of

100, ranking 78th out of 100 cities), which creates d

r problems.

In terms of road quality, Athens achieves the 12th wnIl score , compared lo

Switzerland, whose four cities occupy the first positi
network.

s with the best road

Also, Athens ranks 3rd worst, after Kolkata and Mumbai, in terms of vehicle

age (at 15 years compared to around five in Dubai).

Regarding the cost of fuel, our country has the 6th
with the average price being 1.79 euros/liter {data 1
Utrecht, Rotterdam, Amsterdam and Osla.

t expensive gasoline |
019), after Tel Aviy,

According to analysts, “the lower the cost, the more aftraclive city driving."
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Regarding the parking space, drivers in Athens pay an average of 6.61 euros
for 2 hours , a cost that ranks it 57th in the relevand list of Mister Auto.
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517 traffic accidents in January in
Attica

Febraary |, 2023 160 n

Wy SO i

Where are they due according to the Attica Traffic
Directorate

517 traffic accidents oceurred in January in|Attica, resulting in 22
people being found dead and 578 injured (13 serious, 565
minor).

The Attica Traffic Directorate reported that the main causes that
led to the accidents were driving without prudence and caution,
the violation of regulatory signs and the violation of traffic rules
by pedestrians, while the non-use of protective helmets by the
drivers and passengers of the two-wheelers aggravated, in in
many cases, the severity of their injury.

At the same time, in the same period of time, as part of the
targeted actions implemented by the Attica Traffic Directorate for
traffic policing and the upgrading of the roa safety level, 19,503
violations were confirmed, of which 780 were misdemeanors.

Indicatively confirmed:
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345 drunk driving violations, of which 43 were
misdemeanors

1,574 speed limit violations

176 offenses for running a red light
387 offenses for mobile phone use
930 offenses for not wearing a seat belt

332 offenses for not wearing a protective helmet and

38 offenses for dangerous maneuvers.
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The 494 traffic accidents and accidents
in April in Attica claimed the lives of

twelve people

At the same time, 578 were seriously or slightly mhi

Newsroom

Ired

The traffic accidents and accidents that occurred in April in Attica amounted

1o 494 . In these, twelve people lost their lives, while 578
seriously, 564 slightly).

According to the Attica Traffic Directorate , the main ca

were injured (14

uses of these traffic

accidents were driving without prudence and caution, the fviolation of regulatory
signs and the violation of traffic rules by pedestrians, Whiit the non-use of protective

helmets by drivers and passengers of two-wheelers 4 gera
sevenity of their injury.

At the same time, in the same period of time as part of the

ted, in in many cases, the

fargeted actions

implemented by the Attica Traffic Directorate for traffic policing and upgrading the

level of road safety, 16,273 violations were confirmed, of
misdemeanors,

Indicatively confirmed:

which 722 were

* A7 violations for driving under the influence of alaphol, of which 35 were

misdemeanors,
= 1,637 speed limit violations,
* 128 offenses for breaking a red light,
» 313 offenses for mobile phone use,
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« 643 offcnses for not using a seat belt,

* 38R offenses for not wearing a protective helmel and,
= 4] offenses for dangerous maneuvers,

———
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Attica: How many
traffic accidents
occurred in June

The main causes of traffic accidents were driving
without prudence and attention. the violation of
regulatory signs and the violation of traffic rules by
pedestrians

NEWSROOM
JULY 1, 2023 - 20-14

Seventeen people lost their lives and 661 were injured
(15 seriously, 646 slightly) in 553 road accidents and
accidents, which occurred in June, in the region of

Attica.

According to the Attica Traffic Directorate, the main
causes of these traffic accidents we driving
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without prudence and caution, the violation of
regulatory signs and the violation of traffic rules by
pedestrians, while the non-use of p}tect'we helmets by

the drivers and passengers of the tw wheelers

aggravated, in in many cases, the s erity of their injury.

At the same time, in the same period|of time as part of
the targeted actions implemented by the Attica Traffic
Directorate for traffic policing and upgrading the level of
road safety, 21,179 violations were rj)nﬁnﬂed. of which
1,029 were misdemeanors.

Indicatively confirmed:

» 592 offenses for driving under the influence of alcohol, of
which 39 were misdemeanors,
2,067 speed limit violations,
196 offenses for breaking a red light,

- 421 offenses for mobile phone use,

+ 916 offenses for not using a seat belf,
1,896 offenses for not wearing a protective helmet and.

+ 44 violations for dangerous maneuvers.
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United Nations Charter (full text)

Preamble
WE THE PEOPLES OF THE UNITED NATIONS DETERMINED

lo save succeeding generations from the scourge of war, which twice in our
lifetime has brought untold sorrow 1o mankind, and

to reaffirm faith in fundamental human rights, in the difinity and worth of the
human person, in the equal rights of men and women|and of nations large and
small, and

to establish conditions under which justice and respedt for the obligations arising
from treaties and other sources of international law cah be maintained, and

ta promote social progress and better standards of life|in larger freedom,

AND FOR THESE ENDS

to practice tolerance and five together in peace with onle another as good
neighbours, and

10 unite our strength to maintain intermational peace angd security, and

to ensure, by the acceptance of principles and the instifution of methods. that
armed force shall not be used, save in the commeon int t, and

o employ international machinery for the promotion of fhe economic and social
advancement of all peoples,

HAVE RESOLVED TO COMBINE OUR EFFORTS TO ACCOMPLISH
THESE AIMS,

Accordingly, our respective Governments, through représentatives assembled in
the city of San Francisco, who have exhibited their full powers found to be in good

and due form, have agreed to the present Charter of th United Nations and do
hereby establish an intermational organization to be kncﬂm as the United Nalions

Chapter I: Purposes and Principles
Article 1
The Purposes of the United MNations are:

1. To maintain international peace and security, and tg that end: to take
effective collective measures for the prevention and remaoval of threats 1o




Article 2

The Organization and its Members
shall act in accordance with the following Principles.

y

2

Chapter Il: Membership
Article 3

the peace, and for the suppression of acis af aggression or other breaches
of the peace, and to bring about by peaceful meéns, and in conformity with
the principles of justice and international law. ad ustment or settlement of

international disputes or situations which might lgad
peace,

to a breach aof the

To develop friendly relations among nations based on respect for the

principle of equal rights and self-determination e

oples, and to take other

appropriate measures 1o strengthen universal pegce;

To achieve international co-operation in solving international problems of

an economic, social, cultural, or humanitarian character, and in promoting
and encouraging respect for human rights and fof fundamental freedoms

for all without distinction as to race. sex, language, or religion; and

To be a centre for harmonizing the actions of natlons in the attainment of

these common ends

The Organization is based on the principle of the
its Members.

. in pursuit of the Pyrposes stated in Aricla 1,

vereign equality of all

All Members, in order 1o ensure to all of them the rights and benefits

resulting from membership, shall fulfill in good faith 1
assumed by them in accordance with the present
All Members shall settle their intarnational disput
such a manner that international peace and securlty
endangered

All Members shall refrain in their intemnational relalio

he obligations

harter.
by peaceful means in

. and justice, are not

ns from the threat or

use of force against the territorial integrity or politi¢al independence of any

state, or in any other manner inconsistant with the|P
Mations,

urposes of the United

All Members shall give the United Mations every agsistance in any action it
takes in accordance with the present Charter, and|shall refrain from giving
assizlance to any state agains! which the United Nations |s taking

preventive or enforcement action.

- The Organization shall ensure that states which a

United Nations act in accordance with these Princibi
necessary for the maintenance of international pedc

not Members of the
&s 5o far as may be
e and security,

Nothing contained in the present Charter shall autorize the United Nations
to intervene in matters which are essentially within|the domestic jurisdiction
of any state or shall require the Members to submif such mallers to
selllement under the present Charter: but this pringiple shall not prejudice

the application of enforcement measures under Ch

pter Vil
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The original Members of the United Nations shall be(the states which, having
pariicipated in the United Nations Conference on Intemational Organization al
San Francisco, or having previously signed the Declaration by United MNations of 1
January 1842, sign the present Charter and ratify it it accordance with Article 110,

Article 4

1. Membership in the United Mations is open to all jother peace-loving slates
which accept the abligations contained in the présent Charter and, in the
judament of the Organization, are able and willing to carry out these
obligafions.

2. The admission of any such state to membershiplin the United Nations will
be effected by a decision of the General Assemt ly upon the

recommendation of the Security Council,

Article 5

A Member of the United Nations against which preverlive o enforcement action
has been taken by the Security Council may be sUzpanded from the exerclse of
the rights and privileges of membership by the Generd| Assembly upon the
recammendation of the Security Council, The exercisd of these rights and
privileges may be restored by the Security Council,

Article 6

A Member of the United Nations which has persistently violated the Principles
contained in the present Charter may be expelled from|the Organization by the
General Assembly upon the recommendation of the Sqcurity Council,

Chapter Ill: Organs
Article 7

1. There are established asg principal organs of the Uhited Nations: a General
Assembly, a Security Council, an Economic and Speial Council, a
Trusteeship Council, an International Court of Justice and a Secretariat.

2. Such subsidiary organs as may be found necessa may be established in
accordance with the present Charter,

Article 8
The United Nations shall place no resirictions on the i bility of men and women

to participate in any tapacity and under conditions of equality in its principal and
subsidiary organs.

Chapter IV: The General Assembly
COMPOSITION

FEd



Article 9

1. The General Assembly shall consist of all the Members of the United
Nations.
2. Each Member shall have not more than five replesentatives in the General
Assembly,

FUNCTIONS AND POWERS
Article 10

The General Assembly may discuss any gquestions or any matlers within the
scope of the present Charter or relating to the powers|and functions of any organs
provided for in the present Charter, and, except as ded in Article 12, may
make recommendations to the Members of the United Nations or to the Security
Council or to both on any such questions or matters,

Article 11

1. The General Assembly may consider the generallprinciples of co-operation
in the maintenance of international peace and segurity, including the
principles governing disarmament and the regulation of armaments, and
may make recommendations with regard to such principles to the Members
or to the Security Council or to both,

2. The General Assembly may discuss any questiong relating to the
maintenance of international peace and secunty byought before it by any
Member of the United Nations, or by the Security Council, or by a state
which is not a Member of the United Nations in ac
paragraph 2, and, except as provided in Article 12| may make
recommendations with regard to any such questiohs to the state or states
concemed or to the Security Council or to both. A ¥ such question on
which action is necessary shall be referred to the Jecurity Council by the
General Assembly either before or after discussio

3. The General Assembly may call the attention of th Security Council to
situations which are likely to endanger internation peace and security.

4. The powers of the General Assembly set forth in this Article shall not limit
the general scope of Article 10,

Article 12

1. While the Security Council is EXErcising in respect
situation the functions assigned to it in the present
Assembly shall not make any recommendation wit
or situation unless the Security Council so request

2. The Secretary-General, with the consent of the Sa
notify the General Assembly al each zession of an matters relative 1o the
maintenance of international peace and security which are being dealt with
by the Security Council and shall similarly notify the| General Assembly, or
the Members of the United Nations if the General Agsembly is not in

f any dispule or
harter, the General
regard 1o that dispute

rity Council, shall
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session, iImmediately the Security Council ceasds to deal with such

miatters.

Article 13

1. The General Assembly shall initiate studies and make recommendations for

the purpose of

1. promoling international co-operation in thé political field and

encouraging the progressive de velopment o
codification;

f international law and its

2. promoting international co-operation in the economic, social, cultural,

educational, and health fields, and assisti g
human rights and fundamental freedoms fbr
10 race, sex, language, or religion.

in the realization of
all without distinction as

2. The further responsibilities, functions and powers of the General Assembiy
with respect to matters mentioned in paragraph 1| (b) above are set forth in

Chapters 1X and X_

Article 14
Subject to the provisions of Article 12, the General

bly may recommend

measures for the peaceful adjustment of any situation, [regardiess of arigin, which

it deems likely to impair the general welfare or friendly
including situations resulling from a violation of the proyi
Charter selting forth the Purposes and Frinciples of th

Article 15

ialions among nations,
sions of the present

United Nations.

1. The General Assembly shall receive and consider annual and special
reports from the Security Council: these reports shall include an account of
the measures that the Security Council has decidgd upen or taken to

maintain international peace and security.

2. The General Assembly shall receive and consider reports from the other

organs of the United Nations.

Article 16

The General Assembly shall perform such functions with respect to the

international trusteeship system as are assigned 1o it un
including the approval of the trusteeship agreements for
strategic.

Article 17

1. The General Assembly shall consider and approve
Organization.

fer Chapters Xi and X1,
areas not designated as

the budget of the

2. The expenses of the Organization shall be bome by the Members as

apportioned by the General Assembly.




- The General Assembly shall
budgetary arrangements wit
and shall examine the administrative budgets o
with a view to making reco

consider and apprp

VOTING

Article 18

1.
2.

Each member of the General Assembly shall ha
Decisions of the General Assembly on impertan
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ve any financial and

h specialized agenties referred 1o in Article 57

such specialized agencies

mmendations to the &gencies concerned

e one vote.
questions shall be made

by a two-thirds majority of the members present
questions shall include: recommendations with r
of international peace and secy rity,
members of the Security Council,
Economic and Social Council, the
Council in aceordance with
new Members to the Uniled Nations, the suspen
privileges of membership, the expulsion of Mem

the operation of the trusieeship system, and bud
. Decisions on other questions, including the deter
-thirds majority, shall be

categories of questions to be decided by a two
made by a majority of the members prasent an

Article 19

A Member of the United Nations which I5
contributions to the Organization shall ha
the amount of its arregrs equals or exces
from it for the preceding two full years.
permit such a Member to vote if it is satisfied that the
conditions beyond the control of the Member,

PROCEDURE
Article 20

The General Assembly shall meet in reguiar annual <
SE58I0NS a5 occasion ma
Secretary-General at the re
Members of the United Natj

Article 21

The General Assembly shall ad
Fresident for each session

Article 22

d

ons,

paragraph 1 (c) of Arlicle 86,

in arrears in
ve no vole in
ds the amoun} of the contributions due
The General As

nd voting. These
spect o the maintenance

the election ¢f the nen-permanent
the election of the members of the
election of mefmbers of the

Trusteeship
the admission of
ion of the rights and

rs, questions relating to
etary questions,
mination of additional

yoting.

payment of its financial
General Assembly if

mbly may, nevertheless,
lure to pay is due 1o

lons and in such special

ES
¥ require. Special sessions shEFI be convoked by the
quest of the Security Council or of a majority of the

opt its own rules of procedure. It shall elect its
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The General Assembly may establish such subsidiary organs as it deems
necessary for the pedormance of its functions.

Chapter V: The Security Council
COMPOSITION
Article 23

1. The Security Council shall consist of fifleen Me bers of the United Nations.
The Republic of China, France, the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, the
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Morthern | land, and the United
States of America shall be permanent members the Security Council.
The General Assembly shall elect ten other Members of the United Nations
to be non-permanent members of the Security Council, due regard beaing
specially paid, in the first instance to the contribulion of Members of the
United Nations to the maintenance of international peace and security and
lo the other purposes of the Organization, and al$o to equitable
geographical distribution,

2. The non-permanent members of the Security Cogncil shall be elected for a
term of two years. in the first election of the non- ermanent members after
the increase of the membership of the Security Chuncil from eleven to
fifteen, two of the four additional members shall be chosen for a term of one
year. A retinng member shall not be eligible for immediate re-election

3. Each member of the Security Council shall have gne representative

FUNCTIONS AND POWERS
Article 24

1. In order to ensure prompt and effective action by the United Nations, its
Members confer on the Security Council primary responsibility for the
maintenance of international peace and security, and agree that in carrying
out its duties under this responsibility the Security Council acts an their
behalf.

2. In discharging these duties the Security Council shall act in accordance
with the Purposes and Principles of the United Naffons. The specific
powers granted to the Security Council for the dis arge of these duties are
laid dewn in Chapters VI, VII, VIIl, and XI1,

3. The Security Council shall submit annual and, when necessary, special
reports to the General Assembly for ils consideration.

Article 25

The Members of the United Mations agree to accept ang carry oul the decisions
of the Security Council in accordance with the present Charler.

Article 26




In order to promote the establishment an

and security with the least diversion for amaments
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d maintenamce of intemational peace
the world's human and

economic resources, the Securlly Council shall be ponsible for formulating,
with the assistance of the Military Staff Committee referred to in Article 47, plans
to be submitted to the Members of the United Nations for the establishment of a
system for the regulation of amaments.

VOTING

Article 27

1. Each member of the Security Council shall havelone vote.

2. Decisions of the Security Council on procedural
an affirmative vote of nine members.

Decisions of the Security Council on all other ma
affirmative vote of nine members including the cg
permanent members; provided that, in decisions
under paragraph 3 of Article 52, a party 1o a disp
voting.

PROCEDURE
Article 28

3.

1. The Security Council shall be so organized as to |

matters shall be made by

fters shall be made by an
ncurring votes of the
Lnder Chapter VI, and
ile shall abstain from

pe able o function

continuously. Each member of the Security Cc-ugril shall for this purpose

be represented al all times at the seat of the Or
The Security Council shall hold periodic meetings
members may, if it so desires, be represented by
government or by some other specially designate

of the Organization as in its judgment will best fac

Article 29

- The Security Couneil may hold mestings at such g

ization.

al which each of ils
member of the
representative.

laces other than the seat
flitate its work,

The Security Council may establish such subsidiary organs as it deems

necessary for the performance of its functions.

Article 30

The Securty Council shall ado
of selecling its President

Article 31

plits own rules of proced

Lire, including the method

Any Member of the United Nations which is not a me

r of the Securty Council

m
may participate, without vote, in the discussion of any q':.l%slinn brought before the

Security Council whenever the latter considers that the i

are specially affected.

terests of thal Member
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Article 32

Any Member of the United Nations which is not a member of the Security Council
or any state which is not a Member of the United Na ns, if it Is a party o a
dispute under consideration by the Security Council, Bhall be inviled 1o participate,
without vote, in the discussion relating to the dispute [The Security Council shall
lay down such conditions as it deems just for the partjcipation of a state which is
nol a Member of the United Nations.

1. The parties to any dispute, the continuance of wiich is likely to endanger
the maintenance of international peace and sec ity, shall, first of all, seek
a solution by negotiation, enguiry, mediation, corjeiliation, arbitration,
judicial settlement, resort to regional agencies orlarrangements, of other
peaceful means of their own choice.

2. The Security Council shall, when it deems necessary, call upon the parties
to seltle their dispute by such means.

Article 34

The Security Council may investigate any dispute, or Sy situation which mighi
lead to international friction or give rise to a dispute, in prder lo determine whether
the continuance of the dispute or situation is likely to emdanger the maintenance
of International peace and SECLUIity.

Article 35

1. Any Member of the United Nations may bring any dispute, or any siluation
of the nature referred to in Article 34, 1o the attentipn of the Security Council
or of the General Assembly,

2. A state which is not a Member of the United Nations may bring to the
attention of the Security Council or of the General Assembly any dispute to
which it Is a party if it accepts In advance, for the furposes of the dispute,
the obligations of pacific settlement provided in thd present Charter.

3. The proceedings of the General Assembly in respact of matters brought to
its attention under this Article will be subject to the provisions of Articles 11
and 12,

Article 36

1. The Security Council may, at any stage of a digputé of the nature referred
ta in Article 33 or of a situation of like nature, recommend appropriate
procedures or methods of adjustment,

Z. The Security Council should take into consideratior any procedures for the
settlement of the dispute which have already been pdopted by the parties.
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3. In making recommendations under this Article u:a- Security Council should
also take into consideration thal legal disputes should as a general rule be
referred by the parties to the International Court lof Justice in accordance
with the provisions of the Statute of the Court,

Article 37

1. Should the parties to a dispute of the nature refefred to in Article 33 fail to
setfle it by the means indicated in that Article, th y shall refer it to the
Security Council.

2. If the Security Council deems that the contin uange of the dispute is in fact
likely to endanger the maintenance of int&rnat'rmEl peace and security, il

shall decide whether to take action under Article 36 or to recommend such
terms of settiernent as il may consider appropria

Article 38

Without prejudice to the provisions of Arlicles 33 to 37| the Security Council may,
if all the parties to any dispule so requesl, make recommendstions o the parties
with a view o a pacific settlement of the dispute.

Chapter VII: Action with Respect to Threats to the
Peace, Breaches of the Peace, and Acts of
Aggression

Article 39

The Security Council shall determine the existence of any threat to the peace,

breach of the peace, or act of aggression and shall make recommendations, or
decide what measures shall be taken in accordance with Articles 41 and 42 to
maintain or restore intemational peace and security.

Article 40

In arder to prevent an aggravation of the situation, the Security Council may,
before making the recommendations or deciding upon the measures provided for
in Article 39, call upon the parties concemed io comply with such provisicnal
Mmeasures as it deems necessary or desirable. Such pravisional measures shall
be without prejudice to the rights, claims, or position of the parties concemed. The
Security Council shall duly lake account of failure to co ply with such provisional
megsuras,

Article 41

The Security Council may decide what measures not inyolving the use of armed
force are to be employed to give effect to its decisions, iajl:l it may call upon the
Members of the United Nations to apply such measures| These may include
complete or partial inlerruption of economic relations and of rail, sea, air, postal,
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telegraphic, radio, and other means of communication, and the severance of
diplomatic relations

Article 42

Should the Security Council consider that measures ed for in Arficke 41
would be inadequate or have proved to be Inadequat, it may take such action by
air, sea, or land forces as may be necessary o maintgin or restore intermational
peace and security, Such action may include demon trations, blockade, and other
operations by air, sea, or land forces of Members of the United Nations.

Article 43

1. All Members of the United Mations, in order to contribute to the
maintenance of international peace and security, |undertake to make
available to the Security Council, on its call and i accordance with a
special agreement or agreements, armed forces. assistance, and facilities,
including rights of passage, necessary for the putpose of maintaining
international peace and security.

2. Such agreement or agreements shall govern the humbers and types of
forces, their degree of readiness and general location, and the nature of the
facilities and assistance to be provided,

3. The agreement or agreements shall be negotialedl as soon as possible on
the initiative of the Security Council. They shall bg concluded between the
Security Council and Members or betwesn the Sgcurity Council and groups
of Members and shall be subject ta ratification by the signatory states in
accordance with their respective constitutional progcesses,

Article 44

When the Security Council has decided to use force it ghall, before calling upon a
Member not represented on it to provide armed forces in fulfilment of the
obligations assumed under Article 43, invite thal Member, if the Member so
desires, lo participate in the decisions of the Security Council conceming the
employment of confingents of that Member's armed forges.

Article 45

In arder to enable the United Nations to take urgent mililary measures, Members
shall hold immediately available national air-force contingents for combined
international enforcement action. The strength and degrie of readiness of these
contingents and plans for their combined action shall be determined within the
limits laid down in the special agreement or agraements|referred lo in Article 43,
by the Security Council with the assistance of the Military Staff Committes,

Article 46

Plans for the application of armed force shall be made by the Security Council
with the assistance of the Military Staff Committee,




Article 47
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1. There shall be established 3 Military Staff Comnittee to atvise and assig|
the Security Council on all questions relating to{the Security Council's

ent,

Member of the United Mations not permanently
Committee shall be invited by the Commitiee to

mational peace and
s placed at ils disposal, the

Chiefs of Staff of the

heir representatives. Any
epresented on the
associaled with it when

the efficient discharge of the Committee's respofsibilities requires the

participation of that Member in its work.

3. The Military Staff Committee shall be responsible under

the Security

Council for the strategic direction of any armed forces placed at the

disposal of the Security Council, CQuestions relat
such forces shall be worked out sy bsequently.

g to the command of

4. The Military Staff Committee, with the authoriza iﬂ of the Security Gouncil

and after consultation with appropriate regional
regional sub-commitiees

Article 48

encies. may establish

1. The action required to carry out the decisions of the Security Council for the
maintenance of international peace and security ghall be taken by ail the
Members of the United Mations or by some of then. as the Security Council

may determine,

2. Buch decisions shall be carried out by the Membdrs of the United MNations
directly and thraugh their action in the appropriate intemational agencies of

which they are members.

Article 49

The Members of the United Nations shall Jein in afferding mutual assistance in

camying out the measures decided upon by the Security Council,

Article 50

Il preventive or enforcement measures against any stalg are taken by the
Security Council, any other state, whether a Member of the United Nations or not,
which finds itself confronted with special economic probllems arsing from the

camying out of those measures shall have the right to ¢
with regard to a solution of those problems,

Article 51

sull the Security Council

Meothing in the present Charter shall impair the inherent right of individual or
collective self-defence if an armed attack occurs against b Member of the United
Nations, until the Security Council has taken measures necessary to maintain




nternational peace and secu
this right of self-defence shall
shall not in any way affect
under the present Charter to take at any time such a
In order {o maintain or resiore international peace an

be immediately repor

the authority and respons llity of
ion as it deems necessary
[ security,
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rity. Measures taken by Members in the exercise of

lo the Security Council and
the Security Coundil

Chapter Vill: Regional Arrangements

Article 52

1. Nothing in the present Charter precludes the ex
arrangements or agencies for dealing with such
maintenance of international
regional action provided that
aclivities are consistent with
Nations.

. The Members of the United Nations an
constituling such agencies shall make every affo

the Purposes and Py

settlement of local disputes through such regiondi

regional agencies before referring them (o the §
. The Security Council shall encourage the develo
of local disputes through such regional arran
agencies aither on the initiative of the states
from the Security Council,
4. This Article in no way impairs the application of A

con

Article 53

1. The Security Council shall, where a
arrangements or agencies for enforcement action

no enforcement action shall be taken under region

regional agencies without the authorization of the
exceplion of measures against

flence of regional

matters relating to the
peace and securily|as are appropriate for
such arrangements|or agencies and their

inciples of the United

lering intgy such arrangements or

te achieve pacific
arrangements or by such
urity Council,
ment of pacific settiement

gements or by such regional

rried or by reference

ticles 34 and 35

Ppropriale, utilize such regional

under its authority. But
al arrangements or by
Security Council, with the

any enemy slate, as defined in paragraph 2

of this Article, provided for pursuant to Article 107
drrangements direcled against renewal of aggre
any such state, until such time as the Organizati

o
Governments concerned, ba charged with the n:j

further aggression by such a state.

- The term enemy state as used in paragraph 1 of t
stale which during the Second
signatory of the present Charter.

Article 54

The Security Council shall at all imes be kept fully info
underaken or in contemplation under regional arrang

agencies for the maintenance of intemational peace and

World War has bee

pr in regional

ve policy on the part of
may, on request of the
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Chapter IX: International Economic and Social

Cooperation
Article 55

With a view to the ereation of conditions of stability and well-being which are
necessary for peaceful and friendly relations amang rations based on respect for
the principle of equal rights and self-determination of peoples, the United Nations

shall promote:

1. higher standards of living, full employment, and donditions of economic and

social progress and development;

2. solutions of international economic, social, healtt), and related problems:
and international cultural and educationat coopergtion: and

J. universal respect for, and observance of, human frights and fundamentai
freedoms for all without distinction as to race, sey. language, or religion.

Article 56

All Members pledge themselves to take joint and sepayate action in co-operation
s sel forth in Article 55.

with the Organization for the achievement of the purp

Article 57

1. The varicus specialized agencies, establiched by fntergovernmental
agreement and having wide international responsibilities, as defined in their
basic instruments, in economic, social, cultural. e ucational, health, and
related fields, shall be brought into relationship wilh the United Nations in

accordance with the provigions of Aricle 63,

2. Such agencies thus brought inta refationship with the United Nations are

hereinafter referred to as specialized agencies.

Article 58

The Organization shall make recommendations for the
policies and acliviies of the specialized agencies.

Article 59

The Organization shall, where appropriate, iniliate nago
concemed for the creation of any new specialized agen
accomplishment of the purposes set forth in Aricle 55.

Article 60

Responsibility for the discharge of the functions of the
this Chapter shall be vested in the General Assembly a

Co-ordination of the

Lr.nlinng armong the states

ies required for the

anization set forth in
d, under the authority of




the General Assembly, in the Economic and Social Council, which shall have for
this purpose the powers set forth in Chapter X.

Chapter X: The Economic and Sokcial Council
COMPOSITION
Article 61

1. The Economic and Sacial Council shall consist gf fifty-four Members of the
United Nations elected by the General Assembl

2. Subject to the provisions of paragraph 3, eightegn members of the
Economic and Social Council shall be electad edch year for a term of three
years, A retiring member shall be eligible for immediate re-election

3. At the first election after the increase in the mem rship of the Economic
and Social Council from twenty-seven 1o fifty-four members, in addition to
the members elecied in place of the nine mem whose term of office
expires at the end of that year, twenty-seven addjtional members shall be
elected. Of these twenty-seven additional members, the term of office of
nine members so elected shall expire at the end ¢f one year, and of nine
other members at the end of two years, in accordance with arrangements
made by the General Assembly.

4. Each member of the Economic and Social Coungl shall have one

representative.

FUNCTIONS AND POWERS
Article 62

1. The Economic and Social Council may make or injtiate studies and reporis
with respect to international economic, social, cultyiral, educational, health,
and related matters and may make recommendatibns with respect fo any
such matters o the General Assambly to the Members of the United
Mations, and to the specialized agencies concernad.

Z. It may make recommendations for the purpose of promoting respect for,
and observance of, human rights and fundamental freedoms for all.

3. It may prepare draft conventions for submission tolthe General Assembly.
with respect to matters falling within its competen

4. It may call, in accordance with the rules prescribed by the United Nations.
international conferences on matters falling within s competence.

Article 63

1. The Economic and Social Council may enter inlo agreements with any of
the agencies referred to in Article 57, defining the tgrms on which the
agency concerned shall be brought into relationshig with the United
Nations. Such agreements shall be subject to apprqval by the General
Assembly,
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2. It may co-ordinate the aclivities of the specialized agencies through
consultation with and recommendations te such agencies and through
recommendations to the General Assembly and|to the Members of the
United Nations.

Article 64

1. The Economic and Social Council may take appfopriate steps lo obtain
regular reports from the specialized agencies. It may make arangements
with the Members of the United Nations and with the specialized agencies
to obtain reports on the steps taken o give effect to its own
recammendations and to recommendations on matiers falling within its
compelence made by the General Assembly,

2. It may communicate its observations on these reports to the General
Assembly.

Article 65

The Economic and Social Council may fumish informagion to the Security Council
and shall assist the Security Council upon its request,

Article 66

1. The Economic and Social Council shall perform sbich functions as fall within
its competence in conneclion with the carrying ouf of the recommendations
of the General Assembly.

2. It may, with the approval of the General Assembly perform services at the
request of Members of the United Nations and at the request of specialized
agencies.

3. It shall perform such other functions as are specified elsewhere in the
present Charter or as may be assigned fo it by the| General Assembly,

VOTING
Article 67

1. Each member of the Economic and Social Counciljshall have one vote

2, Decisions of the Economic and Social Council shall be made by a majority
of the members present and voting.

PROCEDURE

Article 68

The Economic and Social Council shall sel up commissigns in economic and
social fields and for the prometion of human rights, and quch ather commissions
&5 may be required for the perdormance of its functions,

Article 69
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The Economic and Social Council shall invite any Mamber of the United MNations
to participate, without vate, in its deliberations on any|malter of particular concern
to that Member,

Article 70
The Economic and Social Council may make arrangements for representatives of
the specialized agencies 1o participate, withoul vote, if its deliberations and in
those of the commissions established by it, and for its{representatives to
participate in the defiberations of the specialized agengies.

Article 71

The Economic and Social Council may make suitable [arrangements for
consultation with non-govemmental organizations which are concerned with
matters within its competence, Such arrangements may be made with
international organizations and, where appropriate, with national organizations
after consultation with the Member of the United Matiohs concemed.

Article 72

1. The Economic and Social Council shall adopt its dwn rules of procedure,
Including the method of selecting its President.

2. The Economic and Social Council shall meet as required in accordance
with its rules, which shall include provision for the jconvening of meetings on
the request of a majority of its members.

Chapter XI: Declaration Regarding Non-Self-
Governing Territories

Article 73

Members of the United Nations which have or assume fesponsibilities for the
administration of territories whose peoples have not yet|attained a full measure of
salf-government recognize the principle that the interests of the inhabitants of
these teritories are paramount, and accept as a sacred|trust the obligation to
promote to the utmaost, within the system of internationa peace and security
established by the present Charter, the well-being of thg inhabitants of these
lemitories, and, to this end:

1. to ensure, with due respect for the culture of the paoples concerned, their
political, economic, social, and educational advancement, their just
treatment, and their protection against abuses:

2. 1o develop self-government, to take due account oflthe political aspirations
of the peoples, and to assist them in the pmgressi'u'E development of their

free political institutions, according to the particular gircumstances of each
lermiory and its peoples and their varying stages of pdvancement:
3. lo further international peace and securily;
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4. 1o promote constructive measures of development, to encourage research,
and to co-operate with one anather and, when and where appropriate, with
specialized international bodies with a view o the practical achievement of
the social, economic, and scientific purposes sdt forth in this Article: and

5. to transmit regularly to the Secretary-General fdr information puUrposes,
subject to such limitation as security and constititional considerations may
require, statistical and other infarmation of 5 technical nature relating lo
economic, social, and educational conditions in the territories for which they
are respectively responsible other than those tefritories o which Chapters
Xl and XNl apply.

Article 74

Members of the United Nations afsa agree that their golicy in respect of the
terntories to which this Chapter applies, no less than in respect of their
mefropoltan areas, must be based on the feneral Dc:?::iple of good-

neighbourfiness, due account being taken of the intergsts and well-being of the
rest of the world, in social, economic, and commerciallmatters

Chapter XII: International Trusteeship System
Article 75

The United Nations shall establish under its authority dn international trusteeship

syslem for the administration and supervision of such lerritories as may be placed
thereunder by subsequent individual agreements. Thege territories are hereinafier
referred 1o as trust terrtories,

Article 76

The basic objectives of the trusteeship system, in accoldance with the Purposes
of the United Nations laid down in Article 1 of the pr | Charter, shall be:

1. 1o further international peace and security;

2. 1o promote the political, economic, soclal, and educational advancement of
the inhabitants of the trust territories, and their propressive development
towards self-government or independence as maylbe appropriate to the
particular circumstances of each territory and its peoples and the freely
expressed wishes of the pecples concerned, and 3s may be provided by
the terms of each trusteeship agreement;

3. lo encourage respect for human rights and for fundamental freedoms for all
without distinction as to race, sex, language, or rﬁlijinn. and lo encourage
recognition of the interdependence of the peoples of the world: and

4. o ensure equal treatment in social, economic, and|commercial matters for
all Members of the United Nations and thair nat'n:uni‘!:_ and also equal

i

treatment for the latter in the administration of justige, without prejudice to
the attainment of the foregeing objectives and subjéct o the provisions of
Article 80
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Article 77

1. The trusteeship system shall apply to such territpries in the following
categories as may be placed thereunder by megns of trusteeship
agreements:

1. territories now held under mandate;

2. territories which may be detached fram ememy slates as a result of
the Second World War; and

3. territories voluntarily placed under tha sysgtem by states responsible
for their administration,

2. It will be a matter for subsequent agreement as th which territories in the
faregoing categories will be brought under the trgsteeship system and upon
what terms.

Article 78

The trusteeship system shall not apply o territories wiich have become Members
of the United Nalions, relationship among which shall pe based on respect for the

principle of sovereign equality.
Article 79

The terms of trusteeship for each territory to be placed under the trusteeship
syslem, including any alteration or amendment, shall agreed upon by the
slates directly concerned, including the mandatory power in the case of lemitories
held under mandate by a Member of the United Nati . @nd shall be approved
as provided for in Aricles 83 and 85.

Article 80

1. Except as may be agreed upon in individual trust eship agreements, made
under Articles 77, 79, and 81, placing each territofy under the trusteeship
system, and until such agreements have been co cluded, nothing in this
Chapter shall be construed in or of itself io alter in any manner the rights
whatsoever of any states aor any peoples or the tefms of existing
International instruments to which Members of the United Nations may
respectively be parties.

2. Paragraph 1 of this Article shall not be interpreted ps giving grounds for
delay or postponement of the negotiation and condlusion of agreements for
placing mandated and other territories under the trusleeship system as
provided for in Article 77.

Article 81

The trusteeship agreement shall in each case include the terms under which the
trust territary will be administered and designate the authority which will exercise
the administration of the trust tarritory. Such authority, hereinafter called the
administering authority, may be one or more states ar Organization itself.
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Article 82

There may be designated, in any trusteeship agreement, a strategic area or areas
which may include part or all of the frust territory to which the agreement applies,
without prejudice to any special agreement or agreernents made under Arice 43,

Article 83

1. All functions of the United Nalions relating to str legic areas, including the
approval of the terms of the lrusteeship agreemdnts and of their alteration
or amendment shall be exercised by the Security Council,

2. The basic objectives set forth in Article 78 shall §e applicable to the people
of each strategic area.

3. The Security Council shall subject io the prnu'rsiﬂ:ns of the trusteeship
agreements and without prejudice to secunty considerations, avail itself of
the assistance of the Trusteeship Council to perform those functions of the
United Nations under the trusteeship system relli'ng to political, economic,
social, and educational matters in the stralegic afteas.

Article 84

It shall be the duty of the administering authority to endure that the trust territory
shall play its part in the maintenance of international ce and security. To this
end the administering authority may make use of volurteer forces, facilities, and
assistance from the trust termiory in camying out the objigations towards the
Security Councll undertaken in this regard by the admihistering authority, as well
as for local defence and the maintenance of law and ofder within the trust
territory,

Article 85

1. The functions of the United Nations with regard totrusteeship agreements

for all areas not designated as strategic, including fthe approval of the terms
of the lrusteeship agreements and of their alteratidn or amendment, shall
be exercised by the General Assembly.

2. The Trusteeship Council, operating under the aullryn'ly of the General
Assembly shall assist the General Assembly in ca ing cut these functions,

Chapter Xlii: The Trusteeship Council
COMPOSITION
Article 86

1. The Trusteeship Council shall consist of the following Members of the
United Nations:

1. those Members administering trust territorieq:

2. such of those Members mentioned by name jn Article 23 as are not
administering trust territories: and
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3. as many other Members elecled for th -year terms by the General
Assembly as may be necessary to ensr:Ia that the lotal number of
members of the Trusteeship Council is efually divided between
those Members of the United MNations which administer trust
territories and those which do not.

2. Each member of the Trusteeship Council shall designale one specially
qualified person to represent it therein,

FUNCTIONS AND POWERS

Article 87

The General Assembly and, under ite authority, the Tlusteeship Council, in
carrying out their functions, may:

1. consider reporis submitted by the administering authority;

2. accept petitions and examine them in consultation with the administering
autharity;

3. provide for periodic visits to the respective frust territories at times agreed
upan with the administering authority: and

4. take these and other actions in conformity with thie terms of the trusteeship
agreements,

Article 88

The Trusteeship Council shall formulate a questionnaite on the political,
economic, social, and educational advancement of the inhabilants of each lrust
territory, and the administering authority for each trust rmitory within the
competence of the General Assembly shall make an ahnual report to the General
Assembly upon the basis of such questionnaira.

VOTING
Article 89

1. Each member of the Trusteeship Council shall have ane vole,
<. Decisions of the Trusteeship Council shall be mad by a majority of the
members present and voting.

PROCEDURE
Article 90

1. The Trusteeship Council shall adopt its own rules gf procedure, including
the method of selecting its President.

2. The Trusteeship Council shall meel as required in gccordance with its
rules, which shall include provision for the convenirlg of meetings on the
request of a majority of its members,
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Article 91

The Trusteeship Council shall when appropriate, avpil itself of the assistance of
the Economic and Social Council and of the specialiped agencies in regard (o
matlers with which they are respeclively concermed,

Chapter XIV: The International Court of Justice
Article 92

The International Court of Justice shall be the principél judicial organ of the United
Nations. Il shall function in accordance with the anneted Statute. which is based
upon the Statute of the Permanent Court of International Justice and forms an
integral part of the present Charler.

Article 93

1. All Members of the United Nations are ipso facto parties lo the Statute of
the International Court of Justice,

2. A state which is not a Member of the United Natigns may become a party to
the Statute of the International Court of Justice of conditions 1o be
determined in each case by the General Assem ¥ upan the
recommendation of the Security Council.

Article 94

1. Each Member of the United Nations undertakes tg comply with the decision
of the International Court of Justice in any case to|which it is a party,

£. Ifany party to a case fails to perform the obligatiofs incumbent upon it
under a judgment rendered by the Court, the othe party may have
recourse lo the Security Council, which may, if it deems necessary, make
recommendations or decide upon measures io he taken to give effect to the
judgment.

Article 95

Mothing in the present Charter shall prevent Members of the United Nations from
enirusting the solution of their differences 1o other trlbuchs by virtue of
agreements already in existence or which may be concipded in the future.

Article 96

1. The General Assembly or the Security Council may request the
International Court of Justice tn give an advisory opinion on any legal
question.

2, Other organs of the United Nations and specialized agencies, which may at
any time be so authorized by the General Assembly. may also requesi
advisory opinions of the Cour on legal questions arlsing within the scope of
their activities.




Chapter XV: The Secretariat

Article 97
The Secretariat shall comprise a Secretary-General
Organization may require. The Secretary-General s

General Assembly upon the recommendation of the
the chief administrative officer of the Organization,

Article 98

that capacity in all
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nd such staff as the
Il be appointed by the
Becurity Council. He shall be

meetings of the Genearal

The Secretary-General shall act in
Assembly, of the Security Council,

Social Council, and of the

of the Economic a
Trusteeship Council, and shall perform such other mj:t‘ims as are entrusted to

him by these organs, The Secretary-General shall m
General Assembly on the work of the Organization,

Article 99

The Secretary-General may bring to the attention of
matter which in his opinion may threaten the mainten
and security,

Article 100

1. In the performance of their duties the Secretary-

not seek or receive instructions from

authority external to the Organization. They shal

ke an annual report to the

Security Council any
of intemational peace

Qeneral and the staff shall

any guvemrrlﬂnt or from any other
|

efrain from any action

Article 101
1,

2.

. Each Member of the United Nations undertakes tq

which might reflect on their position as internation
only to the Crganization.

international character of the responsibilities of the

Al officials responsible

respect the exclusively

Secretary-General and

the staff and not to seek to influence them in the discharge of their

responsibilities,

The staff shall be appointed by the Secretary-Geng
established by the General Assembly.
Appropriate staffs shall be permanently assigned
Social Council, the Trusteeship Council, and, as

of the United Nations. These stafis shall form

determination of the conditions of service shall be t
the highest standards of efficiancy, competence, ar

ral under regulations

the Economic and
uired. to other organs

8 pant of the Secretariat
- The paramount consideration in the employment of the staff and in the

& hecessity of securing
d infegrity. Due regard

shall be paid to the importance of recruiting the staff on as wide a

geographical basis as possible.
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Chapter XVI: Miscellaneous Provisions
Article 102

1. Every treaty and every international agreement entered into by any
Member of the United Mations after the present Charler comes into force
shall as soon as possible be registered with the [Secretariat and published
by i,

2. No party 1o any such trealy or international agreement which has not been
registered in accordance with the provisions of garagraph 1 of this Article
may invoke that treaty or agreement before any prgan of the United
Mations,

Article 103

In the event of a conflict between the obligations of thrr Members of the United
Nations under the present Charler and their obligations under any other
inernational agreement, their obligations under the present Charter shall prevail,

Article 104

The Organization shall enjoy in the tertory of each c:JiLs Members such legal
capacily as may be necessary for the exercise of its nctions and the fulfilment of
i1s purposes.

Article 105

1. The Organization shall enjoy in the territory of eagh of its Members such
privileges and immunities as are necessary for the fulfilment of its
PUrposes.

2. Representatives of the Members of the United N?Fﬂna and officials of the

Organization shall similarly enjoy such privileges and immunities as are
nacessary for the independent exercise of their fu clions in connection with
the Organization,
3. The General Assembly may make recommendatigns with a view lo
determining the details of the application of paragiaphs 1 and 2 of this
Article or may propose conventions to the Membets of the United Nations
for this purpose,

Chapter XVII: Transitional Security Arrangements
Article 106

Panding the coming into force of such special agreemets referred to in Aricle 43
as in the opinion of the Security Council enable it to begln the exercise of iis
responsibilities under Article 42, the parties to the Four-Nation Declaration, signed
at Moscow, 30 October 1943, and France, shall, in a ance with the
provisions of paragraph 5 of that Declaration, consult with one another and as
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INations with a view to such
Necessary for the purpose of

CLoasion requires with other Members of the United
joint action on behalf of the Organization as may be

maintaining international peace and SECUrily.

Article 107

Nothing in the present Charter shall invalidate or predlude action, in relation to any

stale which during the Second World War has been
the present Charter, taken or authorized as 3 result
Govemments having responsibility for such action.

Chapter XVIIl: Amendments
Article 108

of

United Nations when they have been adopted by a v

#n enemy of any signatory to

that war by the

e of twa thirds of the

Amendments to the present Charter shall come into Ema for all Members of the

members of the General Assembly and ratified in
constitutional processes by two thirds of the Members
Including all the permanent members of the Security (

Article 109

1. A General Conference of the Members of the Uni

ance with their respective
of the United Nations,
ouncil

ted Mations for the

purpose of reviewing the present Charler may be
to be fixed by a two-thirds vate of the members o
and by a vote of any nine members of the Securi
of the United Nations shall have one vote in the

Any alteration of the present Charter recommend

the conference shall take effect when ratified in ad

held at a date and place
the General Assembly
Council. Each Member
nference.

d by a two-thirds vote of

cordance with their

respective constitutional processes by two thirds le the Members of the

United Mations including all the permanent mem
Council,

the General Assembi
Charter, the proposal
agenda of that session of the Genaral Assembly,
be held if so decided by a majority vote of the me

y following the coming into f

Assembly and by a vote of any seven members of

- If such a conference has not been held before the

rs of the Security

tenth annual session of
e of the present

fo call such & conference shill be placed on the

nd the conference shall
bers of the General
the Security Council,

Chapter XIX: Ratification and Signature

Article 110

1.
with their respective constitutional processes,
2.

The present Charter shall be ratified by the signato

[y slates in accordance

The ratifications shall be deposited with the Gavernment of the United
States of America, which shall notify all the signato

¥ slales of each deposit




as well as the Secretary-General of the Organization when he has been
appointed.

3. The present Charter shall come into force upon the deposit of ralifications
by the Republic of China, France, the Union of $Soviel Socialist Republics,
the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northefn Ireland, and the United
States of America, and by a majority of the othe signatory stales. A
protocol of the ratifications deposited shall therelipen be drawn up by the
Government of the United States of America which shall communicate
copies thereof to all the signatory states.

4. The states signatory to the prasent Charter whi
inta force will become original Members of the U
of the deposit of their respective ratifications,

Article 111

ratify it after it has come
ited Nations on the date

ssian, English, and

ited in the archives of the
ified copies thereof shall be
the other signatory states.

The present Charter, of which the Chinese, French,
Spanish texts are equally authentic, shall rernain de
Government of the United Siates of America. Duly ce
transmitied by that Govemment to the Govemments

In Faith Whereof the representatives of the Governm of the United Mations
have signed the present Charter. DONE at the city of $an Francisco the twenty-
sixth day of June, one thousand nine hundred and fo five.

Note on Amendments to Articles 23, 27, 61, 109

re adopted by the

Amendments to Adicles 23, 27 and 61 of the Charter
General Assembly on 17 December 1963 and came i o force on 31 August
1965. A further amendment to Aricle 61 was adopted by the General Assembly
on 20 December 1971, and came into force on 24 Se ember 1973, An
amendment to Article 109, adopted by the General A embly on 20 December
1965, came into force on 12 June 1968

The amendment to Adicle 23 enlarges the membershig of the Security Council
from eleven to fifteen. The amended Aricle 27 provideq that decisions of the
Security Council on procedural matlers shall be made an affirmative vote of
nine members (formerly seven) and an all other matle by an affimative vote of
nine members (formerly seven), micluding the concuring votes of the five
permanent members of the Security Council,

The amendment to Article 61, which entered into force
enlarged the membership of the Economic and Social Qouncil from eighteen to
twenly-seven. The subsequent amendment to that At &, which entered into

force on 24 September 1973, further increased the menpbership of the Council
from twenty-seven to fifty-four.

n 37 August 1965,

The amendment to Article 109 which relates to the first paragraph of that Aricle,
pravides that a General Conference of Member States for the purpose of
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reviewing the Charter may be held at a date and plage 1o be fixed by a two-thirds
vote of the members of the General Assembly and by a vote of any ning
members (formerly seven) of the Security Council, ragraph 3 of Articke 109,
which deals with the consideration of a possible revigw conference during the
tenth regular session of the General Assembly, has Heen retained in its ariginal
form in its reference to a "vote, of any seven membets of the Security Council®,
the paragraph having been acted upon in 1955 by thg General Assembly, at its
tenth reguiar session, and by the Secunty Council.
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Human Rights
rr

From Wikipadia, the frea ancyclapedia
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Human rights are the same for all pecple . *
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Human rights are moral principles that set specific gtandards of

human behavior and are usually protected
as legal rights under national and International law .
"commonly understood inalienable fundamental rig
is entitled from the moment of birth, simply becaus
being” ' _These include civil and political rights sug
life and liberty , freedom of thought and expression
law."™ . Human rights also include economic, social
as the right to work , the right to health , the right to
housing , medical care , education and the right to p

They are considered as
ts to which every person
he is a human

h as the right 1o

and eguality before the
and cultural rights, such
cod , the right to
prticipate in culture |

Human rights, therefore, are considered intemnations
everywhere) and protect equality (they apply the sa
everyone). The doctrine of human rights has obviou
international law as well as national constitutions , s
action of non-governmental grganizations and they

public order around the world. According to the idea
peacetime public discourse in the world community

language, it is that of human rights” . The strong ol
doctrine continue to cause great skeplicism and dis

content, nature and rationale of human rights even t
question of what conslitutes a "right” is itself controy

ongoing philosophical debate.

| (applied and valid
to
ly influenced
te policies and the
re the comerstone of
of human rights, "if
8% 3 common moral
ims of human rights
reement about the
day. Indeed, the
rsial and the subject of

Many of the key ideas that sparked the human rights| mavement were shaped

in the aftermath of World War |l and the atrocities of

he Holocaust . and

""-.
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escalaled with the adoption of the Universal Declgralion of Human

Rights in Paris by the United Nalions General Assembly in 1948 . Two years
later, the celebration of Warld Human Rights Day pn December 10 was
established. The ancient worldit did not include concept of international
human rights. The real forerunner of the human ri hts debate was the concept
of natural rights, which formed part of the medieval tradition of Natural

Law espoused during the Enlightenment by philospphers such as John

Locke , Francis Hulcheson and Jean-Jacgues Enﬂnamacci , while dominating

the English Bill of Rights. on Righis and the political ideals of
the American and French Revolutions .

-

The member states of the United Nations &

These were the foundations from which modem human rights arguments
emerged in the second half of the 20th century I |

Because the recognition of the inherent dignity of all r:]mnhars of the human
family and their equal and inalienable rights is the four|dation of freedom, justice
and peace in the world,

— 1=l sentence of the Preamble of the Univer eclaration of Human Rights of

All men are bom free and equal in dignity and rights. They are endowed with
reason and conscience, and ought to treat each other i a spirit of brotherhood,

— Article 1 of the UN Universal Declaration of Human

History of the concept of human rights | Edit | edit code ]

Although ideas of rights and freedom have existed in some form for much of
human history, they do not resemble the modern conception of human
rights. According to Jack Donnelly, in ancient times "fraditional societies
usually had elaborate and detailed systems of division of duties [.. ]
conceptions of justice, political legitimacy, human well-being that sought to
realize human dignity, as well as well-being entirely independent of human
rights. These institutions and practices are more altemnatives than different
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formulations of human rights™ ™ . The modern congept of human rights can be
consiaered to have been bomn in EurcpeRenaissance and the Protesiani
Reformation , alongside the disappearance of feudbl absolutism and

the religious conservatism that dominated the Mids € Ages . One theory is
that human rights developed as a theory during thel early modern period,
alongside the European secularization of Judeo - Qhristian ethics, The most
widely held view now is that the concept of human ights was borm and
developed in the Westand that, while earlier cullures had important moral
concepts, the concept of human rights generally did not. For example,
Meintyre argues that there is no word conveying th meaning "right” in any
language before 1400 "% |

Column with the Code of Hammurahi .
Antiquity [ Edit | edit code |

In ancient Mesopolamia they are witnessed from 2330 BC. about the earliest
iegal codes which included to some extent the concept of right. The oldest
surviving legal code is the Neo- Sumerian Code of Ur-Nammus (. 2050

BCE ). The best-known set of laws, the Code of Hamrmurabi {¢. 1780 BCE ),
contained rules—and penalties for breaking the rules—that reg;ulated a range
of issues such as the rights of women, children, and Elaves ! ' In the
prologues of these codices the Mesopotamia are inveked gods for the purpose
of divine validation.

The origin of human rights in societies often went from religious sacred

texls . The Vedas , the Bible , the Tao Te Ching of Lgo Tzu , the Analects of
Confucius , the teachings of the Buddha ' and the Quran are among the
ancient written sources that deal with issues such as the duties, rights and
obligations of the individual. Similarly, a variety of philosophical ideas included
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notions of what could be considered human rights, culminating in the
establishment of democratic polity in ancient Athers {seeAthenian
gsmncra% } ¥ the polity known in political historl as the polity of

equality = . Then, for the first time in the history of humanity, concepis such
as equality, equity, equality and freedom of speech were practically applied
among all (free) citizens [14 | . It took more than twb millennia for these
concepts o be projected again, to all people this tife, by the American and
French Revolutions 141131

A notable place in the history of human rights is the Cyrus Scroll of 539 BC, |
which has been described as "the first declaration ¢f human rights” in

history ", while the oidest legal code in Europe is|the Gortyna

Inscription . The Edicts (Decrees) of Emperor Ashaks of India ( 272 - 231 BC )
are social and moral applications of Buddhisi principles . The Constitution of
Medina of 622 AD , which was compiled by Muhammad, was a formal
agreement between the tribes living in Medina and
included Muslims , Jews and pagans ' .
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The Magna Carta stipulated the monarch 's respect ffor certain legal rights of

the people .
Middle Ages | Edit | edit code |

The English Magna Carfa of 1215 """ | a medieval charter of liberty, played a
particularly important role in the history of English lalw, but also in

maodern international and constitutional law . But the|Magna Carta was not a
charter of human rights, but rather only a foundation|of them and was a form
of limited politically and legally binding agreement to deal with special political
conditions. In the case of Magna Carta, this was latdr recognized during early
modern debates about rights.

One of the earliest historical records of human rightsis the Statute of
Kalisz (Kalisz) in 1264 , which granted privileges to the Jewish minority in the
Kingdom of Poland, such as protection from discrimihation and hate speech.

16th-18th century [ Edil | edit code |
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Many of the modem laws and most of the modern interpretations of human
rights come from relatively recent history. The first|conception of human rights
is credited to ideas about natural rights deriving frgm natural law. In particular,
the issue of universal rights was introduced by Spanish clerics such as
Francisco de Vitoria and Bartholomew de las Casgds considering the
possibility of extending the rights of indigenous pe ples . In the debate heild

in Valladolid , Juan Ginez de Sepulveda, who supported the Aristotelian view
of humanity being divided into different class categories of different value,
disagreed with Las Casas, who advocated equal rights to freedam from

slavery for all people, regardless of race or religion{their.

The Declaration of the Rights of Man and of the Citizen , which was ratifiad by
the French National Assembly on August 26, 1789 .

The 17th-century English philosopher John Locke mentioned natural rights in
his work, defining them as rights "to life, liberty, and property (real),” and
argued that these fundamental rights cannot be waivied from

the social contract . In Britain in 1689, the English Bill of Rights [ " and the
corresponding Scottish Bill of Rights outlawed a number of oppressive
government actions, while the Virginia il of | Fightsof 1776 codified into law a
number of fundamental individual rights and civil liberiies influencing later
proclamations. Two major revolutions during the 18t century, one in

the United States ( 1776 ) and one in France ( 1789 ], led to the adoption of
the Declaration of Independence of the United Stated of America and the
French Declaration of the Rights of Man and of the Citizen , respectively. , on
the basis of which specific legal rights were granted. These two declarations
were the main source of modemn individual liberties 2121

We accept the following truths as self-evident, that all men are created equal, and
are endowed by their Creator with certain inviolable Rights, among which are the
right to Life, the right to Liberty, and the right to the pursuil of Happiness.
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— US Declaration of Independence, July 4, 1776 4

The law should be the same for everyone, regardiesg of whether it protects ar
punishes. Since all citizens are equal befora the law] they can all participate
equally in public offices, positions and services accotding to their abilities and
without any other distinction than that which springs from their vidue and talent.

, August 26, 1789 &

— Declaration of the Rights of Man and of the Citize

This was followed by advances in the philosophy of human rights

by philosaphers such as the American Thomas Palne | the English John
Stuart Mill , and the German Georg Hegel during the 18th and 18th
centuries . The term "human rights" probably came into being in the period
between Paine 's Rights of Man and William Lioyd arrison 's writings in The
Liberator newspaper , who wrote that he was frying to enlist his readers "in
the great struggle of human rights” 12!, However, tHe term had been used by
at least one writer as early as 1742 ¥

19th century [ Edit | edit code |

In the nineteenth century human rights became a céntral issue with the issue
of slavery . A number of reformers, particularly Willlem Wilberforce in Britain |
worked to abolish slavery. This was made possible jn the British Empire
through the Slave Trade Legislation Act of 1807 and the Slavery Abolition Act
of 1833. In the US, all the northern states had aboliéhed the institution of
slavery between 1777 and 1804, even though the sputhemn states clung tightly
to the “peculiar institution. The conflict and controy ¥ over the expansion of
slavery into new territories was one of the causes fdr the secession of the
southemn states and the American Civil War . Durind the Reconstruction
period that followed the war, several amendments were made o

the United States Constitution . These include the 15th amendment abolishing
slavery, the 14th amendment guaranteeing full citizanship and civil rights to all
born in the United Statesand the 15th Amendment, which guaranteed African-
Americans the right to vote,

20th century

Many groups and movements achieved profound s
20th century, in the name of human rights, in Eurp
labor unions pushed for laws that guaranteed worke
established minimum working conditions, and bann
labor. The women's rights movement succeedad in
for many women. National independence movemen
succeeded in ousting colonial powers, One of the mgsl influential was
Mahatma Gandhi 's movement to liberate his native diafrom the British
occupation. Movements by long-oppressed racial an religious minorities
have succeeded in many parts of the world, includin the African-American
Civil Rights Movement and more recently various ideplity politics movements
on behalf of women and various minorities in the United States.

The establishment of the International Commitiee of the Red Cross , the
Lieber Code of 1864 and the first of the Geneva Conventions also in 1864 |aid

ial change during the
and North America |
the right to strike,

or legislated child
curing the right to vote
in many countries
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the foundations of international humanitarian law, which was further

developed after the two world wars.

s
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"I don't know with what weapons the 3rd world war
will be fought with sticks and siones.” — Alberi Einsle
wars cost the death of approximately 80,000,000 p

World wars , the enormous loss of human life and t
abuses that took place during them, were the drivin
development of modem human

e -
1- -
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il be fought, but the 4th

in . The two world
le.

egregious human rights

force behind the
ghts tools. The Ledgue of Nations was

founded in 1919 , during the ne

gotiations for the Trekty of Versailles that

followed the end of the First World War . The goals
included disarmament, prevention of war through co
resolution of disputes between countries through n
and Improvement of world welfare. The charter cha
to advance many of the rights later included in thelUr

the League of Nations

lective security,
otiafion and diplomacy,

T provided the mandate

iversal Declaration of

Human Rights .

In the 1930s and 18405 , human rights were invoked
conservative Catholics and Protestants ¥ |

to replace the role of the League of Nations _ This
Mations . The U.N_ has played an important role in
law since its inception. After the world wars the U N
developed much of the dialogue and legislatures that
international humanitarian law and international huma

In Greece [ Edit | edit code |

human rights are protectad according to th
AEE but also in the Civil Law (articles 281-

At the 1945 Yalla Conference , the Allied pOWers aﬁ-{e
In

In Greece

41025) =

mainly by

d to create a new body

5 to be the United

mational human rights

and its members

now constitute
n rights law.

ye Constitution { articles

PEE),
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The philosophy of human rights tries to examine tHe undarlying basis of the
concept of human rights and looks critically at its chntent and

justification. Multiple theoretical approaches have been developed in an
attempt to explain how and why human rights havg become part of social
expeciations. According to Stathis Balia, human rights are “humanity's
greatest moral achievement and the insurmountable value horizon of modern
liberal democracy” “% . while some believe that "himan rights education is so
fundamental to human dignity that soon will constitbte the fourth main axis of
elementary education in our culture, between read g, writing and
numeracy"*

One of the cldest Western philosophies related to Ruman rights is that they
are part of a natural law and derive from different philosophical or theological
bases. Other theories argue that human rights encéde moral behavior, which
is the product of a human social product that deve ps through a process of
biological and social evolution (related to Hume | . At the same time, human
rights are also described as a sociological model o regulation {as seen in the
sociological view and in the work of Weber). Such dpproaches include the
idea that individuals in a society accept rules from legitimate authority in
retumn for advantages in security and economy {as Rawls claims J.le. a
social contract, The two theories that dominate modern human rights debates
are the interest theory and the will theory. Interest t eory posits that the
primary function of human rights is to protect and promote specific basic
human interests, while will theory attempts to establish the validity of human
rights based on the unique human capacity for freedom 31! ,




Friedrich Migtzsche is among the philosophers who
human rights.

Review | Edit | edit code |

Claims about the universality of human rights have
criticism. Philosophers who have been critical of hy
Bentham , Edmund Burke , Friedrich Migtzsche and
philosophy professor Charles Blattberg argues that t

ﬁ!&'—tﬁ a —Hr"f_n'ﬂ gE‘_‘.

nave criticized the idea of

to
an rights include Jeremy
[arl Marx . Political
ne discussion of human

rights, being abstract, prevents individuals from uph
rights are supposed to uphold ¥ | The Internet En
pays special attention to two types of criticism: one

ding the values that

lopedia of Philosophy)
at questions the

universality of human rights and one that rejacts them for reasons of
abjectivity ' . The internationally renowned legal scholar Alain Pellet

criticizes the approach through human ri

sovereignty and how it requires for human rights a pr

the branches of international law [34], while Alain de
conditions © human rights regarding the equality of

Kennedy has listed realistic concerns and scath
rights in 2002 in the Harvard Human Rights Journal

Sort [ Edit | edit code ]

Human rights can be classified and organized in man
international field, the most common way of categoriz|
between civil and political rights as well a= economic,

rghts.

ghts because it denies the principle of

vileged position among
Benoist questions the

ople ™ Jurist David
ing %ﬁlsa!inns about human

y different ways. In the
ng them is to distinguish
social and cultural
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Civil and political rights are mentioned In articles 3 o 21 of the Universal
Declaralion of Human Rights ' ( UDHR , English: UDHR ) and

the International Covenant on Civil and Paolitical Rights ™ ( ICCPR ,
English: ICCPR ). Economic, social and cultural rig'Es are enshrined in

articles 22 to 28 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and
the Internaticnal Covenant on Economic, Social anfd Cultural

Rights ™ { ICESCR , English: ICESCR ), Ji

These two Covenants, logether with the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights, constitute the Intemational Covenant on Hunan Rights ™ ( IHRC
English: IEHR ).

Indivisible [ Edit | edit code |

The UDHR contains both economic, social and cult ural, as well as civil and
political rights, as it is based on the principle that thé various rights can only
exist successfully in combination:

The ideal of the free man, who enjoys civil and pn\““‘ﬁ: freedom and is freed

from fear and misary , can only be achieved if conditidns are created under which
every man can enjoy his civil and political rights, as well as economic . his social
and cultural rights.

— Intemational Covenant on Civil and Political Rights|& International Covenant
on Economic, Sccial and Cultural Rights, 1966

This is considered true because without civil and political rights, it is
impossible for society to claim economic, social and|cultural rights. At the
same lime, if it lacks a means of livelihood and a fu ioning framework, the
public cannot claim or exercise civil or political rights (known as the full belly
theory ).

The indivisibility and interdependence of all human r
by the 1993 Vienna Declaration and Program of Acti

All human rights are universal, indivisible, interrelated and interdependant. The
international community must treat human rights globally and in an equal and fair
manner, in the same way and with the same emphasis

ghts have been endorsed

— Vienna Declaration and Program of Action. World nference on Human
Rights, 14-25 June 1993, Vienna, Austria &2

(The above statement was again adopted by the 2
York. Paragraph 121 %1 )

Although accepted by the signatories of the UNCLOS, in practice the majority
do not give equal weight to the different types of rights. Some Western
cultures have more often focused on civil and political rights, sometimes at the
expense of economic and social rights, such as the right to work, education,
health and housing. Similarly, Asian and former Sovigt bloc countries tend to
prioritize economic, social and cultural rights, but ly provide civil and
political rights.

Categorize [ Edit | edit code |

Weorld Summit in New
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the non-negotiable rights of a human
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i Gandhi . What are

from an easy task ,

Opponents of the indivisibility of human nights argue that economic, social and

cultural rights are fundamentally different from civil
therefore require entirely different approaches.
social and cultural rights are:

Aspirations or goals, as opposed to actual "legal
ideclogically divisive/political, i.e. there is no con
and should not be granted as a right.

Non-conductive, i.e. their provision or violation cannot

judicial authorities.

Positive, that is, they require the active provision
opposed to requiring the state to simply avoid ng
Progressively , meaning that enough time is req
implemeantation.

Resource intensive, i.e. they are expensive and d
Socialist , as opposed lo capitalist .

Indefinite, i.e. they cannot be quantified, and it is
they are adequately provided,

3

nd political rights and

It is argued that economic,

rights.

ensus as to what should
be judged by

of rights by the state (as
ts violations).

red for their

fficult to provide.

difficult to judge whether

At the same time, civil and political rights are categorjzed as follows:

Real "legal" rights,
Mon-ideclogicalinon-political.,
Conductive.
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» Negalively, that is, the state can simply protect|them without taking action.
» Directly, i.e. they can be provided, if the state decides to do so,

»  Without cost.
= Specifically, that is, their provision is easy to mIasuna and judge.

Olivia Ball and Paul Greedy argue that one can ea ily find examples of civil,
political, economic, social and cultural rights that dg not fit the above
calegorization, Among many others, they highlight {he fact that the
maintenance of a judicial system, which is a fundamental requirement of the
civil right to a fair trial before the law and other due rocess rights, is positive,
resource-intensive, progressive, vague, while the sgcial right to housing is
concretely conductive and can be a real "legal® righf 42 |

Three generations [ Edit | edit code |

Karel Vasak offers another view, that of three generations of human rights:
first-generation civil and political rights (right to life and political participation),
second-generation economic, social and cultural rights (right to maintenance)
and third-generation solidarity rights (right to peace, |right to a clean
environment). Of these generations, the third is the tne that is discussed the
most and lacks legal and political recognition. This tegorization is contrary
to the indivisibility of rights, since it implicitly states that some rights can exist
without others. The hierarchyof rights for practical réasons is, however, a
widely accepted necessity. Human rights expert Philip Allston argues that "If
every element of human rights is deemed essential necessary, then
nothing is to be treated as truly important” [ ! and dtaws attention, along with
others, to the prioritization of rights.

Inviolable human rights | Edit | edit code |

Some human rights are described as ‘inalienable rights'. The term inafienable
rights (or inalienable rights) refers to "a set of huma rights that are of
fundamental importance, are not granted by human guthority, and cannol be
surrendered.”

International conferences classify as inviolable rights|the right 1o life , the right
to be free from slavery , the right to be free from toriure and the right to be

free from retroactive application of criminal laws ™ |
Human Rights Defenders | gait | edit cobe |
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CHARTER OF THE UNITED NATIoN=
BT
FIRIUTE i T
INTYRAAEW AL LT i

The English version of the Charter of the United Naions ! and the Statute of
the International Court of Justice ™ | San Francisca , June 26, 1945 . The

remaining, equally authentic, versions
are Arabic , French , Spanish , Chinese and Russiag 17118

A human rights defender is someone who individually or together with others
acts to promote or defend human rights. Human rights defenders are those
men and women who act peacefully to promote and protect human rights.

International protection | Edit | edit code ]

In the wake of the atrocities of World War Il . there was increasing concern
about the social and legal protection of human rights|as fundamental
freedoms. The establishment of the United Nations and the provizions of its
Charter provided a basis for a comprehensive systerh of intemational law and
practice for the protection of human rights. Since then, international human
nghts law has been characterized by an interconne
conventions , treaties , organizations and political
single entity or set of laws 52

Map of the United Nations [ Edit | edit code ]

Main article: Map of the United Nations

The provisions of the United Nations Charter 22 p
development of international protection of human rig
the Charter states that its members "reatfirm faith in
rights, in the equal rights of men and women” and

Mations Charter states that one of the purposes of th
achieve international co-operation In solving infernati
economic, social, cultural and humanitarian nature, a
encouraging respect for human rights and fundamen

d a basis for the

United Mations is: "to
nal problems of an

d in promoting and

| freedoms for all,
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without distinction as to race, sex, language, religion [50] - . Article 55 states
that:

The United Nations shall pramote: a) improvement of the standard of living, full
employment and conditions of economic and social Arogress and development b)
solutions of international economic. social, health, and related problems c)
international cultural and educational cooperation d) Universal respect and the
ebservance of human rights and fundamental freedoms for all, without distinction
as to race, sex, language, or religion.

Of particular importance is article 56 of the Charter| "All Members underlake
to jointly and individually, in cooperation with the Organization, achieve the
objectives set out in article 55 [51] - . This is a bind g treaty provision that
applies to both the Organization and its members and has been held to
constitute a legal obligation for United Nations members 9 _ |n general, the
references to human rights in the Charter are genetal and vague. The Charter
does not contain specific legal rights, nor does it mandate any enforcement
procedures 1o protect those rights “2. Nevertheless, the importance of
enshrining human rights within the United Nations Charter should not be
underestimated. The importance of human rights in|the international arena
can be attributed to the importance of human rights|in the context of the
United Nations and the Charter of the United Natiorls can be seen as the
starting point for the development of a wide range of mechanisms,
declarations, treaties, implementation and enforcenent mechanisms , United
Nations bodies, committees and reports on the protection of human

rights ® . The rights adopted in the United Nations Charter would later be
codified and finalized in the Universal Decla ration of Human Rights
consisting ofUniversal Declaration of Human Rights["" , the International
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights " and the Infernational Covenant on
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights ET
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"It Is not a convention ... [in the future it may] become an international Magna
Carta ."*¥ Eleanor Roosevell with the Spanish text of the Universal

Declaration of Human Righis in 1949,

Universal Declaration of Human Righti[ Edit | edit code |
Main article: Universal Dectaration of Human Righ

The Universal Declaration of Human Rights ( UDHR ) was adopted by the
United Nations General Assembly ¥ in 1848 |, partil in response to the
atrocities of World War Il. Despite the fact that the NCLOS was a non-
binding resoiution | it is now considered by some tq have acquired the force of
customary international law which can be invoked | appropriate
circumstances by national and other Judicial authorities = | The UDHR calls
on member states to promote 5 range of human, ciyil, economic and social
rights, considering these rights as part of the “foun
of freedom , justice and peacein the world”. The deglaration was the first
international legal attempt to limit the conduct of states and to impose on tham
obligations towards their citizens according to the dyality of rights and duties

- the recognition of the inherent dignity and aqual and inalienable rightz of all
members of the human family, is the foundation of freedom. justice and peace in
the world... =

The OHCHR was flanked by members of the Com igsion on Human Rights,
chaired by former First Lady Eleanor Hoosevalt, which began discussing an
International Bill of Rights in 1947. The Commissio members did not
immediately agree on the form of such a bill of rights, and if , of how, should
be activated. The Commission proceeded lo formuldte the QDA and
accompanying conventions, but the ODA soon became a

priority *¥/ | Canadian law professor John Humphrey and French lawyer Rene
Cassinwere responsible for much of the transnationgl research and the
structure of the document, respectively, where the atticles of the declaration
interpreted the general principles of the preamble. The document was
structured by Casen in such a way as to include the basic principles of dignity,
liberty and fraternity in the first two articles, followed |n sequence by rights
conceming individuals: rights of individuals in their lations with each other,
in relation to groups, intellectual, public and political tights, economic, social
and cultural rights. The last three articles place, a ing to Cassen, rights in
the context of limits, obligations and the social and pelitical order in which they
are intended to be realized ™. Humphrey and Cassen intended that the rights
in the EULA should be enforceable in some way, as expressed in the third
clause of the preambie =51 .

Because it is essential that human rights be protected by a regime of law, so that
man is not forced to resort, as a last resort, to rebellion Bgainst tyranny and

oppression [55 |

Fart of the OHCHR was researched and drafted by a j[committee of
international human rights experts, including represertatives from all
continents and all major religions, and based on conslltations with leaders

such as Mahatma Gandhi [57] [ **! . The addition of cgwl. palitical, economic,

social and cultural rights was based on the assumption that all human
rights are indivisible and that different types of rights gre inextricably




Fuge 16 from

linked. No member state disagreed with this principle (the declaration was
adopted unanimously), However, this principle latar suffered significant
challenges =% _

The Universal Declaration bifurcated into treaties, &n international covenant
on individual and political rights and another on nomic, social and cultural
rights, due to questions about the appropriateness land competence of
economic and social provisions in human rights copventions. Both clauses
begin with the right of people to self-determination nd sovereignty over their
natural resources ™! This debate about whether divil ri
fundamental than economic rights continues to thi

The drafters of the Pacts ariginally planned only onk instrument. The ariginal
plans included only civil and civil rights, but economic and social rights were
also proposed. Disagreement over which rights wefe basic human rights led
to the existence of two covenants, The debate was whether economic and
social rights express expectation, as opposed to b
people have solely by virtue of being human, because economic and social
rights depend on wealth and the availability of rces. Moreover, unlike
basic human rights which are determined solely by the nature (mental and
physical capacities) of people, the recognition of social and economic rights
depends on ideclogy or economic theories. It was debated whether BCONOMic
rights were appropriate subjects for binding obligatigns and whether the lack
of consensus on these rights would diminish the val dity of political

rights. There was broad agreement and clear recognition that the means
required to enforce or induce compliance with socio economic enterprises
differed from the means required for civil rights. 51! |

This debate and the desire for the largest possible number of signatories to
human rights law led to two treaties. The Soviet blod and a number

of developing countries supported the Inclusion of a rights in a so-called
Unity Resolution. Both treaties allow states to derogste from certain

rights. Those in favor of a single treaty were unable fo gain sufficient
consensus S50

International Treaties [ Edit | edit code ]
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T

*No child should be treated for any reason.

[64)
In 1966 , the |ntemational Covenant itical Rights *" ( ICCPR )
and the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural
Rights ¥ { ICESCR } were adopted by the United ions, transforming the
rights contained in the convention of humar rights in binding on all states that

have signed the convention, creating human rights law.

. tlon on the Elimination of All Forms of izl
Discrimination { CERD , adopted 1965, entry intolforce: 1969) B8

= Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabil ies ( CRPD , adopted
20086, entry into force: 2008) B0

« Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC , a
force: 1989). It is the first global, legally binding,
history 8

= United Nations Convention Against Torture { CA
into force: 1987) B2

« International Convention on the Protection of the
Workers and Members of Their Families { ICR
commonly MWC | adopted 1990, entry into force:

ted 1989, entry into
iidren's rights code in

. adopted 1984, entry

ights of Migrant
or more
003) 1
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Customary international law | Edit | edif cofie |

In addition to protection from international conventions, customary
international law may protect some human rights such as the prohibition of
lorture, genocide and slavery , as well as the principle of non-
discrimination

International humanitarian law [ Edit | editicode |
Main article: Geneva Conventions

The Geneva Conventions were formulated betweer] 1864 and 1949 as a
result of the efforts of Henrigue Dunani , founder oflthe International
Committee of the Red Cross . The conventions profected the rights of
individuals involved in armed conflict, and based on the Hague Conventions
of 1899 and 1907, were the first attempl by the intenational community to
formalize the laws of war and war crimes through a lsecular

international law . The conventions were revised as|a result of World War

Il and reissued by the international community in 1949 .

Schematic structure of the United Nations , 1222

United Nations System [ Edit | edit code |
Main article: United Nations

The United Mations Charter and multilateral human
United Nations a mandate and international jurisdi to implement universal
human rights laws ™ . Human rights issues mainly dgoncern the Security
Council and the Human Rights Council, which are parts of the United Nations
mechanism. There are also multiple committees within the UN to protect
various human rights treaties. The Office of the High| Commissioner for
Human Rights is the highest body in the field of humn rights. The UN has an
international mandate:

To achieve international cooperation to solve internatiohal problems of an
economic, social, cultural and humanitarian nature, ang to develop and

ights treaties give the
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encourage respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms for all, without
distinction of race, sex. language or religion.

— Arficle 1.3 of the United Mations Charler

Political Bodies [ Edil | edil code ]

Security Council | Edit | edit code |
Main article: Unifed Nations Securty Counci!

The UN Security Council is primarily responsible forjmaintaining international
peace and security and is the only UN body authorized to use force. He has
been criticized for his inability to prevent human rights abuses such as

the Darfur crisis , the Srebrenica massacre and the Rwandan

qenocide “E] . The presence of non-democratic statgs in the Security Coundl,
for example, has been for critics the reason for its failure to address these
violations ™ |

On 28 April 2006 , the Security Council adopted Regolution 1674 which
reaffirmed the responsibility to protect populations from genocide |, war
crimes , ethnic cleansing and crimes against humanity , while at the same
time committing its members to take action to protegt civilian populations from
armed conflict, FHHEIEL

- . R -
~ .E; .
— | e
Ty = - = e

The hall of the UN General aembt'.r .
General Assembly [ Edil | edif code ]

il "8

The General Assembly of the United Nations has, agcording to Article 13 of
the Charter of the United Nations, the power to initiate studies and make
proposals on issues conceming human rights == . The General Assembly is
therefore expected to adopt a number of human rights instruments, the first
being the Universal Declaration of Human Rights in 1948 ™ Several of its
subsidiary bodies focus on specific human rights issgies, such as the Special
Commission on Decolonization and the Special Commission

against Apartheid(now inactive), In addition, it has created several other
subsidiary bodies that deal with human rights issues|in some high-profile
contexts, such as the United Nations Council on Namibia , the Special
Commission to Investigate lsraeli Practices in the Ogcupied Territories, and
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the Commission on the Exercise of inalienable rightd of the people
of Palestine *'l

Human Rights Council [ Edit | edil code |

The United Nations Human Rights Council, established at the 2005 World
Summit to replace the United Nations Commission gn Human Rights, is
mandated to investigate human rights viclations "% _The Human Rights
Council is an auxiliary body of the General Assemb 5L to which it reports
directly. It ranks under the Security Council, which is empowered to interpret
the United Nations Charter ¥, 47 of the 191 membsdr states participate in the
council and are elected by a simple majority in a segret ballot of the General
Assembly. The term of office of the members lasts up to € years, but can be
suspended in case of gross violation of human rights. The Council is based
in Geneva and meets three times a year or more oftén to respond to urgent
situations %
The Council maintains independent experts (rapportpurs) who investigate
allegations of human rights violations and deliver regorts to the Council.

The Human Rights Council can call on the Security Council to act when such
violations ocecur. This may involve direct action or sanctions, and the Security
Council may also refer cases to the International Crininal Court (ICC) =2 even
if these are outside the ICC's normal jurisdiction. Fof example, the Secunty
Council referred human rights violations in Sudan 's Dariur to the ICC ,
despite the fact that Sudan had a functioning legal sjs

Treaty Bodies [ Edit | edit code |

In addition to political bodies, whose mandate derivgs from the UN Charter |
the UN has established a number of treaty-based bddies that include
committees of independent experts that monitor compliance with human rights
norms derived from core human rights treaties. rightg. They follow and are
supported by the same condition that created them. In fact, with the exception
af the Center for Economic and Social Rights established by the resclution of
the Economic and Social Councifto monitor functions originally assigned o
this Covenant body, are thecratically autonomous bedies defined by the
treaties that oversee and are accountable o the members who contributed to
those treaties and not o the UN. In practice, however, they are closaly
intertwined with the United Nations system and are $upported by the United
Mations High Commissioner for Human Rights and the United Nations Center
for Human Rights [88 !

« The Human Rights Committee promotes participation in the standards of
the |nternational Covenant on Civil and Political Rights ®” . The 18
members of the commission express opinions and judgments on individual
complaints against states that have ratified an Optional Protocol to the
treaty. Decisions, called "opinions" ara not legally binding.

« The Commiftee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights monitors
the International Covenanl on Economic. Social nd Cullural
Rights " and comments generally on the performance of states thal have
ratified it. It will be able to receive complaints against States parties fo the
Optional Protecol once it enters into force. It is worth noting that unlike
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other treaty bodies, the economic commitiee is hot an autonomous body
responsible for the members of the treaty, but directly subordinate to the
Economic and Social Commitiee and by extension to the General
Assembly. This means that the Economic Comrission faces particular
difficulties as it has relatively "weak" means of epforcement in contrast to
other treaty bodies ™. Commentators note spegific difficulties such as:
alleged inactivity of treaty principles, relative lack of texts and decisions,
reluctance of many states to consider economic| social and cultural rights,
relatively few non-governmental organizations focused on the region, and
problems in obtaining relevant information [89 .

/I||\=

Racism has cost the lives of countless innocent people in the past. The United
Mations is working towards its elimination: * ... witholit diserimination of any
king, in particular as to race, colour, sex, language, feligion, political or other
opinion, national or social origin, property, birth or any other situation, » U

« The Commitfee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination monitors
_____ | Disctimination '™ and
organizes regular inspections of states on their performance. It can issue
decisions on complaints against countries that allow racial discrimination,
but these are not legally binding. It issues wamings in an attempt to
prevent serious violations of the treaty.

= The Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against
Women monitors the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of
Discrimination against Women = | It receives reports from states on their
performance, commenting on them, and issues decisions on complaints
against countries participating in the 1998 Optional Protocol,

« The Committes Against Torture monitors the United Nations Convention
against Torture ™ and every four years receives|reports from states on
their performance, commenting on them. Its sub-fommittee has the ability
lo visit and inspect countries participating in the Qptional Protocol.

= The Commitfee on the Rights of the Child monitofs the Convention on the
Rights of the Child ™ and comments on reports submitted to it by states
every five years. It does not have the ability to regeive complaints.




Page 22 frem 26

« The Commiltee on Migrant Workers was established in 2004 and monitors
the United Nations Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All
Migrant Workers and Their Relatives ™ and comments on state reporis
every five years. If ten member states allow it, it jcan receive complaints.

= The Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities was established
in 2008 to monitor the Convention on the Rights|of Persons with
Disabilities ®”' . It can receive complaints agains} States parties to the
Optional leu:ni to the Convention on the Rights of Persons with

Disabilities.

Apart from the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination
against Women (CEDAW) which is supported by the Department for the
Advancement of Women, each treaty body receives|secretanat support from
the Human Rights Council as well as the Treaties Depariment of the Office of
the High Commissioner on Human Rights in Geneva. The ECJ once met at
UN headquarters in New York, but now meets more|often in Geneva, like all
other treaty bodies. The Human Rights Commission usually meets in New
York in March.

Regional Human Rights Regimes [ Edit |

International human rights regimes are, in many ca
complex and overlapping local agreements. These
mnsidamg relatively autonomous coherent human
regimes *¥ . Three main regional human rights instriments are evident:
the African Charler on Human and Peoples' Righis % the American
Convention on Human Rights ™ (North and South America) and

the European Convention on Human Rights ™ . The latter has defined and

it code

s, 'nested’ within multiple
gional regimes can be
ghts sub-

ensured since 1950 human rights and fundamental freedoms inEurope ™ . All
47 member stales of the Council of Eurcpe have sighed the Convention and
are therefore subject to the ]Iuriﬂd:lchﬂn of the Europgan Courl of Human
Rights based in Strasbourg "

governmental organizations [ Edit | edi
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Visitors to Athens Pride discuss with members of a human rights non-

governmental organization .
Main article: non-governmental organization

International non-governmental human rights organ|zations such as Amnesty

masmm ol

Intemational , Human Righls Walch , the International Agency for Human
Rights and the Inlernational Federation of Human Rjighis monitor what they
consider imporiant human rights issues around the world and promote their
opinion on them. Human rights organizations are seen as "turning complex
international issues into activities for concemed citizens to undertake in their
communities” “7, Often these organizations are engdaged in promoting
interests on behalf of human rights which they defend by trying to persuade
the United Nations, supranational bodies and national governments to adopt
their human rights policies. Many human rights organizations, in fact, also
have observer status in the various relevant bodies pf the United Nations. A
recent non-governmental conference on human rights was the Oslo Freedom
Farum (2009) about which the Economist wrotethat it is "on its way to
becoming the equivalent of the Davos economic forgm for human rights®™ while
also noting that human rights advocates are increasingly divided over the
definition of human rights, particularly in relation to the Middle East [ 98 | .

Criticism is leveled at human rights organizations that use their position but
stray from their stated goals. Gerald Steinberg, for example, an Israeli
academic, argues that NGOs take advantage of the so-called "halo effect”
and are "given the status of impartial moral watchdogs" by governments and
the media [99 . According o the above criticism, this can be seen at various
levels of government, even when human rights groups testify before
commissions of inquiry "% |

Greece [ Edit | edit code ]

The National Commission for Human Rights (HEDA) is an advisory body of
the Greek Stale in matters of protection and promotibn of Human Rights 221 |
while the Hellenic Union for the Rights of Man and Qitizen (HEDAP), founded
in 1936 and year of re-establishment in 1953, it is the oldest non-
governmental human rights protection organization that exists in Greece 19 |




The dropping of the atomic bombs on Hiroshima ang Nagasaki resulted in the
instantaneous death of over 100,000 people. In the following months, due to
radiation, the number of viclims doubled. In the pholo a schoolgirl rings the
Peace Bell "®* jn Hiroshima Peace Park .

Violations [ Edit | edit code ]

Human rights viclations occur when acfions by state|{or non-state) actors
abuse, ignore or deny basic human rights (including |civil, political, cultural,
social and economic rights). In addition, human rights violations can occur
when a state or non-state actor violates any part of the Universal Declaration
of Human Righis or other intemational human rights|law. With regard to
human rights violations under United Nations law , Article 39 of the United
Nations Charter designates the United Nalions Security Council{or other
authorized Authority) as the only court that can detefmine violations of UN
human rights 2! |




=
Prisoners In a Nazi concentration camp

Human rights violations are monitored by United Na
organizations and governments, and by many inde
organizations, such as .ﬂ.mnaan-,r International '™ |
Federation of Human I-' igh ' Human Rights W3 'u"'.
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ions commitiees, national
ndent non-governmental
e i fr||<| iona

jich , [ the World

1 for the Exchange of
llr_—,_r_l_'_ajll_ur:a Cirganization
dence and evidence of

alleged human rights violations and lobby for the implementation of human

rghts laws.

Aggressive wars , war crimes and crimes against humanity .
including genocide |, are violations of intemational hilrnanitarian law and are

among the most serious violations of human rights, !

FLI 188

In efforts to eliminate human rights violations, aware
against inhumane treatment have often led to calls f
improved situations. The United Nations Security C

ness-building and protest
r action and sometimes
ncil has mediated with

peacekeepers, and other states and treaties (such ag NATO ) have

intervened in situations to protect human rights.
Multinational cnmpanies [ Edit | edil code |

raspﬂnslbia for many human rights abuses "= | Alth

framework surrounding the actions of governments |

e in the world and are
ugh the legal and ethical
reasonably well

developed, that surrounding the activity of multinational corporations is

considered more controversial and not sufficiently cl
responsibility of multinational corporations is to their
those affected by their actions. Such corporations
economies of some of the states in which they oper

rified. The primary
hareholders |, not to

be larger than the
e and can wield
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considerable economic and political power. There are no international
treatiesspecifically covering the conduct of compan|es with regard to human
nghts and national laws vary considerably. Jean Ziggler , Special Rapporteur
of the United Nations Human Rights Commission op the righl 1o food |, stated
in a 2003 report:

The growing power of transnational corporations and the expansion of thair
power through privatization, deregulation and withdrawal of the State also means
that it is time to develop binding legal rules that will hald corporations within the
framework of human rights and prevent potential abuse of their position of
pPOWET 11141

in August 2003 the UN Human Rights Commission's sub-commitiee on the
Prometion and Protection of Human Rights issued the draft " Regulations on
the Human Rights Responsibiiities of Transnational|Corporations and Other
Enterprises " “* | These were taken into ac:c:c:unm the Human Rights
Commissian in 2004, but are non-binding and unmdnitored 11 |

In the Greek state [ Edit | edil code ]

Greece has been accused several times of human nghts

Substantial Rights [ Edit | edit code |

Right to life [ Edit | edit code |
The right to life is inherent in man. This right must be grotected by law. No one
can be arbitrarily deprived of life U<

The right to life is the essential human right not tnllr;:'g killed by another human

being. The concept of the right to life is central to the discussion of issues of
aborticn , capital punishment , euthanasia , sell-defdnse and war . According
to human rights activists , the death penalty is a violgtion of this right 21 | The
United Nations has called on states that retain the dgath penalty to establish a
tribunal to abolish it " . Any state that does not patticipate in this effort is
under significant moral and political pressure.

Freedom from slavery [ Edil | edit code |

Freedom from slavery is internationally recognized ds a human right, Article 4
of the Liniversal Declaration of Human Rights dictatgs the following:

Mo one is allowed to live in total or partial slavery. Slaviery and slave trade in any
form is prohibited D302
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In the literary work of the Marquis de Sade, a wide variety of torture is
presented . T

Despite this, the number of slaves today is higher than at any other time in
history "*% and is estimated at anywhere from 12 131 ig as many as 27
million MU pyaet are enslaved by debts to creditors, often even
for generations ¥ . Human trafficking occurs mainly for the export of women
and children to sex industries 23

Groups such as the American Anti-Slavery Group , Rree the Slaves and the
British Anti-Slavery International are still working to éradicate slavery in the
world,

Freedom from torture [ Edit | edit code |

Torture has historically been used as a means of political re-education,

interrogation, punishment and coercion _ Beyond state torture, individuals or
groups may be motivated to torture others for rea
state. But the motivation to torture may come from
for sadistic gratification of the torturer, as in the case|of Moore's killers |

Torture is prosecuted under international and domeshic law in most countries
in the 21st century. They are considered a violation af human rights, and have
been declared impermissible by Article 5 of the Univdrsal Declaration of
Human Rights of the United Nations 2 | Thae signatpries of the Geneva
Conventions of 1943 and Additional Protocols | and I} of June 8, 1877 formally
agreed not to torture prisoners of war, whether internitional or

domestic. Torture is also prohibited by the United Nations Convention Against
Torture ™ | which has been ratified by 155 countries |22

States unanimously prohibit torture, internationally as well as in their
territories, as it is immoral and impractical ™! | Despite these intemational
conventions, organizations that monitor the abuse of human rights (eg




Amnesty Intermnational, International Council for the
Victims) denounce the widespread use of torture t
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Rehabilitation of Torture

t is ignored by states in
many regions of the world [135 | . Amnesty International estimates that at

least 81 governmenis practice torture, some even

Right to a fair trial [ Edit | edit code ]

Every person has a full right to a fair and public heari
impartial tribunal, for the determination of his rights a
charge against him "0

i

'!I" (33

by an independent and
obligations and of any

The right to a fair trial has been defined by numerous local and

international human rights organizations . i is one

huma ﬂﬂh

article ;

the most widespread

ts and all human rights organizations enghrine it in more than one
The right to a fair trial is one of the most litigated and there is

significant jurisprudence on the interpretation of this{human right “** | Despite
the differences in wording and positioning of the varjous rights to a fair trial,
international human rights organizations define the fight to a fair trial in

broadly the same terms ", The aim of the right is
administration of justice. As minimum requirements,
includes the following individual rights during civil ar

The right to a public hearing.

The right to a reasonable hearing.
The right of defence.

The right of interpretation 141

Right to privacy [ Edit | edit code |
According to article 12 of the Universal Declaration

L]
L]
-
-
L]

preserve the correct
the righl to a fair trial .
d criminal hearings 14 -

The right to a trial by a competent, independent and impartial tribunal,

Human Rights: “No one

shall be subjected fo arbitrary interference with his pfivate life, family, home or

corespondence, nor to insults to his honor and rep

tion. Everyone has the

right to be protected by the laws from interventions dnd insults of this
kind U * According to Article 9 of the Greek Constitution: "The private and

family life of the individual is inviolable "

The right to private life is a fundamental human right
related to human dignity " | while it is also a decisi
fundamental human rights, such as the right to freed

because it is directly
factor for other
E‘ln of thought

conscience and religion and the right to freedom of df speech

45 [148]

Right of movement [ Edit | edit code |

Freedom of movement guaranteas that the citizen of|a state in which that

cilizen is located has the freedom to travel, reside, a
the state he chooses, within the limits of respect for t
others, and o leave and re-enter this State at any ti

for work in any part of
freedom and rights of
a,
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Aacarfiing to human rights every person is free to believe in any religicn they

want, or not believe in any.

Freedom of thought, conscience and re igion [ Edit | edit code ]
Everyone has the right to freedom of thought, consciefice and redigion. This right

includes freedom to change one's religion and belief

d freedom o manifest

one's religion or belief, individually or in community with others, in public or in
private through worship, observance, practice and tea ching.

— Article 18 of the International Covenant on Civil an

Freedom of thought , conscience and religion are cl
protect the freedom of an individual or community, i
and hold their ideclogical beliefs freely and to mani
individually or in association with others | through
and teaching. The concept is generally recognized t
freedom to convert or to believe in no religion 142

cease membership in a religion or religious group —
called * apostasy™- is also a fundamental part of rei
covered by article 18 of the Universal Declaration of

Political Rights

sely related rights that

public or private, to think

st their religion or beliefs,
rehip, ritual acts, practice

also include one's

ne's freedom to leave or

religious terms the so-
ious freedom, as
uman Rights 148

Human rights organizations, such as Amnesty Internbtional | campaign to

protect those arrested and/or imprisoned as prisnnert; of conscience because

of their ideological beliefs, particularly with regard to
artistic freedom of expression and association [149 |

ntellectual, political and
In law, the conscience

clause is a provision of law that exempts a healthcare professional from
complying with legislation (eg surgical or medical abartion) if it is inconsistent

with their religious or ideclogical beliefs [150 |,

Freedom of speech | Edit | edit code |
Main article: Freedom of speech

Freedom of speech is to speak freely without being g;[gnsure-: . The

term freedom of expression is sometimes used as a
any act of seeking, receiving and tran smilting informa
of the medium used. In practice, the right to freedom

ynanym, but it includes
tion or ideas, regardiess
of speech is not absolute
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in any country and various manifestations of it are subject to restrictions, such
as libel , slander , obscenity , incitement to criminall acts |, etc.

Freedom of expression is recognized as a human right in Article 19 of the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights and recognized in international human
rights law and the International Covenant an Civil aphd Political

rights ( ICCPR ). Article 19 of this International Coyenant states that
“everyone has the right to hold an epinion uninfluenced” and "evaryone has
the right to freedom of expression. This right includés the freedom to seek,
receive and impart information and ideas of all kindk, regardiess of frontiers,
either orally, in writing or in print, in the form of works of art, or through any
other medium of his choice” [151 1,

Rights to public debate | Edit | adit code |

Events and new possibilities can affect existing rights or create the need for

new ones. Advances in technology . medicine , and philosophy continually
challenge the status quo of human rights logic 152

World Water bay
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187 children die every hour because they do not have access to clean water .

Access to water | Edil | edit code |

The right lo water "I "™ ') hag heen recognized ih a wide range of
international instruments, including treaties, declarations and other
standards. For example, the 1979 Convention on thd Elimination of All Forms
of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW) required member states to
ensure for women the right "To an& adequate living conditions, in particular
[-..] the provision of | ..] of water" " | The 1989 Codvention on the Rights of
the Child (CRC) requires states parties to combat digease and malnutrition

"both by providing nutritious food and clean drinking water 1'%
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The clearest definition of the Human Right to Wateq has been given by the UN
Commission on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights. This body interpreted
the legal obligations of a State party to the Inlernatibnal Covenant on
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (ICESCR) by issuing in 2002 a non-
binding interpretation confirming that access to watér was a prerequisite for
the right to an adequate standard of living and that & is intertwined with the
right to the attainment of the highest attainable stangard of health (see
ICESCR Article 11 & 12 %%}, and is therefore a human right:

The human right to water provides everyone with the right to sufficient, safe,
acceptable, p-h);alncal and economically accessible water for personal and
domestic use =150

On July 28, 2010 , the United Nations General Assgmbly declared waler and
sanitation as human rights [0 Today, all States h%‘-’e ratified at least one

human rights convention that directly or indirectly nizes the right, and all
have signed at least one political declaration that regognizes this right.

March 22 is designated as World Water Day [ 162
Sexual orientation and gender Identification | Edit | edit codle |

B+8-4
Bame-sex intercourst is illegal. Penalties;
[Death penalty Dreath peraliy, noi applicable
Imypriscnment Imprizonment, not applicalibe '
Drenth under milizia Dretemieon withoul prosecaticon
Same-sex intercomrse bs begal, Identification of compounds:
Marriape * Extraterriionis] marriage '
Civil uniom o cohabilalion sgreement  Limited domestic recognition
Limiled foreign recognitian Opticeal certificaison
hian ar all Limitedd vagprossann

The rings indicate areas where they work on a case-py-case basis.

! There have been no arrests in the past 3 years or 8 moratorium on thie legisiation.
? For some jurisdictions the law may not apply.
:"I'.Ian-iage s not available locally, Some jurisdictions apply othdr types of partnership.
Main article: L GET rights in the world

58
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Rights to sexual orientalion and gender identity reléte to the expression of
sexual orientation and gender identity based on the right to respect for private
life and the right not to be discriminated against betause of "other status” as
defined in various human rights conventions , such|as article 17 and 26 of

the United Nations International Covenant on Civil &nd Political

Rights "™ and article 8 and 14 of the European Cdnvention on Human

Rights ™
As of 2011, homosexual behavior is illegal in 76 copntries and punishable by
death in seven countries " . The criminalization of private, consensual, adult
sexual relations, especially in countries where thers is a corporal or death
penalty , is one of the main concerns of LGBT humén rights defenders |°° |

Other topics include: government recognition of same-sex relationships,
LGBT adoption, sexual orientation and military se%ca, immigrant equality,

anti-discrimination laws, anti-LGBT violence hate ciime legislation, sodomy
laws, anti - lesbian laws and equal age of consent fpr same-sex sexual
activity (1671 [16:8] (165 7110172

A global charter on sexual orientation and gender identity rights has been
proposed in the form of the "Yogyakarta Principles”| a set of 29 principles
whose authors say they implement the International Human Ea'quts Law
statute, in line with past relevant experiences of LGBT people 12 The
principles of the world map were presented at a United Nations event in New
York on November 7, 2007, which was co-spo

by Argentina , Brazil and Uruguay .

The principles have been recognized and influenced France's proposed UN
declaration on sexual orientation and gender identity, which focuses on
ending viclence, criminalization and the death penalty and does not include a

dialogue on same-sex marriage or right of an individual to start a
fam"}’ [a74] 175 )

This proposal was supported by 67 of the 192 countries then members of the
United Nations, including all EU member states and|the United States. An
alternative statement opposing the proposal was initiated by Syria and has
been signed by 57 member stales, including all 27 Arab League nations , as
well as Iran and North Korea !'"®177

Copyright [ Edit | edit code |

Reproductive rights are the rights related to reproduttion and reproductive
heaith "™, The World Health Organization defines feproductive rights as
follows:

Reproductive rights are based on the recognition of the fundamental right of all
couples and individuals to decide freely and responsibly the number, spacing and
timing of their children and to have the information and|means to do so, as well
as the right achieve the highest level of sexual and repfoductive health. They also
include everyone's right to make reproductive decisions$ free from discrimination,
coercion and violence.

— World Health Organization ™




Reproductive rights were first established as a subs

the 1368 United Nations International Conference gn Human Rights

sixteenth article of the resulting Tehran Declaration
basic human right, to freely and responsibly determ
spacing of the births of their children [180] [181 !

More and more people around the worid are access
the photo Mark Zuckerberg , creator of Facebook .

et of human rights in

% The
slates: "Parents have a
ne the number and

ng the Intermnet . U581 |

Reproductive rights may include some or all of the fgllowing rights: the right to

legal or safe abortion , the right of each individual to

control their personal

reproductive functions, the right to quality reproductie health care, and the

right to education and access , in order for (individug

choices without coercion, dr&tnmlnatlun and violence ~

Reproductive rights can also be understood to inclug

IEJ'I tﬂ make reproductive

e education
ns , and freedom from

about contraceplion and sexually iransmitted Infectig

compulsory sterilization and contraception, protectioh from gender-based

practices such as female genital mutilation { clitoride
( circumcision ) 15 HT TR fq'rra?ﬂ_

Information and telecommunications technologies | Edit | g

In October 2009, the Ministry of Transport and Comr
of Finland annuunced that every person in the count

Clomy) and men

it coda |

nunications
v would have the

legal | ullll_ __________ . Since July 201

required talemmmumr::aimns r:nmpamea by law fo

CEESE INa In ||_||'|-..

(0, the government has
er broadband Internet

access o every permanent home and office. The connection must be

"reasonably priced” and have a download speed of

least 1 Mbit/s 158

In March 2010, the BEC |, having commissioned a relevant poll , reported that

“almost four in five people around the world believe

hat access to the Internet
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is a fundamental right "'*“ *. The poll, conducted by polling firm GlobeScan for
the BBC World Service , gathered the responses of 27,973 adult citizens from
26 countries and found that 79% of adults agreed, either "strongly” or
"somewhat", with the statement: "the access to tha intermet should be a
fundamental right of all people & *,

Trade [ Edit | edit code ]

Although both the Universal Declaration of Human|Rights and the
International Covenant on Economic, Social and Efucational Rights
emphasize the importance of the right 1o work |, nelther of these documents
explicitly mentions free trade as a mechanism to efsure this of the :
fundamental right. And yet trade plays a key role in providing jobs 15

Some experts argue that trade Is inherent in human nature and that when
governments impede international trade they direcly impede the right to work
and the other indirect benefits, such as the right to education, that are aided
by increased work and investment [ 2 | Others hdve argued that the ability
to trade does not affect everyone equally, often groups such as poor villagers,
indigenous people and women are less likely to actess the benefits of
increased trade [191 !,

On the other hand, others believe that it is no longdr primarily individuals, but
corporations thal trade, and therefore cannot be guaranteed as a human

right "1 Furthermare, by trying to include so many concepts under the
umbrella of what can be considered a human right there is the possibility of
diluiin%‘its importance. Finally, it is difficult to defing the right to trade as either
"fair" Y or "just” the fact that the current trade regime creates winners and

) winnars and losers 1%

losers, but reforming it is likely to produce (different
- T 1}. i i r—— -

HB.... i

One of the human rights in public debate is the right|to bear arms .
Right to bear arms | Edit | edil code |
The night to keep and bear arms for defense is desctibed in the philosophical

and political writings of Arisiotle . Cicero , Machiavelli , John Locke |
the English Whigs and others ™ _ In countries with jan English common law
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tradition, the long-standing common law right to kljfé: and bear arms has long
been recognized as pre-existing at common law, even before the creation of
national constitutions [197 /

Future generations [ Edit | edit code |
In 1997, UNESCO adopted the "Declaration on thd Responsibilities of the

Fresent Generation to Future Generations®. The Declaration begins with the
words:
Considering the will of the peoples, formally defined if the Charter of the United
Mations, 1o "save future generations from the s of war® and to defend the

values and principles enshrined in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, as
well as in other relevant acts of international law.

— Declaration on the responsibilities of the present deneration to the future
genaration

Article 1 of the declaration states that "present generations have the obligation
to ensure that the needs and interests of present and future generations are
fully guaranieed"”. The preamble to the declaration states that "at this point in
history, the very existence of humanity and its envinenment are threatened®
and the declaration covers a variety of issues, including environmental
protection, the human genome , biodiversity , cultutal heritage , peace,
development and education,

The preamble recalls that the obligations of present generations towards
future generations have been referred to in various jnternational instruments,
including the Convention for the Protection of the Warld Cultural and Natural
Heritage (UNESCO 1872), the United Nations Framework Convention on
Climate Change and the Convention on Biological Diversity (Rio de Janeiro,
1892), the Rio Declaration on Environment and Development (United Nations
Conference on Environment and Development, 1992), the Vienna Declaration
and Program of Action (World Conference on Human Rights, 1993) and a
series of United Mations General Assembly resclutions on the protection of
the global climate for present and future generations issued since 1990 [168 |,

Relation to other topics | £dit | edit cosd |
The environment | Edit | edit code |

There are two basic conceptions of environmental hsman rights in the current
human rights system. The first is that the right to a healthy or

suitable environment is itself a human right (as seen in article 24 of

the African Charler on Human and Peoples' Righls |and article 11 of the San
Salvador Protocol to the American Convention on h man rights }mﬁmﬁa
second conception is the idea that environmental human rights can be derived
from other human rights, usually the right to life , th right to heaith , theright
lo private and family life and the right o property (among many others). This
second theory enjoys more extensive use in human rights courts around the
world, as these rights are contained in many human |rights instruments.

The onset of various environmental issues, particulafly climate change , has
created potential conflicts between various human rights. Human rights
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fundamentally require a functioning ecosystem angd

a healthy environment,

oul securing some rights to individuals can harm them. Such as the conflict

between the right to decide the number of one's
need for a healthy environment, as noted in the *
commaons " “_In the field of environmental righ
multinational organizations , which so far have no
rights legislation, need to be studied @221E0

Environmental righls primarily revolve around the
sustainable environment for both present and futu

b !

Protest by Amnesty International for Guantanamo
as "the Gulag of our time"

National Security [ Edit | edit code ]

With the exception of inviolable human rights (interr
classify as inviolable rights the ri

been addressed by human

spring and the common
agedy of the

the responsibilities of

I:Iea of the right to a
2

generations

which has been described

ational conventions

ght o life , the rightito be free from slavery |

the right lo be free from torture and the righl to be

ee from retroactive

application of criminal laws ™ ), the United MNations

rights may be limited or even set aside in times of na

although:

recognizes that human
tional emergency,

.. the emergency must be real, affect the entire popul
existence of the nation. The declaration of EMergency
and a temporary measure.

— United Nationg 1

ion, and threaten the very
hould also be a last reson

Rights that cannot be taken away under any circum

tances for reasons of

national security are known as perempiony rules of jis cogens . The

obligations of the United Nations Charter are binding on all Member States

and cannot be modified by Treaty.

Examples of national security invocations used to ju
abuses include the persecution of Japanese Americ

g
o

tify human rights

ns during Warld War

i
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™| Stalin's Great Purge ™ and abuses of the frights of terror suspects by
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some countries, often in the name of the War on Termor

Relevance and universality [ Edit | edit code |

" :a.‘.l::.l:.
i

No man Is superior to you. Or your inferior. All people are equal .

UDHR enshrines universal rights that apply to all pdople equally, regardless of
location, country, race or culture _ There is, however, within academic circles,
disagreement over moral relativity and moral univergality 22 _ Scholars who
support relativity are not against human rights, but recognize that they are
socially constructed and that their form depends on lcultural and

environmental contexts. Universalist scholars, on the other hand, claim that
human rights have always existed and apply to all régardless of gender, race,
or religion.

More specifically, those in favor of cultural relativism| advocate the acceptance
of different cultures, which may have practices contrary to human

rights. Relativists warn that universalism can be used as a kind of cultural,
aconomic and political imperialism . An example of imperialism and the
destruction of local cultures justified p{r the desire to|spread Eurocentric
values is the "White Man's Burden” “™ _ |n particular, it is ofien said that the
idea of human rights Is based on the foundations of |iberalism which, although
generally accepted in the states of Epm;pe, Morth America and Japan, is nat
necessarily the model elsewhere 211

Opponents of relativism claim that there are custnm’} that violate all the rules

of human civilizations. Female genital mutilation , found in various Asian,
African, and South American cultures, == is a common example cited by
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become a tradition in many cultural groups. It is cohsidered by a large part of

opponents of relativism. No religion explicitly m.-am:Flas this, but it has
rights of women and girls,

the international community to be a viclation of the
while it has been outlawed in some countries.

Former Singaporean Prime Minister Lee Kuan Yew and

his Malaysian counterpart Mahadir bin Mohamad argued in the 1990s that
Asian values differ significantly from Western ones |and include a sense of
loyalty and a surrender of individual liberties for the sake of social

stability and prosperity, and therefore authoritarian governments are better
suited to Asia than democracy, Lee Kuan Yew arg that “What Asians
value is not necessarily what Europeans or Americéns value. Westerners
value individual freedoms. As an Asian of Chinese descent, my own values
support a government with honesty, effectiveness and efficiency.” 224

In response to this, some critics have highlighted the potential of cultural
relativism to justify authoritarianism. The Iranian representative to the United
Nations Said Rajaee-Khorasani , for example, in 1981 expressed his country's
position on the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, saying that the UDHR
Is & "secular conception of the Judeo-Christian tradition * . which doas not it
can be applied to Muslims without viclating Islamic jaw %l The Asian values
argument was criticized by his former deputy Mahadir Anwar lbrahimwho said
that "To say that freedom is Westem or un-Asian is|an insult to our traditions
as well as to our ancestors, who sacrificed themselyes in the struggle against
tyranny and injustice” as well as by Singapore Dempcratic Party leader

Chee Soon Chuan , who states that it is racist 1o argue that Asians do not
want human rights, 228

Proponents of moral universalism claim that the relgtivists' arguments ignore
the fact that modem human rights are new to all cultures, and did not occur
before the 1948 UNCRC. They state that the UNCRC was designed by
culturally diverse people among whom, among others , an American Roman
Catholic , a Chinese Confucian philosopher, a Frengh Zionist and a
representative of the Arab League , and drew on thihkers such

as Gandhi " _ Michael Ignatiefhas referred to cultural relativism as an
argument used exclusively by those who exercise pbwer in cultures that
violate human rights “'*' | This reflects the fact that the difficulty in judging
universality versus relativism lies in who claims to relpmsenl a particular
culture. Although the debate on universality or relativity is far from over. it is
an academic debate that focuses on whether interngtional human rights
bodies adhere to the principle that human rights hair universal validity. In
2005 at the World Summit, this principle was reaffirmed by the intemational
community:

The universal character of human rights and freedoms is beyond dispute.

— 2005 World Summil, paragraph 120 '),
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Universal Declaration of Human Rights

L6 languages

i Elepnr Roosevel holding the English language versson of the Universal
Declaration of Humsan Rights
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The haman rights adopted by the United Manors: Genersl Assmeriliby of its
| 183rd meetimg, held in Paris on 10 December 1945

Creabed L[R2k

| Ratified 11} December [548




Location Fakags e Chailko, Parts

Aullsor{s) Erraft Clgimmiiiee™

Purpose Human rights

*  Claim riglets and [iberty righly

®=  Manmal righes and leesl nghis
% Megietivg aned positive nighss

*  Civil and paliical
®  Esopemis, social and cuiltural
®  Thies generbions

Hights by beneficiary

*  Animals
*  Lhilden

Page 2 Feom 1R



* Creditors

Peyye 2 Enom {4



* Movement

- PTrpErTy

®  Repair
®  Heprodoctive
®  Kest and leisure
8 Sel] defense

& Moaigr und senitasion

""" @

Wikisource has orgingd text relaied to this amicle:

Universal ton of Hum 13
The Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UD
document adopted by the United Nations General

the rights and f oms of all human beings. Draftel

UN committee chaired by Eleanor Roosevelt, it was
Assembly as Resolution 217 during its third session

the Palais de Chaillot in Paris, France.» Of the 58
Mations at the time, 48 voted in favour, none agains
did not vote =

A foundational text in the history of human and civil

Fﬁ'{ﬂf{" & Erom L&

R) is an international
ssambly that enshrines

i by a

accepted by the General
on 10 December 1948 at
mbers of the United

. eight abstained, and two

righis, the Declaration

consists of 30 articles detailing an individual's *basig

freedoms” and affirming their universal character as

applicable to all human beings = Adopted as a "com
achievement for all peoples and all nations®, the UD

recognize all humans as being "born free and equal
regardless of "nationality, place of residence, sex,
colour, religion, language, or any other status"

The Declaration is considered a "milestone docume

language", which makes no reference to a particular
or religion. == |t directly inspired the development of |

rights and fundamental
inherent, inalienable, and
mon standard of

HR commits nations to

n dignity and rights”
tional or ethnic origin,

ot* for its "universalist
culture, political system,
nternational human rights

law, and was the first slep in the formulation of the |
Rights, which was completed in 1966 and came into

termnational Bill of Human
rce in 1976.

Although not legally binding, the contents of the UDHR have been elaborated
and incorporated into subsequent international trestips, regional human

rights instruments, and national constilutions and |

All 193 member states of the United Nations have ra

| codes, =
ified at least one of the

nine binding treaties influenced by the Declaration, with the vast majority
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ratifying four or more_ While there is a wide conkensys that the declaration
itself is non-binding and not part of customary infernational law, there is also g
and have passed

in some nations have
eless, the UDHR has

on both the global and

d by its 530 translations,

into customary international [T although cou
been more restrictive on its legal effect.1u= Neya
influenced legal, political, and social developments
national levels, with its significance partly evide
the most of any document in history, o=

Structure and contentyegiy

The underlying structure of the Universal Declarafion was influenced by
the Code Napaléon, including a preamble and in ctory general
principles.» Its final structure took form in the secend draft prepared by
French jurist René Cassin, who worked on the initial draft prepared by
Canadian legal scholar John Pelers Humphrey.

The Declaration consists of the following:

» The preambie sets out the historical and social causes that led to the
necessity of drafting the Declaration.

* Aricles 1-2 establizh the basic concepts of di ity, liberty, and equality.

= Arlicles 3-5 establish other individual rights, sﬂh as the right to life and
the prohibition of slavery and torture.

* Articles 6-11 refer to the fundamental legality of human rights with specific
remedies cited for their defence when violated.

* Articles 12-17 set forth the rights of the individulil towards the community,
Including freedom of movemeant and residence vfﬂhfn each state, the right
of property and the right to a nationality.

» Aricles 18-21 sanction the so-called "constitutidnal libertias” and spiritual,
public, and political freedoms, such as fraedgﬂf thought, opinion,
expression, religion and conscience, word, peackful as ociation of the
individual, and receiving and imparting informatidn and ideas through any
media.

« Articles 22-27 sanction an individual's economic social and cultural rights,
including healthcare. |t upholds an expansive Nght lo an adequate
standard of living, and makes special mention of tare given to those in
motherhood or childhood.

* Articles 28-30 establish the general means of
areas in which the rights of the individual cannat
the individual to society, and the prohibition of 1
contravention of the purposes of the United Natig

Cassin Compared the Declaration to the portico of a
foundation, steps, four columns, and a padimen],
principles of dignity, liberty, equality and brotherhood.
foundation blocks, The seven paragraphs of the preamble, setting out the
reasons for the Declaration, represent the steps leading up to the temple, The
main body of the Declaration forms the four columns. The first column
(articles 3-11) constitutes rights of the individual, such as the right to life and
the prohibition of slavery. The second column (articles|12-1 7) constitutes the

rcising these rights, the
applied, the duty of
use of rights in

5 Organization, =

reek temple, with a
icles 1 and 2—with their
sanved as the
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rights of the individual in civil and political society. The third column (articles
18—21) is concemed with spiritual, public, and pnlilgal freedoms, such as

freedom of religion and freedom of association. The fourth column (articles
22-27) sets out social, economic, and cultural rights. Finally, the last three
articles provide the pediment which binds the strucjure together, as they
emphasize the mutual duties of every individual to pne another and to
maty‘l'.-:n

Historyiediy
Backgroundiedit]
Main article: History of human rights

During World War |I, the Allies—known farmally as jhe United Nations—
adopted as their basic war aims the Four Freedoms: freedom of
speech, freedom of religion, freedom from fear, and freedom from

promote “universal respect for, and cbservance of, human rights and
fundamental freedoms for all without distinction as tb race, sex, language, or
religion”.>* When the atrocities committed by Nazi Germany became fully
apparent after the war, the consensus within the ward community was that
the UN Charter did not sufficiently define the rights {o which it referred. == |t
was deemed necessary to create a universal declarption that specified the
rights of individuals so as lo give effect to the Chartér's provisions on human
rights =

The drafting committee[zdit

In June 19486, the Economic and Social Council (EGOSOC)- a principal
organ of the newly founded United Nations that is responsible for promaoting
human rights, created the Commission on Human Rights (CHR)- a standing
body within the United Nations that was tasked with preparing what was
iniially conceived as an Intemnational Bill of Rights.=t It had 18 members from
various national, religious, and political backgrounds, so as to be
representative of humanity. In February 1947, the Commission established a
special Universal Declaration of Human Rights Draffing Committee, chaired
by Eleanor Roosevelt of the United States, to write the articles of the
Declaration. Roosevelt, in her position, was key to the U.5. efiort to
encourage the General Assembly's adoption of a Unliiversal Declaration of
Human Rights.= The Committee met in two sessions over the course of two

years,

Canadian John Peters Humphrey, the newly appointed Director of the Division
of Human Rights within the United Nations Secretaript, was called upon by
the UN Secretary-General to work on the project, befoming the Declaration's
principal drafter.= Other prominent members of the Drafting Commitlee
included Vice-Chairman P.C. Chang of the Republiclof China, René Cassin of
France; and its Committee Rapporteur Charles Mali{ of Lebanon == A month
after its creation, the Drafting Committee was expanged to include
representatives of Australia, Chile, France, the Sovigt Union, and the United
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Kingdom, in addition to the inaugural members from China, France, Lebanon,
and the Uniled States.= e

Creation and draftingjedit]
Main article: Drafting of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights

Humphrey is credited with devising the "blueprint” for the Declaration, while
Cassin composed the first draft.™ Both received considerable input from other
members, each of whom reflected different professional and ideclogical
backgrounds. The Declaration's pro-family phrases|allegedly derived from
Cassin and Malik, who were influenced by the Chrigtian Democracy
movemant;* Malik, a Christian theologlan, was kn for appealing across
religious lines, and cited the Summa Theoclogica, and studied the different
Christian sects.® Chang urged remaving all references to religion to make the
document more universal, and used aspects of cianism to settle
slalemates in negotiations.® Hernan Santa Cruz of IChile, an educator and
judge, strongly supported the inclusion of socioeconomic rights, which had
been opposed by some Western nations.™ The members agreed that the
philosophical debate centered between the opposing opinions of Chang and
Mailik, with Malik later singling out Chang when tharjking the members, saying
that there were too many to mention, but Chang's ideas impacted his own
opinions in the making of the draft wesus

In her memoirs, Roosevelt commented on the debates and discussions that
informed the UDHR, describing one such exchange|during the Drafting
Committee's first session in June 1947:

Dr. Chang was a pluralist and held forth in charming fashion on the
proposition that there is more than one kind of ultimate reality. The
Declaration, he said, should reflect more than simply Western ideas and Dr.
Humphrey would have to be eclectic in his approach. His remark, though
addressed to Dr. Humphrey, was really directed at Dr. Malik, from whom it
drew a prompt retort as he expounded at some length the philosophy

of Thomas Aquinas. Dr. Humphrey joined enthusiaslically in the discussion,
and | remember that at one point Dr. Chang suggested that the Secretariat
might well spend a few months studying the fundamentals of Confucianismiz

In May 1948, roughly a year after its creation, the Drafting Committee held its
second and final session, where it considered the cdmments and suggestions
of member states and international bodies, principally the United Nations
Conference on Freedom of Information, which took place the prior March and
April; the Commission on the Status of Women, a bddy within ECOSOC that
reported on the state of women's rights worldwide; and the Ninth International
Conference of American States, held in Bogota, Colombia from March fo May
of 1848, which adopted the South American-based American Declaration of
the Rights and Duties of Man, the world’s first general international human
rights instrument.™ Delegates and consultants from several United Nations
bodies, international organizations, and nongovernmental organizations also
attended and submitted suggestions. It was also hoped that an International
Bill of Human Rights with legal force could be drafted and submitted for
adoption alongside the Declaration.=

The final draftjedit
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Upon the session's conclusion on 21 May 1948, the Committee submitted to
the Commission on Human Rights a redrafted text ¢f the "International
Declaration of Human Rights" and the "International Covenant of Human
Rights®, which together would form an International| Bill of Rights. The
redrafted Declaration was further examined and discussed by the
Commission on Human Rights in its third session in Geneva 21 May through
18 June 1848.% The so-called "Geneva text" was circulated among member
states and subject to several proposed amendments; for example, Hansa
Mehta of India notably suggested that the Declaratipn assert that "all human
beings are created equal”, instead of "all men are created equal”, to better
reflect gender equality.= Charles Theodore Te Watér of South Africa fought
very hard to have the word dignity removed from the declaration, saying that
“dignity had no universal standard and that it was not a 'right™_ = Te Water
believed correctly as it tumed out that listing human dignity as a universal
human right would lead to cnticism of the apartheid system that had just been
introduced by the new Mational Party government of South Africa.* Malik in
response stated it was Prime Minister Jan Smuts of|South Africa who had
played an important role in drafting the United Nations Charter in 1945 and it
was Smuts who inserted the word dignity as a universal human right into the
charter.* Despite te Water's efforts, the word dignity was included in the
declaration as a universal human right.=

Approval(adit]

With a vote of 12 in favour, none opposed, and four|abstaining, the CHR
approved the proposed Declaration, though was unable to examine the
contents and implementation of the proposed Covenant.= The Commission
forwarded the approved text of the Declaration, as well as the Covenant, to
the Economic and Secial Council for its review and approval during its
saventh session In July and August 1948.= The ncil adopted Resolution
151(VIl) of 26 August 1948, transmitting the draft Infernational Declaration of
Human Rights to the UN General Assembly. =

The Third Committee of the General Assembily, whigh convened from 30
September to 7 December 1948 during the third session of the United Nations
General Assembly, held 81 meelings concerning thg draft Declaration,
including debating and resolving 168 proposals for amendments by United
Mations member siates.== On its 178th meeting on |6 December, the Third
Committee adopted the Declaration with 29 votes infavour, none opposed
and seven abstentions.=* The document was subsequently submitted to the
wider General Assembly for its consideration on 9 and 10 December 1948,

Adoption|edi]
The Universal Declaration was adopted by the Gendral Assembly as UN
Resolution AIRES/217(II1)[A] on 10 December 1948 jn Palais de Chaillot,
Paris.»» Of the 58 United Nations members at the time, = 48 voted in favour,

none against, eight abstained,*= and Honduras and Yemen failed to vote or
abstain =

Eleancr Roosevelt is credited with having been instrfmental in mustering
support for the Declaration's adoption, both in her native U.S. and across the




world, owing to her ability to appeal to different and
blocs =
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often opposing political

The meeting record provides firsthand insight into the debate on the

Declaration's adoption.= South Africa's position ca
which clearly viola

protect its system of apartheid,
Declaration.*» Saudi Arabia's abstention was p

Declaration’s articles: Article 18, which states that
change his religion or belief”, and Article 16, on eq
abstentions by the six communist nations were
the Declaration did not go far enough in condemni
socialism.= Although, Eleanor Roosevelt felt that t
abstentions was Article 13, which provided the righ

be seen as an attempt to
d several articles in the
ted primarily by two of the
veryone has the right “to
al marriage rights.** The
ained by their claim that
g fascism and national-
e reason for the

of citizans to leave their

countries.* Other observers pin the Soviet blac's position to the
Declaration's "negative rights”, such as provisions dalling on governments not
to viclate certain civil and political rights.=
The British delegation, while voting in favour of the Declaration, expressed
frustration that the proposed document had moral ligations but lacked legal
force;= it would not be until 1976 that the Internatiohal Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights came into force, giving a legal status to most of the
Declaration.

-

Green countries: voted in favour;

Orange countries: abstained:

Black countries: failed to abstain or vote;

Grey countries: were not part of the UN at time of v

~ Voting in the plenary

=ession:

g

in
The 48 countries that voted in favour of the D&claraln ara;ue

B3 afghanistan

— Argentina

Bl Australia

| I Belgium

=& Balivia

B Brazil

Bl Burma

: Canadaw+
Chile

B Chins

== Colombia

== Cosla Rica

== Cuba

2= Denmark

— = Dominican Republic
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i Fcuador
B g

== E! Salvador
= Ethiopia

B B France
== Greece
B-§ Guatemala
&R Haiti

B lceland

= India

== |ran

E= Irag

- Lebanon
E= Liberia

= L Uxembou

B8 Mexico

s Metherands

Bl Mew Zealand
= Nicaragua
BB Norway

M Pakistan

" Panama

= Para

BB Peru

M Philippines
== Siam

BE Sweden
—yTE

= Turkey

&2 United Kingdom
EE United States
== Uruguay

B \Venezuels

4. " Despile the cenfral rola played by the Canadian Mnmw
i e

first abstained from voting on the Declamtion's draf, but ke
Garnmral Asgeen by =

Eight countries abstained:=

« b= Czechoslovakia

« mm Poland
« Il Saudi Arabia
= H Soviet Union

» [ Byelorussian SSR
« B Ukrainian SS5R

= = "r’uggslauia
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T'wo countries did not vole:

* === Honduras
« BN Yemen
The majority of current UN member slates gained sovereignty and joined

the organization later. which accounts for the felatively small number of
stales entitled to the historical vote

Intarnatlnnall Human Rights Dayjedi]

ormer-Foreign| Office Minister Baroness
Anelay speaking al the C:nmmemuraling Human Rights Day event in
London, 8 December 2016,
Main article: Human Rights Day

10 December, the anniversary of the adoption of the Universal
Declaration, is celebrated annually as World Hu man Rights Day or
International Human Rights Day, The commemq ration is observed by
individuals, community and religious groups, human rights organizations,
parliaments, governments, and the United
Nations. Decadal commemaorations are often a mpanied by campaigns
to promote awareness of the Declaration and of human rights in general.
2008 marked the 60th anniversary of the Decla tion, and was
accompanied by year-long activities around the eme "Dignity and justice
for all of ug” w Likewise, the 70th anniversary in 2018 was marked by the
global #Ei'andUpFﬂnHumanﬁr'ng campaign, which targeted vouth,

Impactiean
Signlﬁcancegri_u
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At the time of the Declaration’s significance by the General Assembly in
1948, Eleanor Roosevelt said:w

In giving our approval to the declaration today, it Is of primary importance
that we keep clearly in mind the basic character|of the document. It is not
a treaty, it is nol an international agreement. It is not and does not purport
to be a statement of law or of legal obligation. It |s a declaration of basic
principles of human rights and freedoms, 1o be stamped with the approval
of the General Assembly by formal vote of its mémbers, and to serve as a
common standard of achievement for all peoples of all nations.

The UDHR is considered groundbreaking for p
and universal sel of principles in a secular, apoli
explicitly transcends cultures, religions, legal s
ideclogies.® |ts claim to universality has been d
idealistic" and the "most ambitious feature” =

The Declaration was officlally adopted as a bilingual document
in English and French, with official translations
in Chinese, Russian and Spanish, all of which arg official working
languages of the UN.* Due to its inherently universalist nature, the United
Nations has made a concerted effort to translate the document into as
many languages as possible, in collaboration with private and public
entities and individuals.= In 1999, the Guinness Book of
Records described the Declaration as the wc:rld'j "Most Translated

once again certified a

iding a comprehensive
ical document that
ems, and political
bed as "boundlessly

Document”, with 298 translations: the record wa
decade later when the lext reached 370 different|languages and
dialects == The UDHR achieved a milestone of dver 500 transiations in
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2016, and ag of 2021, has been translated info 530
languages, = remaining the mast transiated

influence on global society as the United Siatgs Declarati n of
Independence had within the United States.= Even though it is not legally
binding, the Declaration has been incorporated into or influenced most
national constitutions since 1948. It has also sérved as the foundation for
a growing number of national laws, intemationgl laws, and treaties, as wel|
as for a growing number of regional, subnatiorial and national institutions
protecting and promoting human rights.

The Deciaration's all-encompassing provisions serve as a "yardstick" and
point of reference by which countries’ mmn‘u‘Tn’:s to human rights are
d
I

judged, such as through the treaty bodies an ther mechanisms of
various human rights treaties that monitor implgmentation, =

Legal effect]ediy

“fundamental freedoms*® and "human nghts® refarenced in the United

Nations Charter, which is binding on all membe states.™ For this reason,
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights is 3
document of the United Mations and, by extensidn, all 193 parties of the
United Mations Charter.

Nevertheless, the status of the Declaration asal
document varies widely around the warld: some

marely a statement of ideals, with no binding provisions, i
Many international lawyers believe that the Dec tion forms part
of customary international law and is a powerful tool in applying diplomatic

articles cimmsees One
as being "universally
- Other legal

and moral pressure to govemments that violate
prominent international juris described the UDH
regarded as expounding generally accepted norm
scholars have further argued that the Declaration
fundamental principles of international law from which ng state may

deviate or derogate. ™ The 1968 United Nations In ernational Conference

The Declaration has servad as the foundation for binding United

Mations human rights covenants: the International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights and the International Covenant on conomic, Social and
Cultural Rights. The principles of the Declaration g elaborated in other

binding intemational freaties such as the Internatiotial Convention on the
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Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discriminatiof, the International
Lonvention on the Elimination of Discrimination Against Women,
the United Nations Convention on the Rights of| the Child, the United
Mations Convention Against Torture, and many|more. The Declaration
continues to be widely cited by govermments, a¢ademics, advocates, and
constitutional courts, and by individuals who appeal to its principles for the

protection of their recognized human rights, =

Natlonal law[edil]

According to a 2022 study, the UDHR "significaptly accelerated the
adoption of a particular set of [national] constitulional rights."* One
scholar estimates that at least 90 national consfitutions drafted since the
Declaration’s adoption in 1948 "contain statements of fundamental rights
which, where they do not faithfully reproduce pravisions of the
Universal Declaration, are at least inspired by it/"= At least 20 African
nations that altained independence in the decades immediately following
1848 explicitly referenced the UDHR in their constitutions = As of 2014,
the constitutions that still directly cite the Declarhtion are those of
Afghanistan, Benin, Bosnia-Herzegovina, Burkina Faso, Burundi,
Cambedia, Chad, Comoros, Cote d'lvoire, Equalorial Guinea, Ethiopia,
Democratic Republic of the Congo, Gabon, Guinea, Haiti, Mali,
Mauritania, Micaragua, Niger, Portugal, Romania, Rwanda, S8c0 Tomé and
Principe, Senegal, Somalia, Spain, Togo, and Yemen. = Moreover, the
constitutions of Portugal, Romania, S0 Tomé and Principe,

and Spain compel their courts to "interpret" congtitutional norms
consistently with the Universal Declaration.=

Judicial and political figures in many nations have directly invoked the
UDHR as an influence or inspiration on their courts, constitutions, or legal
codes. Indian courts have ruled the Indian Conslitution "[embodies] mosi
of the articles contained in the Declaration” * N4tions as diverse as
Antigua, Chad, Chile, Kazakhstan, Saint Vi and the Grenadines, and
Zimbabwe have derived constitutional and legal provisions from the
Declaration.™ In some cases, specific provisions of the UDHR are

. The right to health or to
protection of health is found in the constitutions ¢f Belgium, Kyrgyzstan,
Paraguay, Peru, Thailand, and Togo: constitutional obligations on the
government to provide health services exist
in Armenia, Cambodia, Ethiopia, Finland, South Korea, Kyrgyzstan,
Paraguay, Thailand, and Yemen.e=

A survey of U.S. cases through 1988 found five neferences to the
Declaration by the United States Supreme Court] sixteen references

by federal courts of appeal; twenty-four references by federal district
courts, one reference by a bankruplcy court; and several references by
five slale courts = Likewise, research conducted|in 1994 identified 94
references to the Declaration by federal and staté courts across the U.S. =

In 2004, the U.S. Supreme Court ruled in Sosa v| Alvarez-Machain that
the Declaration "does not of its own force im obligations as a matter
of international law”, and that the political branches of the U.S. federal
government can "scrutinize” the nation’s obligatidns to international
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instruments and their enforceability. However U.S. courts and
legislatures may still use the Declaration to infdrm or interpret laws
concerned with human rights, ™ a position sharéd by the courts of Beigium,
the Netherlands, India, and Sri Lanka,

Reactionjedi
Praise and support[=dit]

The Universal Declaration has received praise from a number of notable
activists, juriste, and political leaders. L ebanese philosopher and

diplomat Charles Malik called it "an intemational document of the first
order of importance®,* while Eleanor Roosevelf—first chairperson of
the Commission on Human Rights {CHR) that slped draft the

Declaration—stated that it "may well become the international Magna
Carla of all men everywhere "= At the 1993 United Nations World
Conference on Human Rights, one of the largest international gatherings
on human rights, diplomats and officials represe nting 100 nations
reaffirmed their governments' "commitment to the purposes and principles
contained in the Charter of the United Nationz ahd the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights" and emphasized {hat the Declaration as
“the source of inspiration and has been the basis for the United Nations in
making advances in standard setting as contained in the existing
international human rights instruments.™= In a speech on 5 October 1995,
Pope John Paul || called the Declaration "one of the highest expressions
of the human conscience of our time®, despite thie Vatican never adopting
it= In a statement on 10 December 2003 on behalf of the European
Union, Marcello Spalafora said that the Declaratjon "placed human rights
at the centre of the framework of principles and ¢ bligations shaping
refations within the international community” =

As a pillar of international human rights, the UDHR enjoys widespread
support amoeng international and nongovernmental organizations.

The International Federation for Human Rights (FIDH), one of the cldest
human rights organizations, has as its core mandate the promaotion of the
respect for all rights set out in the Declaration, the International Covenant
on Civil and Palilical Rights, and the International Covenant on Economic
Sccial and Cultural Rights, me Amnesty Internatignal, the third oldest
International human rights organization,® has red ularly cbserved Human
Rights Day and organized worldwide events to b ing awareness and
support of the UDHR.» Some organizations, such as the Quaker United
Nations Office and the American Friends Service Committee have
developed curriculum or programmes to educate h oung people on the
UDHR s

Specific provisions of the UDHR are cited or elab
groups in relation to their specific area of focus. | 1997, the council of
the American Library Associalion (ALA) endorsed Articles 18 through 20
concerning freedoms of thought, opinion, and expression, = which were
codified in the ALA Universal Right to Free Expression and the Library Bill
of Rights.»= The Declaration formed the basis of the ALA's claim

prated by interest
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that censorship, invasion of privacy, and interfdrence of opinions are
human rights violations.=

Criticism|edii]
Muslim-majority countries[=dil]

Further Information; Cairo Declaration of Humap Rights in Islam

Distribution map of Islam by country

Most Muslim-majority countries that were then members of the United
Nations signed the Declaration in 1848, including the kingdoms

of Afghanistan, Eqypt, and Iraq, Pahlavi Iran, ajd the First Syrian
Republic; the Republic of Turkey, which had an|overwhelmingly Muslim
population but an officially secular government, |also voted in

favour= Saudi Arabia was the sole abstainer on the Declaration amaong
Muslim-majority countries, claiming that it violated the Islamic

law (shari g}, Pakistan, officially an lslamic gtate, signed the
declaration and critiqued the Saudi position,™ strongly arguing in favour of
including freedom of religion as a fundamental Human right of the
UDHR,

Moreover, some Muslim diplomats would later help draft other United
Mations human rights treaties. For example, Irad’s representative to the
United Nations, Bedia Afnan's insistence on ing that recognized
gender equality resulted in Aricle 3 within the IGCPR and ICESCR, which,
together with the UDHR, form the Intemnational Bill of Rights. Pakistani

diplomat Shaista Suhrawardy lkramullah influen the drafting of the
Declaration, especially with respect to women's fights, and played a role in
- =m

the preparation of the 1851 Genocide Conventi

In 1882, the |ranian diplomat to the United Natiops, who represented the
country's newly installed Islamic republic, stated|that the Declaration was
"a secular understanding of the Judeo-Christian tradition” that could not be
implemented by Muslims without conflict with shiama law, =

On 30 June 2000, member states of the Oraanisation of Islamic
Cooperalion, which represents most of the Muslim world, ks == officially
resolved to support the Cairo Declaration on Huthan Rights in

Islam == an alternative document that says
right to a dignified life in accordance with the Islamic Sharfah”, without any
discrimination on grounds of "race, colour, langupge, sex, religious belief,
political affiliation, social status or other considerations”. The Cairo
Declaration is widely acknowledged to be a response to the UDHR, and
uses similar universalist language, albeit derived|solely from Islamic

lurisprudence (figh). e
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Regarding the promulgation of the Cairo Declaration on Human Rights in
Islam, T. Jeremy Gunn, Professor of Law and Political Science at
the International University of Rabal in Morocct, has stated:

the twenty-two-member League of Arab States| (Arab League )—each of
whose members also belongs to the OIC and i$ majority-Muslim—created
its own human rights instruments and institutions (based in Cairo) that set
It apart from the international human rights regitme. While the term *Arab”
denotes an ethnicity and "Muslim® references religion, all majority-Arab
countries are also majority-Muslim countries, t ugh the opposite does not
hold. Indeed, the preponderance of Muslim-majority countries is not Arab.
It has long been recognized that the Muslim-m jority Arab world ranks
particularly poorly with respect to human rights. According to the 2009
Arab Human Development Report, written by Afab experts for the United
Mations Deveiopment Programme Regional Buteau for Arab States, "Arab
states seem content to ratify certain international human rights treaties,
but do net go so far as to recognize the role of ifternational mechanisms
in making human rights effective.” [...] The resistance to implementation of
international human rights standards in parts of the Muslim and Arab
worlds is perhaps most salient with the panoply rights related to religion.
In terms of the UDHR, the care of the resistance is centered on issues of
the right to freedom of thought, conscience, an redigion (Article 18),
prohibition of discrimination on the basis of religlon {Article 2), and the
prohibition of discrimination against women (preamble, Article 2, Aricle
16). The same resistance to universal standards, already present in the
UDHR, continued in subsequent elaborations of human rights, including
the International Covenant on Civil and Political R his (ICCPR),

the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms df Discrimination Against
Women, the Convention on the Rights of the Child, and the

1981 Declaration on the Elimination of All Forms of Intolerance and of
Discrimination Based on Religion or Belief =

A number of scholars in different fields have expfessed concerns with the
Declaration's alleged Western and secularist biak.= Abdulaziz

Sachedina observes that Muslims broadly agree|with the Declaration's
universalist premise, which is shared by Islam, differ on specific
contents, which many find "insensitive to particular Muslim cultural values,
especially when it comes to speaking about individual rights in the context
of collective and family values in Muslim society™ 1= However, he notes
that most Muslim scholars, while opposing the inherently secular
framework of the document, do respect and ack owledge some of its
"foundations® ==+ Sachedina further argues that many Christians
similarly criticized the Declaration for allegedly ecting a secular

and liberal bias in opposition to certain religious values s

Kazakh religious scholars Galym Zhussipbek and Zhanar Magayeva have
argued that the rejection or failed implementation of human rights in
Muslim-majority countries and their seeming in patibility

with shari'a law originates from the current "epistemological crisis of
conservative Islamic scholarship and Muslim mint®, rooted in the
centuries-old confinement of a role for reason within strict limits, and in the
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disappearance of rationalistic discursive Islamig¢ theology (kaldm) as a
dynamic sclence from the Muslim world.* Furthermore, they affirm the
necessity of undertaking an epistemological r in Islamic scholarship,
which denotes the incorporation of international standards of human rights
and justice into the epistemology and methodolpgy of Islamic

jurisprudence (usw/! al-figh).mv

Kiffal Hassan, a Pakistani-born American Isla
and Muslim theclogian, has argued:

What needs to be pointed out to those who uphiold the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights to be the highest, or sole, model, of a charter
of equality and liberty for all human beings, is that given the Westarn
origin and orientation of this Declaration, the "universality” of the
assumptions on which it is based is—at the very least—problematic and
subject to questioning. Furthermore, the alleged incompatibility between
the concept of human rights and religion in genéral, or particular refigions
such as Islam, needs to be examined in an unbiased way.i»

Faisal Kutty, a Muslim Canadian human rights gctivist, opines that a
"strong argument can be made that the current formulation of international
human rights constitutes a cultural structure in which western society finds
itself easily at home [...]. It is important to acknowledge and appreciate
that other societies may have equally valid alterhative conceptions of
human rights."« frene Oh, director of the peace studies programme

at Georgelown University, has argued that Muslim reservations towards
some provisions of the UDHR, and the broader debate about the
document’s secular and Western bias, could be resolved through mutual
dialogue grounded in comparative descriptive efhics.»

“The Right to Refuse to Kill"[edit]

Groups such as Amnesty International™ and War Resisters
International have advocated for "The Right td Refuse to Kill* to be
added to the Universal Declaration, as has Sean MacBride, a former
Assistant Secretary-General of the United Natiohs and Nobel Peace
Prize laureate.= War Resisters International has stated that the right

to conscientious objeclion to military service is primarily derived from
Article 18 of the UDHR, which preserves the right to freedom of thought,
conscience, and religion.»" Some steps have belen taken within the UN to
make the right more explicit, with the Human Rights Council repeatedly
affirming that Article 18 enshrines "the right of ederyone to have
conscientious objection to military service as a Iggitimate exercise of the

right to freedom of thought, conscience and religion” e
American Anthrepological Association]edil]
The American Anthropological Association criticized the UDHR during its

drafting process, warning that its definition of uni
a Western paradigm that was unfair to non-We
argued that the West's history of colonialism an
problematic moral representative for the rest of
three notes for consideration with underlying the

rsal rights reflected

fr nations. Thay further
evangelism made them a
e world. They proposed
s of cultural relativism:
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1. The individual realizes his personality {hrough his culture, hence
respect for individual differences entails a respect for cultural
differences.

2. Respect for differences between cultures is validated by the
scientific fact that no technique of qualilatively evaluating cultures
has been discovered.

3. Standards and values are relative to the culture from which they
derive 50 thal any attempt to formulate|postulates that grow out of
the beliefs or moral codes of one culture must to that extent detract
from the applicability of any Dedlaraticn of Human Rights to
mankind as a whole

Bangkok Declaration[edit]

During the lead-up to the World Conference od Human Rights that was
held in 1893, ministers from several Asian states adopted the Bangkok
Declaration, which reaffirms their governments' commitment to the
principles of the United Nations Charter and the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights. They stated their belief that human rights are
interdependent and indivisible, and stressed need faor

universality, objectivity, and non-selectivity of Human rights. However, at
the same time, they emphasized the principles|of sovereignty and non-
interference, calling for greater emphasis upon| economic, social, and
cultural rights, and in particular, the right to ecanomic development by
establishing international collaboration directivés between the signatories.
The Bangkok Declaration is considered to be a landmark exprassion

of Asian values with respect lo human rights, which offers an extended
critique of human rights upiversalism =
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“Charter of Fundamental Rights of the

European Union
=

r
From Wikipedia, the free encyciopadia

Not to be confused with European Convention on Human Rights.

Charter of Fundamental Rights of the Egropean Union

Hatified 7 December 2000
Authens) Ewropean Convesdion
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The Charter of Fundamental Rights of the European Union (CFR)
enshrines cerlain political, social, and economic rights for European

Union (EU) citizens and residents into EU |aw. It was drafted by the European
Convention and solemnly proclaimed on 7 December 2000 by the European
Parliament, the Council of Ministers and the Europpan Commission. However,

its then legal status was uncertain and it did not have full legal effect until the

..... rity and justice (AFSJ)
policy domain of the EL. It applies to all the bodies| of the European Union
and the Euratom which must act and legislate in agcordance with its
provisions, as the EU's courls will invalidate any EU legislation or ruling
assessed as non-compliant with the Charter.

The EU member states are also bound by the Chatter when engaged in
implementation of the European Union law, However, Poland has been
granted a partial opt-out from enforcement of the CFR in spite of participating
in the AFSJ; in contrast, Denmark and Ireland hava fully adopted the Charter,
in spite of having been granted opt-outs from the AFSJ (a general and a
partial one, respectively).
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The Treaty estabii hing the European Economic Com munity {Trealy of
Rome) did not include any reference to fundamental lor human rights. The
EEC Treaty was written a few years afier the failure the European Defence

Community Treaty

implicitly political elements «
of the new EEC Treaty woul

fundamental rights was soon to be tested.

Court casesjaqiy

Soon after the entry |
itself as a major politi

nto force of the EEC
cal entity with palicy

aims. In 1964, the European Cour of Justice handed

d be uniikely to have any

Treat

Community established
beyond its economic
own its decision

Treaty, the
ramiﬁr.at'rnni
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Union law should take

ant that national

Bed to at a European level
so potentially meant that
e restrictions imposed by

in Costa v ENEL, in which the Court decided that
precedence over conflicting national law. This me
governments could not escape what they had agr
by enacting conflicting domestic measures, but it
the EEC legislator could legislate unhindered by

fundamental rights provisions enshrined in the eo
This issue came to a head in 1970 in the Internali

stitutions of member states
nale

Handelsgeselischafl case when a German court
legislation infringed the German Basic Law. On a

court, the ECJ ruled that whilst the application of Unio
tutions, fundamental rights did form an
ean Community] law" and that

on its consistency with national consti
“integral part of the general principles of [Europ
inconsistency with fundamental rights eould form 1
challenge to a European law.»

In ruling as it did in Internationale Handelsgesel.
created a doctrine of
While the court's fundamental rights jurisprudence
institutions in 1977+ and a statement to that effect
the Maastricht Treaty = It was only in 1999 that the

led that a piece of EEC

rence from the German
n law could not depend

basis of a successful

aft the ECJ had in affect
unwritten rights which bound the Community institutions.

s approved by the
inserted into

European Council formally

went about the initiating the
fundamental rights for the E

Proclamation|edit]

In 1898 the European Council proposed that a "bac
representatives of the Heads of State and Govern
the Commission as well as of members of the Eurg
national parliaments” should be formed to draft a fu
charter.* On being constituted in December of that
itself the European Convention @

The Convention adopted the draft on 2 October 20
proclaimed by the European Parliament, the Counc
European Commission on 7 December 2000. It wa
however, decided to defer making a decision on th
status. = However, it did come with the

approved by three powerful institutions
ECJ as a source of fundamental rights.

Legal force[edit)
A modified Charter

u.

¥

formed part of the defunct Euro
After that treaty's failure, its replacement, the Lisbon
force to the Charter albeit by referencing it as an ind
rather than by incorporating it into the treaty itself. H
included in the Constitution and the ona referenced |
amended versions of the Charter.

On the coming into force of the Lisbon Treaty on 1
Commissioner Viviane Reding proposed that Comm
uphold all EU treaties and the Charter. On 3 May 201
Commission swore a solemn declaration at the Eur
Luxembourg, pledging to respect the EU Treaties g

process of drafting a codified catalogue of

composed of

an Pariament and
amental rights

nEnt and of the President of

year the "body” entitled

0 and it was solemnly

of Ministers and the

at the same time,
Charter's legal

political weight of having been

and as such\was regularly cited by the

an Constitution (2004),
Treaty (2007), also gave
pendant document

ver, both the version

the Lisbon Treaty were

cember 2009, Justice
sioners should swear o
0, the European

mpjean Court of Justice in
1o

be completely
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independent in carrying out their duties during thdir mandate. For the first
time, the Commissioners also explicitly pledged tg respect the new Charter of
Fundamental Rights.«

Several states insisted upon an opt-out from natignal application of the charter
(see below for details).

Legal statusieq

iy, CTW
I.-.ﬁ"“l‘I e 'l'l ot F‘F
Article 2 of the Charter affirms the prohibition on capital punishment in the EU.

Following the entry into force of the Lisbon Treaty in 2009 the fundamental
rights charter has the same legal value as the European Union treaties. The
Charter referred to in the Treaty is an amended ion of the 2000 document
which was solemnly declared by the same three inslitutions a day before the
signing of the Lisbon Treaty itself.

Article 51(1) of the Charter addresses the Charter t
bodies established under EU law and, when imple
member states. In addition both Article 6 of the amend
Union and Article 51(2) of the Charter itself restrict t
the competences of the EU. A consequence of this |
able to legislate to vindicate a right set out in the Charter unless the power to
do such is set out in the Treaties proper. Furthermorp, individuals will not be
able to take a member state to court for failing to uphold the rights in the
Charter unless the member state in question was implementing EU law. It is
this last point that has been subject to the most debdte.

The Charter is not the first attempt to place human rights principles at the core
of European Union law. All EU member states are, and candidate states are
required to besw==s signatories to the Council of Egrope's European
Convention on Human Rights, so that many principlels from the convention,
such as the right to a fair trial, were taken as the ba line for European Court

the EU's institutions,

ting EU laws, the EU's
ed Treaty of European
Charter from extending
that the EU will not be
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of Justice jurisprudence even before their formal iteration in Charter. In
interpreting the human rights protections provided by the general principles of
EU law (described in the Court cases section aboye), the ECJ had already
dealt with the issue of whether the rights protected by those general principles
applied to member states. Having ruled in Johnstdn v Royal Ulster
Constabulary™ that a right to fair procedures was bne of the general principles
of EU law, in Kremzow v Austria" the ECJ had to Becide whether or not a
member state was obliged to apply that principle in) relation to a wrongful
conviction for murder. Kremzow's lawyers argued fhat his case came within
the scope of EU law on the grounds that his wran | conviction and sentence
had breached his right to free movement within th EU. The ECJ responded
by saying that since the laws under which Kremzow had been convicted were
not enacted to secure compliance with EU law, his predicament fell outside

the scope of EU law.

The wording in Kremzow v Austria, referring to the Mield of application of EU
law”, differs from the wording in the Charter which rs to the
implementation of EU law.'= However, the amend explanatory

memorandum issued alongside the Charter in 2007 describes ihe wording

used in the Charter as reflecting EC.J precedeant,

In 2019, the German Federal Constitutional Court @stablished in Recht auf
Vergessen Il that it applies the Charter as the standard of review for matters
regarding EU law and its national implementation, Under the premise that the
Charter offers sufficiently effective protection of relgvant fundamental rights

when compared to the Basic Law for the Federa| Ré¢public of Germany 1
The British and Polish protocoljadi]
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States parties
States with an opt-out
Further information: Opt-outs in the European Unfor

In the negotiations leading up to the signing to the Ljsbon Treaty, Poland and
i ingdom secured a protocol to the treaty relating to the application
of the Charter of the Fundamental Rights in their respective countries,

The protocol, in article 1(1) states that the "Charter does not extend the ability
of the Court of Justice of the European Union, or any court or tribunal of
Foland or of the United Kingdom, to find that the la . regulations or
administrative provisions, practices or actions of Poland or of the United
Kingdom are inconsistent with the fundamental rights, freedoms and
principles that it reaffirms.” Article 1(2) then says thal the Title IV of the
Charter, which contains economic and social rights, does not create
Justiciable rights, unless Poland and the UK have pravided for such rights in
their national laws.

Poland and the United Kingdom wanted the protocol{for different reasons. The
United Kingdom originally opposed a legally binding charter over concerns
that it would result in a stream of British citizens going to the European Court
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of Justice in attempts to enforce their Charter rights in the United

Kingdom," and in increased costs for business.' While the British accepted a
legally binding rights charler during the negofiations of the failed European
Consfilution, they negotiated a protocol during the|Lisbon negotiations which,
according to the then British Minister for Europe, would ensure that the
Charter would not extend the powers of the European Court of Justice over
United Kingdom law.™ Poland, on the other hand, Hisliked what it perceived
as the Charter's liberal stance on social issues. anfl 5o in September 2007 the
Polish government indicated that they wished to be included in the British
protocol..s

There is considerable debate conceming the legal leffect of the protocol. One
view, shared by Jan Jirasek,™ is that the protocol is an opt-oul that excludes
the application of the Charter to Poland and the Urfited Kingdom. Another,
shared by Ingolf Pemice, is that the protocol is only an interpretive one which
will either have limited or no legal consequence.= raig and de Burca argue
that the protocol is merely declaratory. It says that the "Charter does not
extend the ability" of the ECJ or other court to overfurn British or Polish law,
but the ECJ already had the power to do this in any case. Accordingly, the
Protocol is "unlikely that it will have any significant gffect in practice =

In NS v Home Secrelary, the ECJ ruled that Article|1(1) of the protocol
"explains Article 51 of the Charter with regard to t scope thereof and does
not intend to exemnpt the Republic of Poland or the United Kingdom from the
obligation to comply with the provisions of the Charter or fo prevent a court of
one of those Member States from ensuring compliance with those
provisions,

Under section 5(4) of the Eurapean Union WllhdraFaI] Act 2018, the Charter
of Fundamental Rights was not retained in British law after its exit from the
EU

Proposed Czech protocolj=dii

During the ratification of the Treaty of Lishon, Czec
Klaus expressed concern that the Charter would al
who were expelled from territory in modern-day
the Second World War to challenge the expulsion
courts,= though legal experts have suggested that laws under which the
Germans were expelled, the Benes decrees, did not fall under the jurisdiction
of EU law.» After Klaus refused to finalize the Czech Republic's ratification of
the Treaty of Lisbon unless the country was excludad from the Charter, as
Poland and the United Kingdom had been, = EU leaters agreed in October
2008 to amend the protocol to include the Czech Republic at the time of the
next accession treaty=== in a measure designed to persuade Klaus to sign
the treaty=* which he subsequently signed.

In September 2011, the Czech government farmally|submitted a request to
the Council that the promised treaty revisions be made to extend the protocol
to the Czech Republic,> and a draft amendment to this effect was proposed
by the European Council.™ Howaver, the Lzech Senale passed a resolution
in October 2011 opposing their accession to the profocol.= When

Croatia's Treaty of Accession 2011 was signed in late 201 1, the Czech

President Vaclav

w families of Germans
ch Republic after

fore the EU's




protocol amendment was not included. During the Czech Republic's
parliamentary ratification of the accession treaty in the spring of 2012, the
government attempted to combine the approval of the Charter opt-out with the
ratification bill. However, with the Senate controlidd by the opposition parties,
their objections to the opt-out could have led to th accession treaty being
rejected. As a result, the government decided to parate the proposed opt-
out from the accession treaty bill =

A vote on a draft report by the European Parliament Constitutional Affairs
Committee in January 2012 recommending against granting the Czech
Republic’s request to be added to Protocol 30 res ited in a tie = The report
argued that Protocol 30 was not functioning as a general opt-out from the
Charter, but only allowed the countries to limit the application of subsequent
EU laws based solely on the charter. Thus, the Cz Republic would still be
bound by the Charter even if they were added to Protocol. In October
2012, the committee approved the report,* and a fhird draft of the report was
published on 11 December 2012 = The report was tabled in Parliament during
its session on 22 May 2013, and the Parliament ed in favour of calling on
the European Council "not to examine the propo amendment of the
Treaties" = The Parliament did, however, give its consent in advance that
a lreaty revision to add the Czech Republic to P I 30 would not require a
new convention, =

In January 2014, after presidential and parliament
year had resulted in new leadership in the country,
Minister Jifi Dienstbier said that he would attempt
request for an opt-out withdrawn. === This was conflmed on 20 February 2014
by the new Prime Minister Bohuslav Sobotka, who hdrew the request for an
opl-out during a meeting with President of the Eurohean Commission José
Manue| Barrosos == ghortly after his newly elected government won the
confidence of Parliament. In May 2014, the Coundil of the European Union
formally withdrew their recommendation to hold an ntergovernmental
Conference of member states to consider the propased amendments to the
lreatiag pasmimm

elections the previous
new Czech Human Rights
have his country's

Contentjediy

The Charter contains some 54 articles divided infa ven titles. The first six
titles deal with substantive rights under the headings: dignity, freedoms,
equality, solidarity, citizens' rights and justice, while the last title deals with the
interpretation and application of the Charter. Much Charter is based on

the European Convention on Human Rights (ECHRY), European Social
Charter, the case-law of the European Court of Justice and pre-existing
provisions of European Union law.

» The first title (Dignity) guarantees the right to lifd and personal
integrity and prohibits torture, slavery, the death penalty, eugenic
practices and reproductive human cloning. ts prgvisions are mostly bazed
on the ECHR, although Article 1 closely reflects Article 1 of the German
Basic Law.
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The second title (Freedoms) covers liberly, priy
data, marmriage, thought, religion, expression, as

ill:rrgﬁ 1l Brom L1

lacy, protection of personal
isembly, education, work,

property and asylum.
The third title (Equality) covers equality before

the |law, prohibition of all

discrimination including on basis of disability, age and sexual

orientation, cultural, religious and linguistic dive

[sity, the rights of

children and the elderly.
The fourth title (Solidarity) covers social and wi
the right to fair working conditions, prolection a

brkers' rights including
ainst unjustified dismissal,

and access to health care, social and housing assistance, environmental

protection and consumer protection.
The fifth fitle (Citizen's Rights) covers the rights of the EU citizens such
as the right to vote in election to the European Farliament and to move
freely within the EU. It also includes several administrative rights such as
a right to good administration, to access documents and to petition the
Eurcpean Parliament,

The sixth title (Justice) covers justice issues s
effective remedy, a fair trial, to the mpti
of legality, non-retrospectivity and double jecpatdy.

The seventh title (General Provisions) concerns the interpretation and
application of the Charter, These issues are deglt with above.

as the right to an
innocence, the principle

Raising the Charter's profile[edi

The EU has attempted to raise the profile of the C-Ertar s0 that citizens are
more aware of their rights. For example, the EU Fufdamental Right
Agency (FRA) has produced apps for i0S= and An va with the text of the

Charter In all EU languages and related information, It has also published
mini-versions of the Charter in all EU languages.

In 2010, the FRA put out a tender for poets to tum the Charter into an 80-
minute-long epic poem, with music, dance and multimedia elements. This was
also to raise awareness and to simplify the legal text into more
understandable language === However, Viviane Reding, the Eurgpean

Commissioner for Justice, Freedom & Securily, wrcja o the director of the
FRA slamming the idea on cost and dignity grounds and instructing him to

cancel the project.=
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International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights and Optional

Protocols

THE CONTRACTING STATES TO THIS AGREEMENT,

CONSIDERING that, in accordance with the pringiples of the Charter of the
United Nations, recognition of the inherent dignity and equal and
inalienable rights of all members of human society is the basis of freedom,
justice and peace in the world,

RECOGNIZING that these rights derive from the inherent dignity of the
individual,

RECOGNIZING thal, in accordance with the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights, the ideal of the free man, enjoying personal and political
freedom and being freed from fear and misery, can only be achieved if
conditions are created under which every person|can to enjay his
individual and political rights, as well as his econgmic, social and cultural
rights,

BEARING IN MIND that the Charter of the Unit
States the obligation to promote universal and e
rights and freedoms,

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT that the individual has duties towards other
individuals and the social group to which he belorjgs and that he has an
obligation to strive to promote and respect the rights recognized in this
Covenant,

AGEEE TO THE FOLLOWING:
FIRST PART
Article 1

1. All peoples have the right o self-determination. According to this right,
they freely determine their political status and freddy ensure their economic,
social and educational development.

MNations imposes on
ctive respect for human

2. To achieve their purposes, all peoples may freely dispose of their wealth
and natural resources, subject to the obligations ising from international
economic cooperation, which is based on the pringiple of mutual interest
and international law. Under no circumstances caf a people be deprived of
their means of survival,

3. The Conltracting States to this Covenant, including the States which are
responsible for the administration of territories whith are not autenomous
or which are under trusteeship status, have the o igation to facilitate the
realization of the right of peoples to self-determination and to respect the
right this, in accordance with the provisions of the United Nations Charier,




SECOND PART
Article 2
1. The Contracting States to this Agreement. un

Page 7 From Qlf

ertake to respect and

guarantee to all persons within their territory and|under their jurisdiction the
rights recognized in this Covenant, without any distinction, in particular as

to race, colour, sex, language, religion, political dr
or social origin, property, birth or any other status.

other opinion, of national

2. The Contracting States to this Covenant undettake to create the
necessary conditions, in accordance with their cqnstitutional procedures

and the provisions of this Covenant, which will al
measures of a legislative or other nature, suitab
rights recognized in this Agreement in cases wh
measures have not already been provided for.

the adoption of
for the realization of the

re such provisions or

3. The Contracting States to this Agreement undertake:

(a) guarantee that any person whose rights and f

this Covenant are violated will have an adequate r

reedoms recognized in

emedy available to him,

even if the violation is commitled by persons acting in their official state

capacity;

b) guarantee that the competent judicial, admin
other competent authority in accordance with the
actually rule on the rights of the applicant and p
judicial appeal;

istrative, legislative or any
aw of the State will

ote the possibility of

c) to guarantee the execution, by the competent qutharities, of any

decision thal has accepled the relevant appeal,
Article 3

The States Parlies to this Covenant undertake to
men and women to the enjoyment of all civil and 4
Covenant.

Article 4

1. In the event of an extraordinary public dange
existence of the nation and Is recognized by an
States Parties to this Covenant may take, to the e
circumstances so require, measures derogating fr
provided for in this Covenant , provided that such
inconsistent with their other obligations under inte
not invelve any discrimination based solely on ra
religion or social origin.

2. The previous provision does not allow any devia

of articles 6, 7, 8, (par. 1 and 2), 11, 15, 16 and 18

3. The States Parties to this Covenant, which mak
derogation, are obliged, through the Secretary-Ge
Nalions, to notify the other States Parties immedia

ensure the equal right of

ivil rights set forth in this

hich threatens the

:
DfITﬁi-Eli act of state, the

ktent that the

bm the obligations
measures shall not be
ational law and shall

. colour, sex, language,

tion from the provisions

e use of the right of
neral of the United
tely of the provisions
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from which they have deviated, as well as the re@sons thal caused them

this deviation. A new notification will be made in
on which these derogations will end,

Article 5
1. Nothing in this Covenant shall be interpreted

the same way, on the date

s implying any right for a

State, group or individual to engage in any activi y or perform any act

aimed at the abrogation of the rights and freed
Covenant or at limitations greater than those pro

2. Any limitation or derogation from fundamental
or applicable in any State Party to this Cavenant
conventions, regulations or customs, on the gro
does not recognize such rights or recognizes the

THIRD PART
Article 6

s recognized in the
ided herein,

uman rights recognized
ursuant to laws,

d that this Covenant

in smaller grade.

1. The right to life is inherent in man. This right must be protected by

law. No one's life can be arbitrarily laken away,

2. In countries which have not abolished the death penalty, the death

senience may be imposed only for the most ser

s crimes, in accordance

with the law in force af the lime the crime was committed. which shall not

be inconsistent with provisions of this Covenant
the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of

can only be enforced by virtue of a final decision
court.

3. Where the taking of life constitutes the crime of
understood that nothing in this article shall permit
present Covenant to derogate in any way from a

undertaken under the provisions of the Conventio
punishment of the crime of genocide.

4. Any person sentenced lo death has the right to
commutation of the sentence. In all cases amnes
commutation of the death sentence may be grant

. The death penalty shall not be imposed for crin

r with the Convention on
nocide, This sentence
sued by a competent

genocide, it is

any State Party to the
obligation it has

to prevent and

apply for pardon or
, pardon or
d.

&5 committed by

persons under eighteen years of age and shall not be carried out in

respect of pregnant women.

6. Nothing in this article may be invoked to delay
the death penalty by a Slate Party to this Covena

Article 7

r prevent the abolition of
L.

No one shall be subjected to torture or to cruel, injuman or degrading
punishment or treatment. In particular, it is forbiddén to submit a person,
without their free consent, to a medical or scientifig experiment,

Article 8
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1. No one shall be subject to slavery. Slavery arld slave trade in all its

forms are prohibited.
2. No one is held in servitude.
3.a) No one is forced to perform forced or comp

|sory labour;

(b) Subsection (a) shall not be construed so as th prohibit in countries
where certain crimes are punishable by imprisoriment with hard labor the

execution of a sentence of hard labor imposed
jurisdiction

a court of competent

(c) For the purposes of this paragraph, the term [forced or compulsory

labour® does not include:

|. Any work or service, not referred to in subsectibn (b), which is required of
persons detained by lawful order of a court or of persons on parole:

ii. Any military service and, in countries where
recognised, any national service provided for by
Objectors Act:

iii. Any service required in an emergency or disas
welfare of the community;

scientious objectors are

he Conscientious

ter threatening the life or

iv. Any work or service that is part of the normal duties of a citizen.

Article 9
1. Everyone has the right to liberty and security

erson. No one shall be

p
subjected to arbitrary arrest or detention, No DHE?E:'S deprived of his liberty,
except in the cases and in accordance with the ptocedure provided for by

law.
2. Anyone arrested shall be informed, at the time

of his arrest, of the

reasons for his arrest and shall be informed immediately of any charges

against him,
3. Any person arrested or detained for a criminal

bffense shall be brought

before a judge or other authority authorized by law to exercise judicial

power as soon as possible, and shall be tried with
time or released from prisan. Pretrial detention of

In a reasonable period of
defendants should not be

the rule, but their release may be subject to guardntees for their

appearance al trial, at any other stage of the pr
execution of the judgment.

4, Anyone deprived of his liberty as a resull of ar
right to appeal to a court to decide without delay
delention and to order his release if the detention

3. Every parson, victim of illegal arrest or detentio
compeansation,

Article 10

B

Ings, and possibly for

st or detention has the
e lawfulness of his
& unfawiful,

f1, has the right to
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1. Every person deprived of his liberty shall be treated with humanity and
respect for inherent human dignity,

2.a) The accused, except in exceptional cases, Ere separated from the

convicted and subject o different treatment, as befits their status as sub-
litigants
b) Juvenile defendants are separated from adult and their case ig judged
as soon as possible.

3. The penitentiary system provides for the treatment of prisoners, the
essential purpose of which is their improvement and social
reintegration. Juvenile offenders are separated flom adults and receive
treatment commensurate with their age and legal status.

Article 11

MNo ene is imprisoned solely because of their inability to fulfill a contractual
obligation.

Article 12

1. Everyone who is lawfully present in the territory of a State has the right
to freedom of movement and free chaoice of residence within the territory of
that State.

2. Everyone is free 1o leave any country, fncludlngl his own,

3. The above-mentioned rights are not subject to Bmitations, with the
exception of those limitations provided by law and|which are necessary to
protect national security, public order, public health, user morals or the
rights and freedoms of others _ and consislent with the other rights
recognized in this Agreement.

4. No one shall be arbitrarily deprived of the right tp enter his country.

Article 13

An alien who is lawfully present in the territory of a|Contracting State to this
Covenant may not be deported except in execution of a judgment rendered
in accordance with law. The alien must have the passibility to invoke the
reasons against his deportation, and to request the review of his case by
the competent authority or by one or more persons specially authorized by
this authority, as well as to be represented for the gurpose him, unless
imperative reasons of national secunty dictate otherwise,

Article 14

1. All are equal before the couris. Every person haq the right to a fair and
public trial by & competent, independent and impartial tribunal, established
by law, which shall decide on the merits of any chadge of criminal offense
brought against him, and for disputes of civil rights and obligations. The
holding of a trial in camera may be decided for all of part of it, either for the
protection of morals, public order or national securily in a democratic
society or when the protection of the privacy of the parties so requires or
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even 1o the extent which the court deems that sbich a thing is absolutely
necessary given thatl, due 1o the special circum tances of the case,
publicity would harm the proper administration of justice.

2. Every person charged with a criminal offense jshall be presumed
innocent until proven guilty according to law.

3. Every person accused of a criminal offense enjoys, in full equality, at
least the following guarantees:

a) to be informed as soon as possible in a language he understands and in
detail of the nature and grounds of the charge adainst him:

b) to have sufficient time and facilities 1o prepare|his defense and to
communicate with the lawyer of his choice:

(¢} be tried without undue delay:

d) to attend the trial and defend himself in person or with the help of the
advocate of his choice. If he does not have a lawyer, to be informed of his
right and to appoint a lawyer ex officio in any case where this is required in
the interest of justice, without the accused being burdened with his fee, if
he cannot afford to pay it:

() examine or require the examination of prosecytion witnesses and
ensure the attendance and examination of defense witnesses on the same
terms as prosecution witnesses:

fy have the free assistance of an interpreter, if he does not spaak or
understand the language used in the audience;

g not to be compelled to testify against himself or|to confess his guilt,

4. To determine the procedure applied to young people who are not yet
adults from the point of view of criminal law, their gge and the interest
presented by their reformation are taken into a nt.

3. Every person found guilty of an offense shall hate the right to have the
decision of his guilt and sentence reviewed by a superior court, in
accordance with law,

B. I a final criminal conviction is vacaled by & superior court, or if pardon is
granted because & new or newly discovered fact hés arisen which proves
the existence of a miscarriage of justice, the person punished by reason of
that conviction shall be tompensated according to law, unless it is shown
that is equally responsible, in whole or in part, for e untimely disclosure
of the unknown element.

7. No one shall be tried or punished for an offense for which he has
already been acquitted or convicted by a final decisjon issued in
accordance with the law and criminal procedure of gach country.

Article 15

1. No one shall be punished for acts or omissions wfvich were not criminal
under domestic or international law at the time they were committed. Also,
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a heavier penalty is not imposed than that provid

for at the time of the

commission of the criminal offence. If, after its commission, the law

provides for the imposition of a lighter penalty, th

2. Nothing in this article shall prevent the trial and
for acts or omissions which, at the time when they
cnminal under the general principles of law recog
community,

d
L

offender benefits from it.

conviction of any person

were committed. were
ized by the international

Article 16

Every person everywhere has the right to recognition of his legal
personality.

Article 17

1. No one shali be subject to arbitrary or unlawful nterference with his

private life, family, home or correspondence, nor tio unlawiul insults 1o his

honor and reputation.

2. Every person has the right to protection by law
or insult,

Article 18
1. Everyone has the right to freedom of thought, ¢

belief of one’s choice. as well as the freedom to

Bgainst such harassment

pnscience and

nifest his religion or

religion. This right includes freedom to have or pKrTE'rce the religion or

belief, individually or in community with others, in
practice and teaching.

2. No one shall be subject to coercion, which coul
freedom to have or adopt the religion or belief of

3. Freedom of expression of religion or belief may
limitations as are prescribed by law and are nece
safety, order and health or morals or the fundame
of others.

4. The Contracting States to this Covenant undert
freedom of parents or legal guardians, to provide
moral education of their children in accordance wi

Article 19

rship, observance,

interfere with his
5 choice,

be subject only to such
ary to protect public
tal rights and freedoms

ke to respect the
the religious and
their beliefs,

1. No one should be discriminated against or haragsed for their opinions.

2. Everyone has the right to freedom of expression. This right includes the
freedom to seek, receive and impart information and opinions of any kind,
regardless of frontiers, orally, in writing, in print, in gny form of art or in any
other medium of one’s choice.

3. The exercise of the rights provided for in paragraph 2 of this article
entails special duties and responsibilities. It may, therefore, be subject to
certain limitations, but these must be clearly provided for by law and must
be:




a, To respect the rights or dignity of others
b. To protect national security, public order, publig
Article 20
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health or user morals.

1. All propaganda in favor of war is prohibited by law.

2. Any invocatien of national, racial or religious ha

tred, which constitutes

an incitement to discrimination, hostility or violenge is prohibited by law.

Article 21
The right to peaceful assembly is recognized. Th

exercise of this right is

not subject to restrictions other than those imposdd by law and necessary

in & democratic society in the interest of national
public order or to protect the public health of user
freedoms of others.

Article 22

1. Everyone has the right to freedom of associati
form and join trade unions for the protection of hi

2. The exercise of this right shall not be subject 1o
those prescribed by law and necessary in a demo
interest of national security, public safety, public o
of public health, of user morals or the rights and fi
Article shall not prevent the imposition of lawful re

International Labor Organization Convention on F
and Protection of the Right to Organize to adopt |
which would oppose - or apply the law in 8 manne
guarantees provided by the above Agreemaent.

Article 23
1. The family is a natural and fundamental elemen

do not enjoy the protection of society and the State.
J& lo marry and create a

2. The right of men and women of marriageable a
family is recognized.

3. No marriage can take place without the free and

fulure spouses.

urity, public safety,
morals or the rights and

, Including the right to
inlerasts,

restrictions other than
ratic society in the
der of for the protection

islative measures
' which would violate -

| of sociely, its members

full consent of the

4. The States Parties 1o this Covenant shall take the necessary measures

to ensure the equality of nghts and responsibilities
marriage, during married life and at the dissolution
dissolution of the marriage, measures are taken fo
protection of the children.

Article 24

of spouses in relation o
of marriage, In case of
ensure the necessary




1. Every child, without distinction as to race, colopr,
religion, national or social origin, property or birth, h

e A R 21

sex, language,
as the right, vis-a-vis

his family, society and the State, to the measureq of protection required by

his status as a minor .

2. Every child must be registered immediately after
Office and given a name.

3. Every child has the right to acquire a nationality.
Article 25

birth at the Registry

from those mentioned in article 2 and without excessive restricions:

1. Every citizen has the right and the possibility »»Fhuut any discrimination

a. to participate in the exercise of public authority|ei

freely chosen representatives

ther directly or through

b. to be elected and to be elected, during pericdia, fair elections, by

universal, equal and secret ballot, which ensure the
will of the voters

free expression of the

c. to have access, under general conditions of eqgality, to the public offices

of his country.
Article 26

All persons are equal before the law and have the| right, without any

discrimination, to equal protection of the law. In this

regard, the law must

prohibit all discrimination and guarantee to all pergons equal and effective

protection against any discrimination, in particular o

n grounds of race,

colour, sex, language, religion, political or other oginion, national or social

origin, property, birth or other status.
Article 27

In States where ethnic, religious or linguistic minofities exist, the pErsons
belonging to them cannot be deprived of the right {o have, in common with
other parts of their group, their own cultural life, tomanifest and exercise

their own religion or to use their own language.
FOURTH PART
Article 28

1. A Human Rights Commission (hereinafter referr
Commission”) is hereby established, The Committ
members and performs the duties specified below.

o as "the
& consists of eightleen

2. The Commission is composed of citizens of Stafles Parties to this

Covenant who must be persons of high moral cha

cler and have

recognized involvement in the field of human rights. Their selection takes
into account the usefulness of having certain persans with legal experience

participate In the work of the Commission.
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3. The members of the Committee are elected arld participale in its work in

their individual capacily.
Article 29

1. The members of the Commission shall be elecled by secrel ballot from a

list of persons who meet the conditions laid down( i

n articke 28 and are

nominated for that purpose by the States Parties fo this Covenant.

2. Each State Party to this Covenant may nominate up to two

candidates. These persons must have the citizen
proposes them.

3. The same person can be nominated again.
Arlicle 30

hip of the State that

1. The first elections will be held no later than six [6) months from the date

on which this Agreement enters into force.

2. At least four (4) months before elections to the Commission, with the

exception of an election held to fill a vacancy und
Secrelary-General of the United Nations shall se

r Article 34, the
a written invitation to

the States Parties to the present Covenant to des{gnate, within three (3)

manths, the candidates they propose as membe

3, The Secretary-General of the United Nations s
alphabetical list of all those so nominated, noting
have nominated them, and shall communicate it 1

of the Committee.

all draw up an
& States Parties which
the States Parties o

this Covenant not later than ane (1) month before the date of election

4. The members of the Commission are elected d
States Parties to this Covenant, which is conven

ring a meeting of the
by the Secretary-

General of the United Nations Organization at the |Headquarters of the

Organization. At this meeting, for the quorum of
Contracting States in this Covenant are required,
gather the largest number of votes and the absolu
of the representatives of the Contracting States pr
elected as members of the Committee.

Article 31

1. More than one citizen of the same State cannot
Committee.

ich two-thirds of the

he candidates who
majority of the votes

sent and voling are

participate in the

sentation of the various

2. In the election of the members of the Eummfss?n. account shall be

taken of the fair geographical distribution and rep
forms of culture and of the most important systems

Article 32

of law.

1. The members of the Commiltee are elected for

ur (4) years, and have

the right to re-election if they are nominated again ps

candidates. However, the term of nine of the mem
firsl election expires after two (2) years. Immediat

rs to be elected at the
y after the first election,




the names of these nine members shall be chosen
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by lot by the Chairman

of the meeting referred to in paragraph 4 of Article 30.
2. Elections at the end of the term shall be held i accordance with the

provisions of the previous articles of this part of the
Article 33
1. If, in the unanimous judgment of the other memhb

temporary absence, the Chairman of the Commi

Covenant.

ers, a member of the

sion shall inform the

Commission has ceased to perform his duties f:iany reason other than

Secretary-General of the United Nations, who shall

vacant. position held by this membaer,
2. In the event of the death or resignation of a mdm

declare the office

ber of the Commission,

the President immediately informs the Secretary-General of the United
Nations Organization, who declares the position dacant from the day of the

death or from the day the resignation takes effect
Article 34

1. When a post is declared vacant in accordance With article 33 and if the
term of office of the member to be replaced does hot expire within the next
six (6) months from the date the post is declared yacant, the Secretary-

General of the United Nations shall notify the Gﬁ:f
Covenant, which may, within two (2) months, no

acling States to this

nate candidates, in

accordance with the provisions of Article 29. to fill khe vacancy,

2. The Secretary-General of the United Nations shall draw up an
alphabetical list of those proposed in this manner land shall notify it to the
States Parties to this Covenant. The election to filllthe vacancy shall then
take place in accordance with the relevant provisigns of this part of the

Covenant.

3. Each member of the Commission elected to the vacant position in
accordance with article 33 shall serve on the Commission until the normal
date of expiry of the term of office of the member whose position was
vacated in accordance with the provisions of the above article.

Article 35

The members of the Commission. with the approvdl of the General
Assembly of the United Nations, shall receive com nsation from the
budget of the United Nations under such condition as the General
Assembly shall determine, taking into account the importance of the tasks

of the Commission.
Article 38

The Secretary-General of the United Mations shall Tla::a at the disposal of

the Commission such persannel and means as are
effective performance of the tasks assigned to it by

Article 37

necessary for the
this Covenanl.




1. The Secretary-General of the United Nations {
members of the Commission, for the opening mee
of the Organization.

2. After its opening meeting, the Committee conv
internal Regulations.

3. Meetings of the Committee shall normally be h
of the United Nations Organization or at the Unit
Geneva,

Article 38

Each member of the Commission, before assumi
a formal commitment in public meeting that he wi
full impartiality and conscientiousness.

Article 35
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prganization convenes the

ting, at the Headquarters
nes as provided by ils

Id al the Headquarters

d Mations Office in

g his duties, undertakes

perform his duties with

1. The Commission elects its chairman for a periad of two (2) years. The

members of the bureau are re-elected.

2. The Commission draws up its own internal reg
regulation must provide, inter alia, for the followin

a. A quorum requires the presence of twelve men

lations, However, this
provisions:

bers

b. The decisions of the Committee are taken by tHe majority of the

members present.

Article 40
1. The States Parties to this Covenant undertake

submit reports on the

measures they will have adopted to realize the rights recognized in this
Covenant, as well as on the prograss that will have been made in the

enjoyment of these rights:

a. Within one year of the entry into force of this
new Contracting State

eement for the specific

b. Thereafter, whenever the Commission so requests,

2. All reports shall be submitted to the Secretary
Nations, who shall transmit them to the Committed
reports must indicate the factors and difficulties, if

implementation of the provisions of this Agreement.

3. The Secretary-General of the United Nations, a
Commission, may transmit to the specialized agen

of all those parts of the reports which may relate td

competence.

4. The Committee studies the reports submitted b
this Covenant. It addresses to the Contracting Sta
all general observations it deems appropriate. The

eneral of the United
for consideration. The
any, affecting the

er consultation with the
les concerned coples
their sphere of

the States Parties to
5 ils own reports and
Commission may also
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transmit these observations io the Economic ET social Council, together
with copies of the reports it has received from the States Parties to this
Covenant.

5. The States Parties to this Covenant may submit to the Commission their
comments on any observation made in accordamce with paragraph 4 of
this article.

Article 41

1. Any State Party to the present Cove nant may|in accordance with this
article, at any time declare that it recognizes the pompetence of the
Commission to receive and examine reports in which a State Party alleges
lhat another State Party is not fulfilling its obligations under this
Agreement. Petitions submitted in accordance
accepted and considered if they originate from a
has submitted a declaration acknowledging the
Commission over the same. No report shall be agce
if it concerns a State Party which has not submi
declaration. The following procedure applies to
this article:

a. If a State Party to this Cavenant considers that|another State Party to

the Covenant is not applying its provisions, it mayl by written notification,

bririg the matter to the attention of that State F'ar\F Within three (3) months
it

of receipt of the petition, the State that received it ghall transmit to the
State that sent the petition a written explanation of other written staterment
clarifying the issue, which must include - to the extent possible and useful -
details of the applicable rules of procedure and remedies already used,
pending or still offered.

b. If the matter is not settled to the satisfaction of Hath Contracting States
concerned within six (6) months of the receipt of the original report by the
State to which it is addressed, then either State shpll have the right to refer
the matter to the Commission, by notification to thd Commission and to the
other State concerned.

c. The Commission may consider a matter referred to it only after it is
safisfied that all available domestic remedies have peen exercised and
exhausted, in aceordance with generally accepted rinciples of
international law. This rule does not apply in the evient that the relevant
procedures exceed the considered reaschable durdtion.

d. The Committee meets behind closed doors wher) considering the
reports provided for in this article,

e. Subject to the provisions of subsection (c), the Comrmission places its
good offices at the disposal of the States Parties copcemed in order to
reach an amicable settlement of the matter, based ¢n respect for human
rights and fundamental freedoms, as recognized hefein Agreed,




f. The Commission may request the States Parti
in subsection (b), to provide any relevant informa
to it

g. The States Parties concernad, referred to in su
the nght to be represented during the considerati
Commission and to submil oral or written observ

h. The Commission must draw up a report within
receiving the notification provided for in subsectio
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concemed, referred o

lon on any case referred

section (b), shall have

n of the case before the
ions or both.,

elve (12) months of

(b):

I If a settlement has been reached under the terms of subsection (e), the

Commission shall limit itself, in its report, to a brie
and the settlement reached;

ii. If no solution has been reached in accordance
subsection (&), the Commission shall limit itself, i
statement of the facts. The written pleadings and
pleadings submitted by the States Parties concerr

report.

statement of the facts

ith the terms of
its report, to a brief

he minutes of the cral
ed are attached to the

For each case, the relevant report is communicatad to the Contracting

States concerned.
2. The provisions of this article shall enter into fo

when ten Contracting

States lo this Covenant shall have submitted the declaration provided for in

paragraph 1 of this aricle. The declaration is sub
State to the Secretary-General of the United Nati
notifies a copy of it to the other Contracting State
revoked at any time by notice addressed to the
withdrawal shall not affect the consideration of an
subject of a petition already forwarded in accorda
Article. Once the Secretary-General has received
withdrawal of the declaration, no further report by
accepted, unless the State Party concerned subm

Article 42

itted by the Contracling
s Organization, who
The declaration may be
retary-General. Its
matter which is the

ce with this

he notification of

State Party shall be

s a new declaration.

1. a} If any matter referred to the Commission in

rdance with article 41

is not resolved to the satisfaction of the States Parties concemed, then the

Commission, with the prior consent of the States
appoint an ad hoc Conciliation Commission. The O
places its good offices at the disposal of the intere
in order to reach an amicable settlement of the iss
of this Agreement.

?m
arties concerned, may

onciliation Commission

Ete::l Contracting States

e based on the respect

b) The Conciliation Committee consists of five perdons who are appointed

with the agreement of the interested Contracting S

ates. If the Contracting

States concerned cannof agree within three (3) manths on all or part of the

composition of the Conciliation Commission, the

agreement has been reached shall be elected by&
members of the Conciliation Commission, by a two

members of the Conciliation Commitiee.

mbers for whom no
cret ballot among the
-thirds majority of the
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2. The members of the Conciliation Committee pdriicipate in its work in
their individual capacity. They must not have the fationality of the
Contracting States concerned or of a State whichlis not a Contracting
=late to this Covenant or of a Confracting State which has not submitted
the declaration of Article 41.

3. The Conciliation Committee elects its Presiden{ and adopts its internal
regulations.

4. Meetings of the Conciliation Commission shall hormally be held at the
headquarters of the United Nations Organization ¢r at the United Mations
Office in Geneva. They may, however, be held at pny other suitable place
o be determined by the Conciliation Committee in consultation with the
Secretary-General of the United Nations and the $tates Parties concerned.

2. The secretariat provided for in article 36 also sdrves the committees,
defined in accordance with this article.

6. The information received and processed by the |Committee shall be
made available to the Conciliation Committee, which may request the
interested Contracting States to provide it with any additional information.

7. After examining the issue in all its aspects, but in any case within a
penod of twelve (12) months from its establishment, the Conciliation
Commission submits a report to the President of the Commission, who
communicates it to the Confracting States concemed:

a. If the Conciliation Commission is unable to complete its examination of
the matter within twelve (12) months, it shall limit ifs report to a brief report
on the course of the case;

b. if an amicable setflement of the matter is reached on the basis of
respect for human rights as recognized in this Covenant, the Conciliation
Commission shall limit its report to a brief statement of the facts and the
solution reached:

¢. If no solution is reached in accordance with the lerms of subsection (b),
the Conciliation Commission shall incorporate in the report its conclusions
on all the facts relating to the question of concern to the Contracting States
concerned and its findings on the possibilities of amicable settlement. The
report also includes the written pleadings, as well 4s the minutes of the
oral pleadings submitted by the States Parties conferned.

d. If the report of the Conciliation Commission is sybmitted in accordance
with subsection {(c), then the Contracting States cohcerned shall, within
three (3) months of its receipt, inform the Chairman of the Commission
whether or not they accept the contents of the repart of the Conciliation
Commission .

8. The provisions of this article do not affect the competences of the
Commission in accordance with article 41.




9. The Contracting States concerned shall share
the members of the Conciliation Commission, in
drawn up by the Secretary-General of the United

10. The Secretary-General of the United Nation
authorized, if necessary, to pay the expenses of |h
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equally the expenses of
accordance with a budget
Nations.

Organization is

e mambers of the

Conciliation Commission befora receiving their payment from the

Contracting States concerned, in accordance wit

article.
Arficle 43

The members of the Commission and the mem
Conciliation Committees appointed in accordan

r

paragraph 9 of this

s of the ad hoc

with article 42 shall be

entitled lo the facilities, privileges and immunities| of experts on mission to
the United Nations as defined in the relevant chapters of Convention on
the Privileges and Immunities of the United Natiohs.

Article 44

The provisions for the implementation of this Covenan
in the field of human rights by the

prejudice to the procedures provided for
statutory texts and conventions of the United Nati
agencies, and do not prevent the Contracting Sta
procedures for the dispute resolution, in accorda
specific internaticnal agreements that bind them.

Article 45

The Commission submits an annual report on ils
Assembly of the United Nations, through the Eco

FIFTH PART
Article 46

t are applied without

ns and specialized
s from resorting to other
with the general or

ork o the General
mic and Social Council,

Mothing in this Covenant may be interpreted in a manner inconsistent with
the provisions of the Charter of the United Nations|and the statutes of the
specialized agencies, which specify the responsibilities of the various
organs of the United Nations and its specialized agencies in relation to the

matters referred to in this Agreement.
Article 47

Nothing in this Covenant shall be construed to prej
peoples to fully and freely enjoy and exploit their
resources.

FART 31X
Article 48

1. This Covenant shall be open for signature by an
United Nations or member of any of its specialized
Party to the Statute of the International Court of Ju

ice the right of all
alth and natural

| State Member of the
Rgencies, by any State
slice and by any other
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State invited by the General Assembly of the Unifed Nations of Nations to

become a party to this Covenant.

2, This Covenant is subject to ratification, and ins
shall be deposited with the Secretary-General of

3. This Covenant is open for accession 1o any Sta
paragraph 1 of this article.

truments of ratification
he United Nations.

te referred to in

4. Accession is effected by depositing an instrumeént of accession with the

Secretary-General of the United Nations.

5. The Secretary-General of the United Nations s
have signed this Covenant or which have accede
each instrument of ratification or accession.

Article 49

1. This Agreement shall enter into force three (3)
deposit of the thirty-fifth instrument of ratification d

2, For each State ratifying this Covenant or acced
of its thirty-fifth instrument of ratification or access

enter into force three (3) months after the date of ¢

instrument of ratification or accession.
Arficle 50

all notify all States which
to it of the deposit of

months after the date of
r accession.

jng to it after the deposit
on, this Covenant shall
feposit of its own

The provisions of this Agreement apply without limjitation ar exception to all

constituent units of the Federa| States.
Arlicle 51

1. Any Confracting State may propose an amend
with the Secrelary-General of the United Nations.
shall transmit all proposed amendments to States
to inform him whether they wish to convene a con

enl and deposit its text
he Secretary-General
arties, reguesting them
rence of States Parties

to consider such proposals and put them to a vote| If at least one-third of
the States wish to convene it, the Secretary-Genefal shall convene the

conference under the auspices of the United Nati
decided upon by a majority of States present and

s. Any amendment
ting at the conference

shall be submitied for approval to the United Natiohs General Assembly.

2, Amendments shall enter into force afler they ha
General Assembly of the United Nations and acce

their relevant constitutional rules, by a two-thirds
Parlies to this Covenant.

3. From the moment these amendments enter into

binding on the Contracting States which have ac
remaining Contracting States are bound by the pr
Agreement and by any previous amendment they

Article 52

been approved by the
ted, in accordance with
ajarity of the States

force they become
ted them. The
isions of this

have accepted.




Regardless of the notifications provided for in par
Secrelary-General of the United Nations shall no
paragraph 1 of the same article:

a. For the signatures affixed to this Covenant and
ratification and accession deposited, in accordang

b. For the date from which the Agreement comes
article 49 and for the date from which the amendn
according to article 51.

Article 53
1. This Agreement, the texts of which in
English, Chinese, Spanish, French, and Russian

be deposited in the archives of the United Nations,
£. The Secretary-General of the United Nations sh
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graph 5 of article 48, the
fy all States referred to in

for the instruments of
e with Article 48

gnto force according fo

nents come into force

aving equal force, shall

all transmit a certified

copy of the Covenant to all States referred to in aricle 48,

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the undersigned, being
respactive Governments, have signed the prese
signature at New York, on the nineteenth day of
5ix.

[THE SIGNATORY COUNTRIES]

duly authorized by their

liﬂwanant, opened for

cember, nineteen sixty-

OPTIONAL PROTOCOL

IN THE INTERNATIONAL COVENANT ON IND

RIGHTS
THE CONTRACTING STATES TO THIS PROT
CONSIDERING that in order to better ensure the

VIDUAL AND CIVIL

oL,
Ifillment of the

purposes of the International Covenant on Civil angd Palitical Rights

{(hereinafter referred to as "the Covenant”™) and th
provisions, it would be appropriate to entrust the
Rights, which It is provided in Part Four of the C
referred to as "the Commission") to receive and
this Protocol, petitions from persons who claim to
of any of the rights recognized in the Covenant,

AGREE TO THE FOLLOWING;
ARTICLE ONE

implementation of its
mmission on Human
nant (hereinafter
nsider, as provided in
victims of a violation

Each Confracting State to the Covenant, which be¢omes a Confracting
Party lo this Protocol, recognizes in the Commissign the competence to

receive and consider reports from persons, subject to its jurisdiction, who
claim to be victims of a violation, on the part of thal Centracting State, of
any of the rights recognized in the Covenant. The Committee shall not
accepl any pelition concerning a State Party to the|Covenant which is not
a Party to this Protocol.

ARTICLE 2




Subject Lo the provisions of the first article, any person who claims to be
the victim of a violation of any of the rights recognized in the Covenant and
who has exhausted all available domestic remedies may submit a written
report lo the Commission for consideration.

ARTICLE 3

The Committee declares inadmissible any repor| submitted under this

Frotocol which is anonymous or which it considers to be an abuse of the
right to submit such reports or which is inmnsfsint with the provisions of
the Covenant.

ARTICLE 4

1. Without prejudice to the provisions of article 3, the Commission shall
bring any report submitted to it, in accordance with this Protocol, to the
attention of the State Party to this Protocol which|has possibly viclated any
of the provisions of the Covenant.

2. Within the following six months, the State in qqastinn shall submit to the

Commission in writing explanations or statemen clarifying the matter and
indicaling, where appropriate, the measures it has taken to remedy the
situation,

ARTICLE 5

1. The Committee shall examine the reports it receives under this Protocol,
taking inte account all written information submittgd to it by the individual
and by the State Party concerned.

2. The Commiltee shall not consider any report of an individual without
ascertaining that:

a) The same matter is not already under consideration by another
international body of inguiry or resolution:

b) The person has exhausted all available internal means of
protection. This rule does not apply if the relevant proceedings exceed a
reasonable duration.

3. The Commission shall meet in Camera when il ekamines the petitions
provided for in this Protocol.

4. The Committee shall present its findings to the State Party concermned
and to the individual.

ARTICLE &

The Commission shall include in its annual report, which it prepares in
accordance with Article 45 of the Covenant, a summary of its activities
based on this Prolocol.

ARTICLE 7

Pending the realization of the objectives of resolutiop 1514 {XV), adopted
by the United Nations General Assembly on 14 Deckmber 1960,
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concerning the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial
Countries and Peoples, the provisions of this Profocol shall not limit the
right of appeal granted to these peoples by the Charter of the United
Mations and the other conventions and international instruments concluded
under the auspices of the United Nations or its spgcialized agencies.

ARTICLE 8

1. This Protocol is open for signature by any Statd signatory to the
Covenant.

2. This Protocol is subject to ratification by each State which has ratified
the Covenant or acceded to it, The instruments of|ratification shall be
deposited with the Secretary-General of the United Nations.

3. This Protocol shall be open to accession by any State which has ratified
the Covenant or acceded to it.

4. Accession shall be effected by depositing an ingtrument of accession
with the Secretary-General of the United Nations.

5. The Secretary-General of the United Nations sh
which have signed this Protocol or which have acq
of any instrument of ratification or accession.

ARTICLE 9

all inform all States
eded fo it of the deposil

1. Subject to the entry into force of the Covenant,
into force three months after the date of deposit w
of the United Mations of the tenth instrument of ra

2. For each State ratifying this Protocol or accedin
the tenth instrument of ratification or accession. th

enter into force three months after the deposit by

instrument of ratification or accession,
ARTICLE 10

his Protocol shall enter
h the Secretary-General
fication or accession.

to it after the deposit of
said Protocol shall
ach State of the

The provisions of this Protocol apply, without limitdtion or exception, to all

the constituent units of the federal States.
ARTICLE 11

1. Any State Party to this Protocol may propose an

amendment and

deposit its text with the Secretary-General of the

ited Nations. The

Secrelary-General shall transmit all draft amaendmeénts to the States
Parties to this Protocol asking them to indicate whéther they wish a
conference of the States Parties to be convened td consider such drafls

and put them to a vote. If at least one-third of the States are in favor of this
convening, the Secretary-General shall convene the conference under the
auspices of the United Nations. Any amendment approved by a majority of
States present and voting at the conference shall He submitted for

approval to the United Nations General Assembly,
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2. These amendments shall enter into force after they have been approved
by the General Assembly of the United Nations and accepted, in

accordance with their respective constitutional rul
majority of the States Parties to this Protocol.

3. After these amendments enter into force, they 2
Contracting States which have accepted them, a

Contracting States remain bound by the provision
any previous amendment which they have accept

ARTICLE 12
1. Any State Party may, at any time, denounce thi

s, by a two-thirds

re binding on the
the remaining
of this Protocol and by

B

Protocol by written

notification addressed lo the Secretary-General of the United Nations. The

denunciation shall take effect three months after t
Secretary-General received the notice.

2. Denunciation shall not prevent the application
Protocol to any petition submitted under Article 2
the denunciation takes effect.

ARTICLE 13
Motwithstanding the notifications provided for in p

date on which the

the provisions of this
fore the date on which

this Protocol, the Secretary-General of the United Nations shall inform all
States referred to in paragraph 1 of article 48 of the Covenant of:

(a) The signatures affixed to this Protocol and the
ratification and accession deposited in accordancy

{b) The date on which this Protocol shall enter into

Fgmph 5 of article 8 of

nstruments of
with Article B;

force in accordance

with article 8 and the date on which the amendments provided for in article

11 shall enter into force;

¢) Complaints made in accordance with article 12.
ARTICLE 14

1. This Protocol, of which the English, Chinese, Sp

anish, French and

Russian texts are equally authentic, shall be deposited in the archives of

the United Nations.
2. The Secretary-General of the United Nations sh

Al transmit a certified

copy of this Protocol to all States referred to in arligle 48 of the Covenant,

SECOND OPTIONAL PROTOCOL

IN THE INTERNATIONAL COVENANT ON INDIVIDUAL AND CIVIL
RIGHTS RELATING TO THE ABOLITION OF THE DEATH PEMNALTY

THE CONTRACTING STATES TO THIS PROTOGQOL,

CONVINCED that the abolition of the death penalty contributes to the
promotion of human dignity and the progressive development of human

rights,




RECALLING article 3 of the Universal Declaration
adopted on 10 December 1948, as well as article
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights adopted on

NOTING that article 8 of the International Coven

of Human Rights

& of the International

16 December 1966,
t on Civil and Political

Rights refers to the abolition of the death penalty |n terms which leave no
doubt that the abolition of the death penalty is degirable,

CONVINCED that all measures taken to abolish the death penalty must be
seen as progress in the enjoyment of the right to ljfe,

DESIRING to assume, by this Protocol, the intern
abolish the death penalty,

AGREE TO THE FOLLOWING:
ARTICLE ONE

1. No person subject to the jurisdiction of a Contrg
Protocol shall be executed.

2, Each State Party shall take all necessary meas
penalty within the limits of its jurisdiction.

ARTICLE 2
1. No reservation shall be accepted to this Protoc

tional obligation to

cting State fo this

res to abalish the death

I, excepl a reservation

to be made al the time of ratification or accession gnd which shall provide

for the application of the death penalty in time of

r upon conviction for a

war cnime of the highest importance committed during war.

2. A Contracting State, making such a reservation
the Secretary-General of the United Nations, upon
accession, the relevant provisions of its domestic
Wl

3. A Contracting State which has made such a re
Secrelary-General of the United Nations of the de
state of war in its territory,

ARTICLE 3

The States Parties lo this Protocol shall list, in the
lo the Human Rights Committee, pursuant to articl

the measures that will be taken to implement this R

ARTICLE 4

With respect to States Parlies to the Covenant wh
declaration provided for in arlicle 41, the compete

shall communicate to
ratification or
aw applicable in time of

rvation shall notify the
aration or lifting of a

reports they will present
g 40 of the Covenant,
Protocol.

h have made the
ce, recognized in the

Human Rights Committee to receive and examine

reports in which a State

Farty alleges that another State Party is not fulfilling the obligations of,
extends to the provisions of this Pratocol, provided that the Contracting

State concerned has not made a contrary declaraa

ratification or accession,

on al the time of
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ARTICLE 5

With respect to Slates Parties to the first optional Protocol relating to the
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rightg adopted on 16
December 1966, the competence conferred on thg Human Rights
Committee lo receive and consider petitions from persons subject to the
jurisdiction them, extends to the provisions of this |Protocol, as long as the
Contracting State concerned has not made a confrary declaration at the
time of ratification or accession.

ARTICLE B

1. The provisions of this Protocol apply as additiogal provisions to the
Covenant.

2. Without prejudice to the possibility of formulating the reservation
provided for in article 2 of this Protocol, the right guaranteed by paragraph
1 of the first article of this Protocol cannot be the gubject of any of the
derogations provided for in article 4 of the Covenanl.

ARTICLE 7

1. This Protocol is open for signature by any State| signalory to the
Covenant.

2. This Protocol is subject to ratification by each Slate which has ratified
the Covenant or acceded to it. The instruments of ratification shall be
deposited with the Secretary-General of the LI'nFtEJi MNations.

Slate which has ratified

3. This Protocol shall be open to accession by an
the Covenant or acceded to il.

4. Accession shall be effected by depositing an ingtrument of accession
with the Secretary-General of the United Nations,

5. The Secrelary-General of the United Nations igail inform all States
which have signed this Protocol or which have acdeded to il of the deposit
of any instrument of ratification or accession,

ARTICLE 8

1. This Protocol shall enter into force three monthg after the date of deposit
with the Secretary-General of the United Nations df the tenth instrument of
ratification or accession.

the tenth instrument of ratification or accession, the said Protocol shall
enter into force three months after the deposit by dach State of the
instrument of ratification or accession.

ARTICLE 9

The provisions of this Protocol apply, without limitgtion or exception, to all
the constituent units of the federal States.

ARTICLE 10

2. For each State ratifying this Protocol or ac:csr:lirLF to it after the deposit of
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The Secretary-General of the United Nations shal| inform all States
referred to in paragraph 1 of article 48 of the Covanant of:

a) Reservations, communications and notificationg received pursuant to
Article 2 of this Protocal

b) Declarations made pursuant to Articles 4 or 5 of this Protocol;

{c) The signatures affixed to this Protocol and the jnstruments of ratification
and accession deposited in accordance with Articke 7 of this Protocol;

d) The date on which this Protocol shall enter into|force in accordance with
Article 8 thereof.

ARTICLE 11

1. This Protocol, of which the English, Arabic, Chinese, Spanish, French
and Russian texts are equally authentic, shall be deposited in the archives

of the United Mations.

2. The Secretary-General of the United Nations shall transmit a certified
copy of this Protocol to all States referred to in article 48 of the Covenant.
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Victims of the Armenian Genocide

Genocide (from the Greek words genos + kteino (=10 kill ) ) is a term of

international law that was established after the Sec
the systematic persecution of a nation or race with t
axtinction.

This term literally refers to the concept that has exis
and more precisely to one of the most ancient mass
systematic, mostly viclent means, intended extermi
part of it in a certain place.

d World War . It refers to
e ultimate goal of their

1&:1 gince ancient times
crimes aimed at the
tion of an entire race or

Genocide can be pursued either by a series of mass{ murders of all or nearly
all members of a tribe, or by systematic weakening af it (by various means)

until the gradual extermination of the tribe. These vi

lent means alsa include a

series of prohibitive measures on national, religious, linguistic, moral,
historical or other traditions in order to differentiate of alter the persecuted
race with the certain loss of its national and racial chiracteristics over

time. However, the attribution of the term for a spe

nature, involves subjective criteria and in recent yea

difference of opinion several times.

ific action, of an organized

has caused a

According to Article Z of the Convention on the Prevéntion and Suppression of

the Crime of Genocide, Genocide iz defined as

" ...any of the following acts aimed at the partial or tolal annihilation of a racial,

ethnic or religious group, such as:

1. Killing team members

2. Causing serious physical or mental harm to leam members

3. Deliberate imposition of living conditions aimef at the physical
annihilation, total or partial, of members of the group
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4. Imposing measures aimed at preventing births within the group
5. Forcibly transferring minor members of the gloup to ancther.”

E Gnnuaq‘gilun on the Prevention and Suppression of the Crime of Genocide,
Article 2

It is worth noting that the term Genocide is used only when the above acts are
the primary goal and core of the polifical decision. When the primary goal is

different, but the above results as a result of policy, then the term Genocide is
questioned and is often used as policy in international diplomacy. It is different

from ethnic cleansing . =l

] Tim

The term genocide (and by analogy the emerging Greek genocide ) was first
formulated by the Polish lawyer Raphael Lemkin in November 1944 [ “in his
book "Axis Rule in Occupied Europe®, referring to the crimes committed by
Germany and its allies in then-occupied Europe. "Lemkin's interest in such
crimes began with his studies of the Armenian massacres, and in 1933 he
proposed to the Intermnational Congress of Criminal Law the use of the terms
“vandalism” and "brutality”, which was not accepted @at the time. In 1944
Lemkin wrote that if his proposals had been accepted then, war crimes could
have been punished (before the war ended), =%

The horror and abhorrence caused throughout the world by the Nazis'
systematic, barbaric attempt al the biological extermination of the Jewish race
during World War Il (from 1942 onwards) prompted the UN General
Assembly lo officially declare genocide as a crime pUnishable

under International Law . Thus, this term became the main indictment term at
the Nuremberg Trials.

A special convention, adopted by the assembly in Décember 1948 | stipulated
that the perpetrators of such a crime (whether organg of a state, military or
civil servants, or ordinary citizens) should be held onally and individually
responsible for that crime and tried by the courts of the place where the
crimas were committed or by the international courl | This principle was
applied in many criminal trials of war criminals, such|as the trial of German

M. Sarandakos claims that the first official use of the fterm was not in relation
to the Holocaust of the Jews but in relation to the Greek Civil War. It was used
for the first time on 7-3-1948 in a resolution of an international committee that
denounced the kidnapping of Greek children by communists. But the next
appearance of the word was again in relation to the same case by ESIEA in
November 1948 when it refused to go to a conferende in Budapest,

Holocaust of the Jews (1938 - 1945
Main article: Holocaus!

Although at various times warlike and conguering aclions have resulted in the
partial destruction of populations, never has Europe geen the application of so
cold and brutal a plan for the systematic exterminatian of all those who

[ Edil | edit code |
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belonged 1o a certain race, as was the plan devised and carried out
by Hitler 's Germany against the Jewish race .

It should be clarified that racist ideclogy was not something that first appeared
in Germany with the rise to power of Hitler (although he took it to its extreme
cansequences), but had deep roots and solid ideolagical foundations in
certain currents of German philosophy and historical criticism of the 19th
century, from the books of the English-born German author Chamberiain

o Maar's pamphlets | from Stecker 's theories to the racist campaigns of the
magazine Gartenfaube , which had inspired the idea of the superiority of the
German race in the people against the other Europgan races. The anti-
Jewishwar until then was tolerated (if not overtly supported) by the
governments of Imperial Germany themselves, if only for reasons of
expediency, thus allowing racist theories to find the nd prepared.

Before the war even began, there were six concentration camps operated
under the jurisdiction of Heinrich Himmler and guarded by the SS of the Nazi
party (the term S5 comes from the German word Schutzstaffel = protection
depariment) and in which about 20,000 opponents df the regime. New camps
were created in the two years 1940 - 1941 and the grevious ones were
expanded. These camps
were: Auschwitz , Belzen , Buchenwald , Dachau , oschenberg , Mauthause
n ., Nachsweiler, Neuengame , Ravensbrick . Sachdenhausen , Theresiensta
dtetc., which left horrible memories. It is estimated that of the approximately
12 million people killed by the countries the Germang invaded, approximately
& million died in the concentration camps (men, women and

children). Organized genocide was carried out by vari
extermination by intensive labor and malnutrition, tings, hangings,
injections of phenol and other poiscnous substances, or mass extermination
in gas chambers. There were no gas chambers in all concentration camps. In
Buchenwald, for example, prisoners were (among ofher things) subjected to
various experiments as if they were guinea pigs; in Dachau and Ravensbriick
experiments and sterilizations were also carried out.

That the final solution of the Jewish question, which fascinated the Hitlerites,
was not completed and that the genocidal plans for the Gypsies , Slavs and
other races considered by them to be inferior were oply carried out to a limited
extent, this is only because Hitler's Germany lost the war, From these crimes
and the mentality that caused them remained the sad list of murderers, the
innumerable testimonies and testimonies and, above all, the extermination
camps, where even today the machinery of death is kept intact. The Gypsies

| Roma ), in fact, a people without a state organizatign or even a solid
organization, had no way to denounce their own genpcide during the Nazi
atrocities.

Controversial allegations [ Edit | edit code |
The Great Ukrainian Famine (1932 - 1933) [ Edit | edit code |

After the dissolution of the USSR, Ukraine raised thel issue of recognition of
the Great Ukrainian Famine of 1932 - 1933 as genodide. On November 28,
2006, the Ukrainian parliament, chaired by Viktor Yughchenko, passed a law
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(Ne 376-V) recognizing the starvation of Ukrainians as a genocide by the
USSR against the Ukrainian people, while public denial of it is

prohibited. The Holodomor of 1932 - 1933 (en: Holpdomor | ua; Monogomop)
has been recognized as a Genocide by 14 states ' while by the EU and UN
authorities it is characterized as a tragedy or a crime against humanity without
using the term Genocide,

Background: The two years 1932 - 1933 were named by the Soviet Union as
“Agrarian Reform”. The Communist Party of the Soliet Union, in cooperation
with the administration of the Ukrainian SSR, under| the pretext of
collectivization, ordered to confiscate first all grain groducts from the fields
and warehouses, and then all non-grain products and livestock. The
movement of the rural population to the cities was grohibited. The result of the
above was the death from starvation of seven to twelve million people during
five hundred days. The official Ukrainian side talks about 3.9 million

deaths. November 25 was designated as a day of remembrance for the
victims of the Great Famine of Ukraine in the years (1932 - 1933,

Other genocides [ Edit | edit code |

However, In recent years the issue of genocide has|been pointed out by other
pecples besides the Jews. Genocide, for example, is spoken of by the
surviving indigenous people of the American continént, who were massacred
by the European settlers in the early years of the fofmation of the French-
British colonies in today's USA , Canada (mainly) anjd Australia .

Genocides of Armenians and Greeks [ Edit | edit code |

However, there are also cases that have caused i
confrontations. Of particular Greek inferest are the complaints

of Armenians and Greeks who lived in the Ottoman Empire and claim
recognition of the mass massacres against them by the Ottoman government
at the end of the 19th and the beginning of the 20th century. Armenians refer
to their extermination by the army of the Young Turks at the beginning of the
last century ( 1215 ) as genocide. The Greek state has officially recognized
both cases as genocide, while the Turkish stategovamment strongly reacts to
the characterization, claiming that these were interndl conflicts, with losses on
both sides, which were actually due to the attempt tq destroy Turkey's
territorial integrity. In 2001 , however, the French Nalional Assembly passed a
resolution recognizing the genocide against the Armgnians, prompting
diplomatic protests from Turkey (remember that France has a large minority of
Armenians). Also the Parliament of the Netherlands has recognized in a
decision the genocides of Armenians, Greeks and Aésyrians,

Other complaints [ Edit | edit code |

Moreover, in recent decades, allegations of genocidé have been made in
various cases of either civil or interstate conflicts in sb-called third world
countries (e.q. Rwanda ), as the state formations that emerged post-war, with
the end of colonialism, often included peoples with a completely different tribal
compasition and the rise to power of one or the othe tribe entailed fierce
conflicts for dominance. Finally, other complaints, such as the Palestinians in
the occupied Israeli territories, the Albanians of Kosolvo , the Kurds of Turkey
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or the Chechens of Russia, are rather exaggerated|characterizations, since,
even if there are massive attacks, the concept of total annihilation of the
(civilian) population does not entail,
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For other uses, see Genocide (disambiguation),
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Genocide is the intentional destruction of a people~ in whole or in part. In 1948,

the Linited Mations Genocide Convention defined g wje as any of five "acts
committed with intent to destroy, in whole or in pan, a national, ethnical, racial or
religious group.” These five acts were: killing members of the group, causing them
senious bodily or mental harm, imposing living conditions intended to destroy the
group, preventing births, and forcibly transferring chil out of the group. Victims
are targeted because of their real or perceived membership of a group, not
randomly.

The Political Instability Task Force estimated that 43 genpeides occurred between
1956 and 2016, resulting in about 50 million deaths,” The UNHCR estimated that a
further 50 million had been displaced by such episodes of violence up to

2008.~ Genocide, especially large-scale genocide, is wide]y considered to signify the
epitome of human cvil.© As a label, it is contentious e it is moralizing,” and has
been used as a type of moral category since the late 19904~

Etymology




F’f_'{gzj’ Y From ﬂzi

! Raphael Lemkin coined the
lﬂn‘n gma-ci:fe In 1944 Hlﬂ analysis of atrogities inflicted jon the Poles were adopted

ining "genocidal intent™

Heportees were killed

Birkenau, an -:.ah.muna!nm camp.




Fuge 5 Ervm ﬂ’f

Polish lawyer Eaphae! Lemkin coined the term genocidk in his 1944 book "dxis Rule
in Cecupied Ewrope”,” combining the Greek word yivps (genes, "race, people™) with
the Latin suflix -caedo ("act of killing").v= In "Axis rulé”, Lemkin documents his
research of Nazi occupation policies in Europe, and recgrds a case study of

the occupation of Poland. Lemkin asserted that Nazi atrpcities against Poles consisted
of five policies which exposed their "intent 1w destrov” the Polish nation. These
incleded i) mass-killings of Poles i1) inflicting "serious bodily or mental harm to
members of the group” iii) planned deterioration of livijg conditions "calculated to
bring about their destruction” iv) implementation of varjous "measures intended to
prevent births within the group” such as promotion of aortions, burdening pregnant
women, ctc, v) forced transfer of Polish children to Gergian families. Each of these
five markers, according to Lemkin, revealed the Nazi plan to eliminate the Polish
identity with certainty. These five criteria were adopted by the 1948 Genocide
Convention as its proof for the concept of genocidal inie

Before the term was coined, there had been various wayg of describing such events.
Some languages already had words for such killings, indluding German

(Felkermord, lit. 'murder of a people’) and Polish (ludobbivtwo, lit. killing of a people
or nation’) e In 1941, when describing the "methodical, merciless butchery” of
"scores of thousands" of Russians by Nazi troops during|the German invesion of the
Soviet Union, Winston Churchill spoke of "a crime withput a name®,» Lemkin's 1944
book Avis Rule in Oceupied Europe describes the implementation of Nazi policies

in gccupicd Europe and mentions earlier mass killings. 4 After reading about the

1921 assassination of Tals Pasha, the main architect of the Armenian penocide, by
Armenian Soghomon Tehlirian, Lemkin asked his professor why there was no law
under which Talat could be charged. =+ He later explained that "as a lawver, |
thought that a crime should not be punished by the victims, but should be punished by
a court. "~

Lemkin defined genocide as follows:

New conceptions require new terms. By "genocide” we mean the destruction of a
nation or of an ethnic group. This new word, coined by the author to denote an old
practice in its modem development, is made from the angient Greek word genos (race,
tribe) and the Latin cide (killing), thus corresponding in its formation to such words as
tyrannicide, homicide, infanticide, etc. Generally speaking, genocide does not
necessarily mean the immediate destruction of a nation, ¢xcept when accomplished by
mass killings of all members of a nation. It is intended rather 10 signify a coordinated
plan of differcnt actions aiming at the destruction of esseptial foundations of the life
of national groups, with the aim of annihilating the grougs themselves. The objectives
of such a plan would be disintegration of the political and social institutions, of
culture, language, national feelings, religion, and the ecohomic existence of national
groups. and the destruction of the personal security, liberty, health, dignity, and even
the lives of the individuals belonging to such groups. ncide is directed against the
national group as an entity, and the actions involved are directed against individuals,
not in their individual capacity, but as members of the national group.~

The preamble to the 1948 Genocide Convention ({CPPCC) notes that instances of

the United Nations defined the crime of genocide under iiernational law in the

Genocide Convention, - It was several years before the tarm was widely adopted by
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the international community. When the Nuremberg trialf revealed the inadequacy of
phrases like "Germanization”, "crimes against humanity!' and "mass murder”, scholars
of international law reached agreement that Lemkin's wérk provided a conceptual
framework for Nazi crimes. A 1946 headline in The Ve Yord Times announced that
"Cienocide [s the New Name for the Crime Fastened on the Nazi Leaders”:== the
word was used in indictments at the Nuremberg trials, held from 1945, but solely as a
descriptive term, not yet as a formal legal term. The sorcalled Polish Genocide

Judgments included the term.

Prohibited acts
The Genocide Convention establishes five prohibited Ht}m. when committed with

the requisite intent, amount to genocide. Although massdere-style killings are the
most commonly identified and punished as genocide, the range of violence that is
contemplated by the law is significantly broader.

Killing members of the group

While mass killing is not necessary for genocide to have
present in almost all recognized genocides. A near-unif
throughout history in which men and adolescent boys ard singled out for murder in the
early stages,=-= such as in the genocide of the Yazidid by Dacsh, the Ottoman
Turks' attack on the Armenians, and the Burmese securjty forces' attacks on the
Botungya. Men and boys are typically subject to "fast” killings, such as by

gunshot.= Women and girls are more likely to die slowed deaths by slashing, burning,
or as a result of sexual violence. The jurisprudence of the International Criminal
Trbunal for Rwanda (ICTR), among others, shows that hoth the initial executions and
those that quickly follow other acts of extreme violence, buch as rape and torture, are
recognized as falling under the first prohibited act.

A less settled discussion is whether deaths that are furthef removed from the initial
acts of violence can be addressed under this provision of the Genocide Convention.
Legal scholars have posited, for example, that deaths resulting from other genocidal
acts including causing serious bodily or mental harm or the successful deliberate
mfliction of conditions of life calculated to bring about physical destruction should be
considered genocidal killings. =

been committed, it has been
pattern has emerged

Causing serious bodily or mental harm to members of the
group Article II(h)

This second prohibited act can encompass a wide range of non-fatal genocidal

acts. The ICTR and International Criminal Tribunal for fhe formes

Yugoslavia (ICTY) have held that rape and sexual violente may constitute the second
prohibited act of genocide by causing both physical and mental harm. In its

landmark Akavesu decision, the ICTR held that rapes sexual violence resulted in
“physical and psychological destruction”.« Sexual violenge is a hallmark of genocidal
violence, with most genocidal campaigns explicitly or implicitly sanctioning it It is
estimated that 250,000 to 500,000 women were raped in the three months of the
Rwandan genocide, many of whom were subjected to multiple rapes or pang rape. In
Darfur, a systemic campaign of rape and often sexual mutilation was carried out and
in Burma public mass rapes and gang rapes were inflicted|on the Rohingya by
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Burmese secunity forces. Seaual sluvery was documented in the Armenian genocide
by the Ottoman Turks and Daesh’s genocide of the Yazidi

committed with the requisite intent, are also genocide by causing serious bodily or
mental harm to members of the group. The ICTY found that both experiencing a
failed execution and watching the murder of one's family members may constitute

removal of ones children into indoctrination or sexual skavery, and acts of physical
and sexual violence rise to the level of torture, as well. While it was subject to some
debate, the ICTY and, later, the Syrian COI held that under some circumstances
deportation and forcible transfer may also cause serious bodily or mental harm.»

Deliberately inflicting on the group conditions of life calculated to
bring about its physical destruction

| x . _— .-I--.:'.__ — ‘-. 'r ,-ﬂ'-'.:wl.-r-h’.
The U.S. federal government promoted bison hunting for various reasons, including
as a way of destroying the means of survival of Plains Inflians to pressure them to

The third prohibited act is distinguished from the genocidal act of killing because the
deaths are not immediate {or may not even come to pass)| but rather create
circumstances that do not support prolonged life.« Due 19 the longer period of time
before the actual destruction would be achieved, the ICTR held that courts must
consider the duration of time the conditions are imposed #s an element of the act.« In
the 19th century the United States federal government su ed the extermination of
bison, which Native Americans in the Great Plains relied lon as a source of food. This
was done for various reasons, primarily to pressure them pnto reservations during
times of conflict. Some genocide experts describe this as pn example of genocide that
mvolves removing the means of survival.«

The ICTR provided guidance into what constitutes a violgtion of the third act. In
Akayesu, it identified "subjecting a group of people to a subsistence diet, systematic
expulsion from homes and the reduction of essential medical services below
minimum requirement" as rising to genocide, In Kayishema and Ruzindana, it
extended the list to include: "lack of proper housing, elothing, hygiene and medical
care or excessive work or physical exertion” among the ions., = [t further noted
that, in addition to deprivation of necessary resources, raple could also fit within this
prohibited act,besswa




Imposing measures intended to prevent bir|

relationships, such as involuntary sterilization, forced al
marriage, and long-term separation of men and women
procreation. ' Rape has been found to vielate the fourth

where the rape was committed with the intent to impreg

L
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ths within the group

cted group from regenerating
duction and intimate

sriion, the prohibition of
tended to prevent

rohibited act on two bases:
ate a woman and thereby

force her to carry a child of another group (in socicties Where group identity is

determined by patnilineal identity) and where the per

raped subsequently refuses to

procreate as a result of the trauma = Accordingly, it can take into account both

physical and mental measures imposed by the perpetrat
Forcibly transferring children of the group

See also: Forced assimilation

The final prohibited act is the only prohibited act that
biological destruction, but rather to destruction of the
unit.* It occurs when children of the protected group ar
group. Boys are typically taken into the group by changi
common of the perpetrator group, converting their religi
or as soldiers.« Girls who are transferred are not general
perpetrator group, but instead treated as chatiel, as playe
Armenian genocides -

Crime
Pre-criminalization view

Before genocide was made a crime against national law,
right~ When Lemkin asked about a way to punish the

0 another group

% not lead to physical or

p as a cultural and social
transferred to the perpetrator
g their names to those

n, and using them for labor
v converted to the

out in both the Yazidi and

t was considered a sovereign
rpetrators of the Armenian

genocide, a law professor told him: "Consider the case of a farmer who owns a flock
of chickens. He kills them and this is his business. If you|interfere, vou are

trespassing.” ' As late as 1959, many world leaders still '
commit genocide against people within their borders™, aci
scientist Douglas Irvin-Ernckson, =

International law
—

il
o

Human skulls at the Murambi Genocide Memorial Centre

lieved states had a right to
pording to political
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i penccide viclims

Adfter the Holocaust, which had been perpetrated by Naz
during World War 11, Lemkin successfully campaigned

Lgrmany prior to and
r the universal acceptance

of international laws defining and forbidding genocides. In 1946, the first session of
the United Mations General Assembly adopted a resolutign that affirmed genocide

was a crime under intermational law and enumerated exa
not provide a full legal definition of the crime). In 1948,
adopted the Convention on the Prevention and Punishme

ples of such events (but did
the UN (eneral Assembly
it of the Crime gf

Genecide (CPPCG) which defined the crime of genocide

for the first time,»

Genocide is a denial of the right of existence of entire human groups, as homicide is

the demial of the right to live of individual human beings;

existence shocks the conscience of mankind, results in gri

such denial of the right of
bat losses to humanity in the

form of cultural and other contributions represented by these human groups, and is

contrary to moral law and the spirit and aims of the Unite

ol such crimes of genocide have oceurred when racial, re
groups have been destroyed, entirely or in part.

—UN Resolution 96(1), 11 December 1946

The CPPCG was adopted by the UN General Assembly o
came into effect on 12 January 1951 (Resolution 260 (111)
intermationally recognized definition of genocide which h

(l Nations. Many instances
igious, political and other

n 9 December 1948+ and

}. It containg an
been incorporated into the

national criminal legislation of many countrics and was also adopted by the Rome
Statute of the International Criminal Court, which establighed the International

{a} Killing members of the group;

{b) Causing serious bodily or mental harm to members of
(c} Deliberately inflicting on the group conditions of life ¢

physical destruction in whole or in part:

(d) Imposing measures mtended to prevent births within 1

() Forcibly transferring children of the group to another

Incitement 1o genocide 18 recogmized as a separate crime

genocide as:

oy, in whaole or in part,

the group;
alculated to bring about its

€ group;
p.

international law and

an ipchoate cnme which does not require genocide to have taken place to be

prosecutahble.




The first draft of the convention included political kill
removed in a political and diplomatic compromise foll
diverse countrics, and originally promoted by the World

emphasizing in literature the role of the Soviet Union,»

Jewish

Page 1O _Brom 2y

{;ﬁs these provisions were

ing objections from many
olars popularly
permanent Linited Nations

Secunty Council member. The Soviets argued that the convention's definition should

follow the etymology of the term, = and Joseph Stalin i
greater interational scrutiny of the country’s political ki
Purge = Lemkin, who coined genocide, approached the
resolution vote came close to reassure the Soviets that
them; none in the Soviet-led bloc opposed the resolution

particular may have feared

lings, such as the Greal

viel delegation as the

re Was no conspiracy against
which passed unanimously

in [december 1946« Other nations, including the United| States, feared that

including political groups in the definition would invite
domestic politics,

By 1951, Lemkin was saying that the Soviet Union was
indicted for genocide, his concept of genocide, as outli
Europe, covering Stalinist deportations as genocide by d
wiays from the adopted Genocide Convention, From a 21
such a broad coverage that it would include any grossly |
genocide, and that many events deemed by Lemkin g
genocide. As the Cold War began, this change was the
COMMUNISIn in an attempt to convince the United States
Convention.:=

Intent

Under international law, genocide has two mental (meny |
mental element and the element of specific intent {dofs 4
element refers to whether the prohibited acts were co
recklessness, or negligence. For most serious internati
genocide, the requirement is that the perpetrator act with

mational intervention in

e only state that could be

in Axiz Rule in Occupied

fault, and diffening in many
~CENLUry perspective, it was

uman nghts violation as

idal did not amount to

It of Lemkin's turn to anti-

ratify the Genocide

e ) elements: the general
pecialis). The general

with intent, knowledge,
| crimes, including

ntent. The Rome Statute

defines intent as meaning to engage in the conduct and, in relation to consequences, as

meaning to cause that consequence or being “aware that i
course of events". =

will oceur in the ordinary

The specific intent clement defines the purpose of commilting the acts: "to destroy in

whole or in part, a national, ethnical, racial or religious gn

intent is a core factor distinguishing genocide from other
War crimes or crimes against humanity, e

"lmtent to destrov”
Main article: Gepocidal intent

pup, as such”™. The specific
ntemational crimes, such asg

In 2007, the European Court of Human Rights (ECHR)
on Jorgic v. Germany case that, in 1992, the majority of |
nammow view that "intent to destrov” in the CPPCG meant
biological destruction of the protected group, and that thi
opinion. But the ECHR also noted that a minority took a
consider biological-physical destruction to be necessary,
national, racial, religious or ethnic group as a social unit
genocide.

ed in its judgement
gal scholars took the
e intended physical-
was still the majority

r view, and did not
the intent to destroy a

enctgh to gualify as
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1"'3 of several international
mal Tribunal for the former

ot reed with the narmrow
interpretation (that biological-physical destruction was necessary for an act to qualify
as genocide). The ECHR also noted that at the time of it judgement, apart from

In the same judgement, the ECHR reviewed the judgem
and municipal courts. It noted that the [ntermational Crir

courts in Germany (which had taken a broad view), that there had been few cases of
genocide under other Convention states' municipal laws,
reported cases in which the courts of these States have d
destruction the perpetrator must have intended in order II
genocide. "

In the case of "Onesphore Rwabukombe®, the German Fj
Justice adhered to its previous judgement, and did not fo
of the ICTY and the ICJ.
“In whole or in part™

The phrase "in whole or in part” has been subject to muc
mternational humanitarian law. In the Ruhashyankiko 1
was once argued that the killing of only a single indiv

i

have since contradicted this. The International Criminal |
Yugoslavia found in Presecutor v. Radislav Krstic — Trig
[T-98-33 (2001) ICTYE (2 August 2001 b that Genocide
In Prosecuior v. Radislav Krstic — Appeals Chamber —
ICTY 7 (19 April 2004)= paragraphs 8, 9, 10, and 11
part and found that "the part must be a substantial part o
Genocide Convention is to prevent the intentional de
and the part targeted must be significant enough 1o have
whole." The Appeals Chamber goes into details of other
respected commentators on the Genocide Convention to
this conclusion.

The judges continue in paragraph 12, "The determination
substantial enough to meet this requirement may involve
The numeric size of the targeted part of the group is the

starting point, though not in all cases the ending point of
mdividuals targeted should be evaluated not only in abso
to the overall size of the entire group. In addition to the n
portion, its prominence within the group can be a useful

and that "There are no
fined the type of group

be found guilty of

low the narrow interpretation

discussion by scholars of

pport of the United Nations 1t

1 could be genocide if the

intent to destroy the wider group was found in the muﬂhﬂ yet official court rulings

ribunal for the Former

! Chamber | — Judgment -
had been committed.
dgment — [T-98-33 {2004}

sed the issue of in
that group. The aim of the

tion of entire human groups,

impact on the group as a
ases and the opinions of
lain how they came to

of when the targeted part is
number of considerations.
ssary and important

he inquiry. The number of

e terms but also in relation
eric size of the targeted
sideration. If a specific

part of the group is emblematic of the overall group or is pssential to its survival, that
may support a finding that the part qualifies as substantial within the meaning of

Article 4 [of the Tribunal's Statute]. "=

In paragraph 13 the judges raise the issue of the perpetrat
"The historical examples of genocide also suggest that t

activity and control, as well as the possible extent of their
considered. ... The intent to destroy formed by a perpetrat

" access to the victims:

area of the perpetrators’
reach, should be

pr of genocide will always

be limited by the oppartunity presented 1o him, While thig factor alone will not

ndicate whether the targeted group is substantial, it can—
factors—inform the analysis. "=

A matbomal, ethaole, raclal er religions groap™

Hn combination with other
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The drafters of the CPPCG chose not to include political or social groups among the
protected groups. Instead, they opted to focus on "stable!' identities, attributes that are
histonically understood as being born into and unable or pnlikely to change over time.
This definition conflicts with modern conceptions of rack as a social construct rather
than innate fact and the practice of changing religion, etd.

International criminal courts have typically applied a mik of objective and subjective
markers for determining whether or not a targeted populgtion is a distinet group.
Differences in language, physical appearance, religion, and cultural practices are
objective criteria that may show that the groups are distipet. However, in
circumstances such as the Rwandan genocide, Hutus Tutsis were often physically
indistingumshable.

In such a situation where a definitive answer based on objective markers is not clear,
courts have tumed to the subjective standard that "if a vigt
perpetrator as belonging to a protecied group, the victim gould be considered by the
Chamber as a member of the protected group™. Stigmatization of the group by the
perpetrators through legal measures, such as withholding citizenship, requiring the
group to be identified, or isolating them from the whole ¢ould show that the
perpetrators viewed the victims as a protected group.

Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of
Genocide

The convention came into force as international law on 1P January 1951 after the
minimum 20 countries became parties. At that time howdver, only two of the five
permanent members of the LN Security Council were pafties to the treaty: France and
the Republic of China. The Soviet Union ratified in 1954} the United Kingdom in
1970, the People’s Republic of China in 1983 (having ed the Taiwan-based
Republic of China on the UNSC in 1971), and the United States in 1988 e

William Schabas has suggested that a permanent body as|recommended by

the Whitaker Report to monitor the implementation of theé Genocide Convention, and
require states to issue reports on their compliance with the convention (such as were
incorporated into the United Nations Optional Pratocol tq the Convention againsi
Torture), would make the convention more effective.~

UN Security Council Resolution 1674

LN Security Council Resolution 1674, adopted by the United Nations Security
Council on 28 April 2006, "reaffirms the provisions of paragraphs 138 and 139 of the
2005 World Summit Outcome Document regarding the rdsponsibility 1o protect
populations from genocide, war crimes, ethnic cleansing and crimes against
humanity”.~ The resolution committed the council to actibn to protect civilians in
armed conflict.
In 2008 the UN Security Council adopted resolution | 820, which noted that “rape and

other forms of sexual violence can constitute war crimes, Erimes against humanity or
a constitutive act with respect to genocide™ =

Municipal law
Main article: Genocide wnder midcipal laws
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Since the Convention came into effect in January 1951 alt::ml 80 United Nations
member states have passed legislation that incorporates the provisions of CPPCG into
their mumigipal law, =

Other definitions of genocide

See alvo: Genvcide definitions

Writing in 1998, Kurt Jonassohn and Karin Bjérnson stated that the CPPCG was a
legal instrument resulting from a diplomatic compromisd. As such the wording of the
treaty is not intended to be a definition suitable as a resedreh tool, and although it is
used for this purpose, as it has international legal credibility that others lack,

other genocide definitions have also been proposed. They go on to say that none of
these alternative definitions have gained widespread support, - they postulate that the
major reason why no generally accepted genocide definijon has emerged is because
academics have adjusted their focus to emphasise different periods and have found it
expedient to use slightly different definitions. For example, Frank Chalk and Kuri
Jonassohn studied all human history, while Leo Kuper and Rudolph

Rumme! concentrated on the 20th century, and Helen Feih, Barbara HarfT, and Ted
Ciurr looked at post-World War II events,

oblematic, contending that
ly motivated. Bauer gave

Yehuda Bauer, has argued that the present definition is p
many of what are usually called genocides were not racis
the Rwandan Genocide, where, Bauer argued, both the parpetrators and victims were
of the same ethnicity, as an example. He argued that, becguse of this discrepancy,
"clearly, the existing definition of genocide is inadequate jand needs to be altered. "

Political and social groups

The exclusion of social and political groups as targets of genocide in the CPPCG legal
definition has been criticized by some historians and sociplogists, for example, M.
Hassan Kakar in his book The Soviet Invasion and the Afghan Response, 1979
T98.2= argues that the international definition of genocidd is too restricted, and that
it should include political groups or any group so defined [by the perpetrator and
quotes Chalk and Jonassohn: "Genocide is a form of one-fided mass killing in which
a state or other authority intends to destroy a group, as that group and membership in
it are defined by the perpetrator.” In tum some states sugh

as Ethiopia,= France,» and Spa~+ include political gropips as legitimate genocide
victims in their anti-genocide laws.

Some academics such as Norman Naimark and Anton Wdiss-Wendt argue that the
exclusion of political and social groups in the final 1948 Jersion of the Genocide
LConvention was & consequence of Soviet lobbying. Though social and political groups
were mentioned in initial drafts of the Convention, the Soliet Union would not agree
ie become a signatory, unless they were omitted. == The Wnited Nations Office on
Genocide Prevention and the Responsibility to Protect stafes that the definition of
genocide reached in the Convention was the "result of a négotiating process and
reflects the compromise reached among United Nations Member States. "

Harff and Gurr defined genocide as "the promotion and execution of policies by a
state or its agents which result in the deaths of a substantid] portion of a group ..
[when] the victimized groups are defined primarily in terms of their communal
charactenstics, i.e., ethnicity, religion or nationality™ = Harff and Gurr also
differentiate between genocides and politicides by the chatacteristics by which
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members of a group are identified by the state. In genocjdes, the victimized groups are
defined primarily in terms of their communal characterigtics, i.e., ethnicity, religion or
nationality. In politicides the victim groups are defined primarily in terms of their
hierarchical position or political opposition 1o the regime and dominant

groups.~ Danic] [). Polsby and Don B. Kates, Jr. state tHat "we follow Harffs
distinction between genocides and "pogroms’, which she |describes as 'short-lived
outbursts by mobs, which, although often condoned by duthorities, rarely persist’. If
the violence persists for long enough, however, Harff Eulues, the distinction between

condonation and complicity collapses. Mee

According to Rummel, genocide has three different meapings. The ordinary meaning
is murder by the government of people due to their natiopal, ethnic, racial, or religious
group membership. The legal meaning of genocide refery to the international treaty,
the Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of

Genocide (CPPCG). This also includes non-killings that jin the end eliminate the
group, such as preventing births or foreibly transferring ¢hildren out of the group to

another group.

Highlighting the potential for state and non-state actors th commit genocide in the
21st century, for example, in failed states or as non-state lactors acquIring weapons of
mass destruction, Adrian Gallagher defined genocide as When a source of collective
power {usually a state) intenfionally uses its power base fo implement a process of
destruction in order to destroy a group (as defined by the perpetrator), in whole or in
substantial part, dependent upon relative group size'.~ THe definition upholds the
centrality of intent, the multidimensional understanding of destroying, broadens the
definition of group identity beyond that of the 1948 definfition yet argues that a
substantial part of a group has to be destroyed before it cgn be classified as genocide.

Other proposed definitions of genocide include social s defined by
gender, sexual onentation,® or gender identity, e

Democide

Democide, a term devised by American political scientist| Rudolph Rummel, describes
"the intentional killing of an unarmed or disarmed person|by government

dgents acting in their authoritative capacity and pursuant fo government policy or high
command. "= This definition covers any murder of any number of persons by any
government,~ including government mandated forced ldbor, concentration

camps, extrajudicial summary killings, civil wars, and mass deaths due 1o government
neglect such as government induced famines like Holodofnor = Rummel estimates
that in the 20th century, democide resulted in over 262 million deaths. -

Holocaust historian Y chuda Bauer agreed with Rummel that demoeide was a more
appropriate term in more cases to describe mass atrocities than genocide due to the
more inclusive definition of democide versus genocide, -

Transgender genocide
Main article: Transgender penocide

In 2013 some international trans activists introduced the ‘transcide’ to describe
the elevated level of killings of trans peaple globally. A edalition of NGOs from
South America and Europe started the "Stop Trans Genoclde® campaign ==+ The
term “trancide” follows an earlier term, gendercide. Leghl scholars have argued that

the definition of genocide should be expanded 1o cover gender people, because
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i, and violence. Brian

they arc victims of institutional discrimination, persecuti

Kritz argucd that existing law should be extended to protect transgender

people. Similar arguments have been made regarding
of "crimes against humanity.” Aside from legal studi
been examined by scholars of queer siudies, hate studies)

International prosecution
ad hoc tribunals

tending the legal definition

, ransgender genocide has
and other fields.

! § Nu
chief ideologist, before the Cambodian Genocide Tribun:

All signatories to the CPPCG are required to prevent and
both in peace and wartime, though some barriers make

particular, some of the signatories—namely, Bahrain, Ba
the Philippines, Singapore, the United States, Vietnam,
Y ugoslavia—signed with the proviso that no claim of ge
against them at the Intemational Court of Justice without
official protests from other signatories (notably Cyprus

legal standing of these reservations, the imunity from p
been invoked from time to time, as when the United Sta

of genocide brought against it by former Yugoslavia foll

War.

It is commonly accepted that, at least since World War 11

under customary international law as a peremptory porm,

under conventional international law. Acts of genocide ar
establish for prosecution because a chain of accountabiliry
International criminal courts and tribunals function prima
mvolved are incapable or unwilling to prosecute crimes of
themselves, -

Nuremberg Tribmmal (1945-1946)
Main article: Nurewibere ivialy

n Chea, the Khmer Rouge's
| on 5 December 2011

ish acts of genocide,
s enforcement difficult. In
rladesh, India, Malavsia,
Emen, and former
ocide could be brought
ir congent.' Despite
d Morwav) on the ethics and
ogecution they grant has
refused to allow a charge
ing the 1999 Kasova

genocide has been illegal
as well as

 generally difficult wo
miust be established.

ily because the states
this magnitude




The Nazi leaders at the Palace of Justice, Nuremberg

The Nazi leaders who were prosecuted shortly after Worl
the Holocaust, and other mass murders, were charged und
laws, such as crimes aganst humanity, as the crime of "g
defined until the 1948 Convention on the Prevention and
Genocide (CPPCG). Nevertheless, the recently coined ter]

i

Fage Lé from 22

[ War I1 for taking part in
er existing intermational

nocide’ was not formally

FPunishment of the Crime of
i appeared in

hat those charged had

"conducted deliberate and systematic genocide—namely, |the extermination of racial

and national groups—against the civilian populations of

riain occupied territories in

order to destroy particular races and classes of people, and national, racial or religious

groups, particularly Jews, Poles, Gypsics and others."
International Criminal Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia (1993-2017

See also: Bosnian genocide and List of Basnian penocide IrOSeCu fion
4 =]
=3 =
The cemetery at the Srebrenica-Poloéan Memaorial and Cametery to Genocide

Yictimis

The term Bosnian genocide is used to refer either to the ki
forces in Srchrenica in 1995,
the 1992-1995 Bosnian War.

In 2001, the International Criminal Tribunal for the Forme
judged that the 1995 Srebrenica massacre was an act of ge
2007, the International Court of Justice (ICI), in the Bosni

lings committed by Serb

or to ethnic cleansing that took place elsewhere during

I Yugoslavia (ICTY)
nocide.w On 26 February
' El-_-'.'_-' I |:-|I: L i1 5e Ll]”h*:jd
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the ICTY"s earlier finding that the massacre in Srebrenich and Zepa constituted
genocide, but found that the Serbian government had no| participated in a wider
genocide on the territory of Bosnia and Herzegovina during the war, as the Bosnian
government had claimed

On 12 July 2007, European Couwrt of Human Fights wheh dismissing the appeal

by Mikola Jorgic against his conviction for genocide by 8 German court (Jorgic
Lrermany) noted that the German courts wider interpretation of genocide has since
been rejected by international courts considering similar cases. 5 The ECHR also
noted that in the 215t century "Amongst scholars, the majority have taken the view
that ethnic cleansing, in the way in which it was carried gut by the Serb forces in
Bosnia and Herzegovina in order to expel Muslims and Qroats from their homes, did
not constitute genocide. However, there are also a considerable number of scholars
who have suggested that these acts did amount to genocifle, and the ICTY has found
in the Momcilo Krajisnik case that the actus reus of gendcide was met in Prijedor
"With regard to the charge of genocide, the Chamber found that in spite of evidence
of acts perpetrated in the municipalities which constituted the actus reus of
genocide”

About 30 people have been indicted for participating in genocide or complicity in
genocide during the early 1990z in Bosnia. To date, after several plea barguins and
some convictions that were successfully challenged on appeal two men, Vujadin
Popovic and Ljubita Beara, have been found guilty of comitting genocide, Zdravko
Tolimir has been found guilty of committing genocide ard conspiracy to commit
genocide, and two others, Radislav Krsii¢ and Drago Nikplié, have been found guilty
of aiding and abetting genocide. Three others have been found guilty of participating
m genocides m Bosnia by German courts, one of whom Nikola Jorgi¢ lost an appeal
against his conviction in the European Court of Human Hights. A further eight men,
former members of the Bosnian Serb security forces werg found guilty of genocide by
the State Court of Bosnia and Herzegovina (See List of Hosnian genocide

Miadic on several charges including genocide. On 21 July 2008, Karad#i¢ was
arrested in Belgrade, and later tried in The Hague accused of genocide among other
crimes. ' On 24 March 2016, KaradZié¢ was found guilty of genocide in Srebrenica,
war crimes and crimes against humanity, 10 of the 11 charges in total, and sentenced
1o 40 years' imprisonment. - Mladi¢ was arrested on 26 May 2011 in Lazarevo,
Serbia, = and was tried in The Hague, The verdict, deliveted on 22 November 2017
found Mladi¢ guilty of 10 of the 11 charges, including genocide and he was sentenced
to life imprisonment, -

Imternational Crimimal Tribunal for Rwanda (1994-present)
See also: Rwandan genovide
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Photographs of Rwandan genocide victims displayed al the Genocide Memorial
Center m Kigali

The International Crimunal Tribunal for Rwanda (ICTR) i a court under the auspices
of the United Nations for the prosecution of offenses comgnitted in Rwanda during
the genocide which occurred there duning April 1994, corhmencing on 6 April. The
ICTR was created on B November 1994 by the Security Council of the United Nations
tn arder to judge those people responsible for the acts of genocide and other serious
violations of the international law performed in the territofy of Rwanda, or by

Rwandan citizens in nearby states, between | January and 31 December 1994,

So far, the ICTR has finished nineteen trials and convicied twenty-seven accused
persons. On 14 December 2009, tavo more men were accused and convicted for their
crimes. Another twenty-five persons are still on trial. Twenty-one are awaiting trial in
detention, two more added on 14 December 2009, Ten ard still at large. The first
tnal, of Jean-Paul Akayesu, began in 1997, Akayesu was the first person ever to be
convicted of the crime of genocide. In October 1998, Akayesu was sentenced to life
imprisonment. Jean Kambanda, interim Prime Minister, pleaded guilty.

Trials for deeds committed during the Rwandan genocide have also occurred in
national courts, including Désiré Munyancza, who in 2009 became the first man to be
arrested and convicted in Canada on charges of war crimep and crimes against
humanity, and ¥ vonne Niacyobatabara Basebya, who i 2013 became the first

Duich citizen to be convicted for incitement to genocide.

Extraordinary Chambers in the Coorts of Combodia (fram 2003)
Main articles: Khmer Rouge Tribunal and Cambodian gebocide
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Rooms of the Tuol Sleng Genocide Museum contain sands of photos taken by the
Khmer Rouge of their victims.

The Khmer Rouge, led by Pol Pot, Kang Kek lew, Tg Mdk and other leaders,

organized the mass killing of ideologically suspect groups. The total number of
victims is estimated at 1.7 million Cambodizns between 1975 and 1979, including
deaths from slave labour.

On 6 June 2003 the Cambodian government and the United Nations reached an
agreement to set up the Extraordinary Chambers in the Cduris of ( ‘ambodia (ECCC)
which would focus exclusively on crimes committed by the most senior Khmes
Rouge officials during the period of Khmer Rouge rule of 1975-1979,~ The judges

were sworn in early July 2006.

The genocide charges related to killings of
Cambodia's Viemnamese and Cham minorities. tens of thotsand of whom are
estimated 1o have been killed

The investigating judges were presented with the names of four suspects charged with
genocide on 18 July 2007,
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«  [uon Chea, a former prime minister, was indicted og charges of genocide, war
cTimes, crimes against humanity on 15 September 2010. His trial started on 27
June 2011+ and ended on 7 August 2014, with a life sentence imposed for
crimes against humanity. .«

_____ on charges of genocide, war
crimes, crimes against humanity on 15 September 2010. His trial began on 27
June 201 1.0 and also ended on 7 August 2014, with a life sentence imposed for
crimes against humanity.
= leng Sary, a former foreign minister, was indicted on charges of genocide, war
crimes, crimes against humanity on 15 September 20010, His trial started on 27
June 2011, and ended with his death on 14 March 20013, He was never
convicted, «
= leng Thinth, a former minister for social affairs and wife of Ieng Sary, was
indicted on charges of genocide, war crimes, crimes against humanity on 15
September 2010. Proceedings against her were suspended pending a health
evaluation, “= In September 2012, she was released from prison due to
advanced Alzheimer's disease; she died on 22 August 2015 at the age of 83 from
complications of the disease.

By the International Criminal Court

Since 2002, the International Criminal Court can exercisd its jurisdiction if national
courts are unwilling or unable to investigate or prosecute [genocide, thus being a
“eourt of last resort,” leaving the primary responsibility tql exercise junsdiction over
allﬂg&i criminals o individual states. Due to the United Jtates concerns over the ICC,
the United States prefers to continue to use specially conyened intemational tribunals
for such investigations and potential prosecutions,

Darfur, Sadan
Main article: War in Darfur

A mother with her sick baby at Abu Shouk IDP camp in North Darfur




There has been much debate over categorizing the situatipn in Darfur as
genocide. o The ongoing conflict in Darlur, Sudan, whii{ started in 2003, was

declared a "genocide” by United Siates Secretary of Statd Colin Powell on 9
September 2004 in testimony before the Senate Foreign Relations Committes. ' Since
that time however, no other permanent member of the UN Security Council has done
so. In fact, in January 2005, an International Commission of Inquiry on Darfur,
authonzed by UN Security Council Resolution 1564 of 2004, issued a report to the
Secretary-General stating that "the Government of Sudan| has not pursued a policy of
genociude. ™« Nevertheless, the Commission cautioned that "The conelusion that no

genocidal policy bas been pursued and implemented in by the Government
authorities, directly or through the militias under their costrol, should not be taken in
any way as detracting from the gravity of the erimes p ated in that region.

International offences such as the crimes against humanity and war crimes that have
been committed in Darfur may be no less serious and heigous than genocide, "=

In March 2005, the Security Council formally referred the situation in Darfur to the
Prosecutor of the International Criminal Court, taking int¢ account the Commission
report but without mentioning any specific crimes. permanent members of the
Security Council, the United States and China, abstained from the vole on the referral
resolution. ~ As of his fourth report to the Security C il, the Prosecutor has found
"reasonable grounds to believe that the individuals identified [in the UN Security
Council Resolution | 593] have committed crimes against humanity and war crimes,"
but did not find sufficient evidence to prosecute for genodide. -

In April 2007, the Judges of the ICC issued arrest wmn;n against the former
Minister of State for the Interior, Ahmad Harun, and a Militia Janjaweed leader, Ali
Kushayb, for cnmes against humanity and war crimes. «

On 14 July 2008, prosecutors at the Intemational Crimin

Court (ICC), filed ten
ir: three counts of
. The 1CC's prosecutors

ir ethnicity.
ar Al Bashir, President of
ition as head of state

substantial part" three tribal groups in Darfur because of

On 4 March 2009, the 1CC issued a warrant of arrest for
Sudan as the [CC Pre-Trial Chamber 1 concluded that his

war crimes and crimes against humanity. It did not incl
because the majority of the Chamber did not find that the
enough evidence to include such a charge '~ Later the
Appeals Panel and after issuing the second decision, ch
include three counts of genocide.

es against Omar al-Bashir

Examples
Main article: Genocides in history

For a more comprehensive list, see List of genocides,
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Naked Sovict POWSs held by the Nazis in Mauthausen cohcentration camp. Political
geientist Adam Jones wrote: "[T]he murder of at least 3.3|million Soviet POWs is one
of the least-known of modern genocides; there is still no full-length book on the

subject in English."

The concept of genocide can be applied to histoncal evenis. The preamble of

the CPPCG states that "at all periods of history genocide has inflicted great losses on
humanity.” Revisionist artempis to challenge or affirm claims of genocide are illegal
in some countries, Scveral European countries ban the defial of the Holocaust and
the deral of the Armenian genocide, while in Turkey referring to the Armenijan
genocide, Greek genocide, and Savifo, and to the period of mass starvation during
the Great Famine of Mount Lebanon affecting Maronites | as genocides may be
prosecuted under Article 301,

Historian William Rubinsiein argues that the origin of 20fh-century genocides can be
traced back to the collapse of the elite structure and normél modes of government in
parts of Europe following World War [, commenting:

The 'Age of Totalitarianism' included nearly all of the infamous examples of genocide
in modemn history, headed by the Jewish Holocaust, but also comprising the mass
murders and purges of the Communist world, other mass killings carried out by Nazi
Germany and its allies, and also the Armenian genocide of 1915. All these slaughters,
it 18 argued here, had a common onigin, the collapse of thd elite structure and normal
modes of government of much of central, castern and southern Europe as a result of
the First World War, without which surely neither Commmism nor Fascism would
have existed except in the minds of unknown agitators ang crackpots.

According to Esther Brito, the way in which states commit genocide has evolved in
the 21st century and genocidal campaigns have attempted|to circumvent international
systems designed to prevent, mitigate, and prosecute genacide by adjusting the
duration, intensity, and methodology of the genocide. Brito states that modemn
genocides often happen on a much longer time scale than fraditional ones - taking
years or decades - and that instead of raditional methods ¢f beatings and executions
less directly fatal tactics are used but with the same effect| Brito described the
contemporary plights of the Rohingva and Uvghurs as examples of this newer form of
genocide, The abuses against Wesi Papuans in Indonesis have also been described




Stages, risk factors, and preventior
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Study of the risk factors and prevention of genocide was
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nocide, and Crenocide

inderway before the

1982 International Conference on the Holocaust and Genpeide during which multiple

papers on the subject were presented. = In 1996 Gregory
of Gengeide Walch, presented a briefing paper called "TH

tanton, the president
¢ 8 Stages of Genocide" at

the United States Department of State. In it he suggestad that genocide develops in

eight stages that are "predictable bui not inexorable" o

The Stanton paper was presented to the State Departmen
Genocide and much of its analysis are based on why that
preventative measures suggested, given the briefing

shortly afier the Rwandan
ocide occurred. The

s onginal target audience,

were those that the United States could implement directly or indirectly by using its

influence on other governments. === [n 2012, he add

stages, discnmynation and persecution ==

Biage

1

Syvmbolizstion

Folarizatian

Freparation

Fersecotion

Characteristics

| Prople are divided inie "us and

lbem”™.

| "When combined with hatred,
i syibils sy be forced wpon

umwilling members of parsah

. proups.

“Law ar culmral power exchades

groaups froms full civil rights;

"{Ime group denies the humanity of
the other group. Members of it are
edustnd with animsls, veman,

imsects, ar diseases ™

"Cheniciide 18 always organized. .

Special army umits or miditias are
often trained apd ammed..”

"Hate groups broadcast polansmg
propaganda. "

"Wictims sre identified amd

sepasabed out becauss of their ethric

or religious identiny, "

*Expropriotion, farced
dsplacement, ghetos, concenation
Gamps”

"The main prey
develop uni
thirked =

two additional

tive measure al thas exrly stape 18 10

“To combai s_l,ru'TuIi:ji.un. hate symbaols can be Iopally

forbidden as can

heste speech”.

"Pass and 'I.l'm_pm]u'buhng diserminaticn. Full
citizenship mnd voting rights for all grosps.”

"Local and troieal Reselers shoald condemn the
use of hate and make it culturally assceeptable.
Leaders who inclie “tide should be banmed Fom
indermational | and hove their foreign finances
frozen”

“The L1.M. shealdl impose arms embargoes on

governmenis and citimens of coundries mvolved
inmgmgﬂb angl creats commmasainns o
imvestigate violafions®

"Prevention may)

neeam gecarity protection for moderate

leaibers of wmtrﬂu}uuu rights grougs., Coups

d'éat by extremi
sanctions.”

A0 thas stape, 0
declared, "

“EMrecl assEl
agains persecut
asgislAnce of i

s should be opposed by intemational

[ienocide Emergeney nusl be

o it groups, largeted sanctions
, modhilization of Fimandterian
nticm, proftection of refugees
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s x 5 AL thi slage, rapid and pverwhelming armed
L I:-]-:n::u::ll!h::l;;m ;“::ﬂ:{:ﬁ inderventian can flop genocide. Real safe aress or
Extermimation T " T L humln.. refisgee escape cgrridors should be established with
[ ¥ hieavily armed m Homal pratection
10, "The perpetrators. .. deny that they “The tespotise tefdenial is ponishment by an
Dienial committed any crimes._" miemationnl trihienal or natdenal counis®

Other authors have focused on the stractural conditions ldading up to genocide and
the psvchological and social processes that create an evolyition toward genocide, Ervin
Siaub showed that economic deterioration and political confusion and disorganization
were starting points of increasing discrimination and viol in many instances of
genocides and mass killing. They lead to scapegoating a and ideologies that
identified that group as an cnemy. A history of devaluation of the group that becomes
the victim, past violence against the group that becomes the perpetrator leading to
psychological wounds, authoritanan cultures and political systems, and the passivity
of internal and external witnesses (bystanders) all contriblite to the probability that the
violence develops into genocide, Intense conflict betwepn groups that is unresolved,
becomes intractable and violent can also lead to genocidel In 2006, Dirk

Moses criticised genocide studies due to its "rather poor record of ending genocide”. =




